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That was more than 30,000 above California, 
which was in second place. 

Now one would think that, given these 
numbers, the federal government would be 
doing all that it possibly can to fight this 
disease, and to target the funds where they 
are most needed. I wish that were true. In 
fact, when it comes to dealing with AIDS, 
the government seems to think it’s more of 
a crisis overseas than at home. 

The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR) funnels resources to 15 
countries with high rates of AIDS. While 
that is needed, what about our own citizens? 
There is no program to target resources with 
PEPFAR-like intensity at home. This is de-
spite the fact that, according to a recent re-
port by the Black AIDS Institute, black 
Americans, if they were a separate country, 
would have higher rates of HIV/AIDS than 
many of the third world countries the gov-
ernment targets for help. 

One of the priorities of the National Black 
Leadership Commission on AIDS is bringing 
about a national AIDS strategy. This 
emerged from a conclave NBLCA facilitated 
last October that was co-chaired by Rev. Cal-
vin Butts, pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in New York, and Bishop T.D. Jakes, 
pastor of the Potter’s House in Dallas. 

The strategy would set goals and time-
tables and identify needed resources. It 
would make sure the 10 agencies that admin-
ister AIDS programs coordinate and commu-
nicate with one another. In short, it would 
be a road map about how we respond to the 
AIDS epidemic in the United States. 

The United States requires countries that 
receive help under PEPFAR to have such a 
strategy yet the United States itself does 
not have one. More than ironic, that’s tragic. 

The impact AIDS is having on our citizens, 
especially those in the black community, is 
alarming—and it’s getting worse. If we don’t 
mobilize now and make sure that we’re at-
tacking this disease with as much energy, re-
sources and intelligence as we can muster, 
we will someday wonder how we let such a 
disaster happen. 

Despite all the bad news, there can be 
hope. I came away from the International 
AIDS Conference encouraged that we are de-
termined as never before to fight the disease. 
I came away from the conference—and I 
think many of my fellow delegates from all 
over the world did, too—much more com-
mitted to this cause. 
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HONORING SANDRA POINDEXTER 
ON BEING NAMED MICHIGAN’S 
PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHICAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Sandra Poindexter of Marquette, Michi-
gan. Professor Poindexter has been named 
Michigan’s Professor of the Year and I ask 
that you, Madam Speaker, and the entire U.S. 
House of Representatives, join me in honoring 
her for this accomplishment. 

Sandra Poindexter, who teaches information 
systems at Northern Michigan University, has 
been recognized as Distinguished Professor of 
the Year by the presidents of Michigan’s 15 
public universities. She is being honored for 
her sustained commitment to creating and in-

fusing innovative teaching strategies and ex-
periential learning opportunities into the class-
room. 

This special recognition for Professor 
Poindexter is the most recent of many she has 
received for her innovations to learning, which 
expand the classroom into the community and 
around the world. Some of her special innova-
tions to learning include creatively integrating 
the Internet and notebook computers into aca-
demic environments, forming team-based and 
service-learning experiences and also fos-
tering international education through student 
and faculty exchange programs and devel-
oping the International Information Technology 
Student Conference. 

Northern Michigan University in the Upper 
Peninsula is committed to the high-quality, vi-
sionary teaching that Sandra Poindexter em-
bodies and this special award celebrates her 
many contributions to the academic world. 

Madam Speaker, as Sandra Poindexter ac-
cepts the honor of being named Michigan’s 
Professor of the Year, I ask that you and the 
entire U.S. House of Representatives join with 
me in congratulating her on this momentous 
occasion. Teachers like her are always appre-
ciated and I thank her for her contributions to 
education. 
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HONORING RAMADAN 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge Ramadan, the Muslim holy 
month of introspection, fasting and spiritual re-
newal. 

Throughout the entire 9th month of the Is-
lamic calendar year, Muslims demonstrate 
their devotion by fasting from sunrise until 
sunset. The month of Ramadan is also an im-
portant time for Muslim families and commu-
nities as they join together in expression of 
their devotion. 

Many Muslims use this time to seek phys-
ical and spiritual renewal. In fact, more than 
25,000 Muslims in my Congressional District 
observe this celebration to mark their stead-
fast commitments to faith, family and heritage. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in acknowledging the 
celebration of the month of Ramadan and 
wishing Muslims a peaceful holiday. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF DEAN 
STEVEN OLSON 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to recognize Steve Olson, 
who has recently retired as Dean of Occupa-
tional Education and Economic Development 
at Santa Rosa Junior College, SRJC. 

Dean Olson began his career as a Plant 
Science Instructor at SRJC in 1970, and was 

named Department Chair in 1974. Thirteen 
years later, he was selected as Dean of In-
struction, Educational Programs and Services. 
In this role he administered a variety of pro-
grams for the college including the Agriculture 
Department, the college’s Shone Farm, inter-
national education, as well as Community Out-
reach and Development. 

During his tenure at SRJC, he helped estab-
lish the Agriculture and Natural Resources De-
partment and the college farm. He also ex-
panded course offerings to more than 50 sites 
throughout Sonoma County, created a study 
abroad program for SRJC students, and de-
veloped an educational telecommunications 
program at the college. 

Throughout his career, Dean Olson has 
been an active participant in many profes-
sional associations, serving as Vice President 
of the California Agricultural Teachers Asso-
ciation, CATA, President of the North Coast 
CATA, founding Chairman of the State Advi-
sory Committee on Vocational Agricultural 
Education, a member of the California Joint 
Policy Council on Higher Education in Agri-
culture, President of the California Agricultural 
Leadership Associates, and co-chair of the 
Northern California Advocates for Global Edu-
cation. His involvement in his community has 
also extended to numerous non-profit organi-
zations including the Sonoma County Farm 
Bureau, the Sonoma County 4–H Foundation, 
Chair of the Rotary Club of Santa Rosa Foun-
dation, and Director of the Sonoma County 
Harvest Fair among others. 

Over the years, Dean Olson has been rec-
ognized for his many accomplishments with 
such honors as the Friend of 4–H Award, the 
Rotarian of the Year Award for Northern Cali-
fornia, the Friend of Sonoma County Agri-
culture Award and the Harold D. Bostock Life-
time of Service Rotary Award. 

Madam Speaker, Dean Olson has had a 
long and distinguished career where he has 
been a model for his community and his pro-
fession. He plans to spend his retirement 
years with his wife, Elaine, and their 6 grand-
children pursuing their many hobbies. It is ap-
propriate at this time that we honor Dean 
Olson for his many accomplishments and wish 
him well in his retirement. 
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CONGRATULATING THE RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE 2008 CHESTER 
COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDA-
TION LEGACY AWARDS 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the recipients of the 
2008 Chester County Community Foundation 
Legacy Awards. 

The Foundation annually recognizes mem-
bers of the community who embody its mis-
sion of making Chester County, Pennsylvania 
a vibrant place to live, work and raise a family. 

The following awards will be presented to 
those who have exhibited exceptional chari-
table commitment and dedicated community 
involvement: 
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