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The colleges and universities in Lou-

isiana, particularly those in the New 
Orleans area, remain in many ways fi-
nancially crippled by Hurricane 
Katrina. Three years after Katrina and 
Rita devastated Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi these institutions still have 
nearly $700 million in unrecovered 
losses. The estimates for Gustav and 
Ike are still not finalized, but at this 
stage the damage is purported to be at 
least $46 million to State colleges and 
universities alone. 

Before Katrina, the 11 colleges and 
universities in the New Orleans area 
educated 70,000 students. Today, that 
number is only 50,000, but it continues 
to slowly rebound. This growth comes 
despite the fact that our institutions of 
higher education experienced more 
than $1 billion in physical damages and 
operational losses due to the 2005 hurri-
canes and have recovered less than half 
of those losses. Higher education insti-
tutions are the largest employers in 
New Orleans both before and after 
Katrina. The higher education industry 
in New Orleans continues to attract 
millions of research dollars and sup-
ports industries as diverse as bio-
technology, aerospace, and medicine. 
The work of each institution in the 
city can be seen in every aspect of the 
region’s recovery, from the redesign of 
the city’s troubled public schools to 
coastal restoration and hurricane pro-
tection to the provision of health care 
across the region. They engage in this 
important work even as they continue 
to struggle with mounting revenue 
losses, buildings that remain in dis-
repair due to flooding, and the loss of 
key faculty and staff. 

I call today on the Secretary of Edu-
cation to make the Education Disaster 
Loan Program a top regulatory pri-
ority. It is my understanding that 
some Department of Education offi-
cials have said that they will not pro-
mulgate regulations on any newly cre-
ated programs in the Higher Education 
Act until funds are appropriated. This 
simply is not acceptable. This issue has 
become a major roadblock in the cur-
rent disaster funding process, and it is 
my hope that the Secretary and the 
Department will move expeditiously to 
establish regulations so that the pro-
gram may provide crucial assistance to 
the colleges and universities impacted 
by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, 
Ike, and the Midwest floods. 
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PRIVACY PROTECTIONS—S. 2321 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to announce that, today, after 
several discussions, the Bush adminis-
tration and lead sponsors of the E-Gov-
ernment Reauthorization Act of 2008, 
S. 2321, have accepted an amendment I 
have drafted to ensure that Americans’ 
privacy comes first when the Govern-
ment purchases and uses their most 
sensitive personal information. My 

amendment requires that Federal agen-
cies must conduct privacy impact as-
sessments before employing outside 
contractors that use and market Amer-
icans’ sensitive personal data. 

The addition of privacy protections 
to the E-Government Reauthorization 
Act will help to better protect all 
Americans from the growing threats of 
data breaches, identity theft, and other 
cyber crimes. I am particularly pleased 
about the compromise reached today 
because I am a proud supporter of this 
bill. In 2002, I was an original cosponsor 
of E-Government Act, and in the inter-
vening years, I have worked to promote 
and strengthen this law. 

The E-Government Reauthorization 
Act is a good bill that will now be even 
better because of the privacy protec-
tions added by my amendment. Re-
cently, the Government Accountability 
Office released a report on lessons 
learned about the Government data 
breaches at the Veterans’ Administra-
tion and elsewhere. That report found 
that Government contractor respon-
sibilities for preventing and responding 
to data breaches should be clearly de-
fined. My amendment takes a small 
but important step toward addressing 
the growing problem of lax data secu-
rity by Government contractors by 
making sure that Americans’ privacy 
rights are not compromised when they 
entrust their sensitive personal infor-
mation to our Government. 

I thank the lead sponsors of this bill 
for working with me on compromise 
privacy language for this bill. I also 
thank the many stakeholders who sup-
port this bill and my privacy amend-
ment, including the Center for Democ-
racy and Technology, Symantec, and 
the Cyber Security Industry Alliance. 

I urge all Senators to support and 
pass this important legislation. 
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HONORING MARYLAND’S 
OLYMPIANS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today 
I rise to honor and congratulate Mary-
land’s Olympic athletes for their per-
formance in the 2008 Beijing Summer 
Olympic Games. These dedicated, dis-
ciplined, and accomplished athletes are 
a source of great pride to Maryland and 
the country. Therefore, it is with great 
enthusiasm that I commend: 

Freddy Adu of Montgomery County, 
2008 men’s soccer team; Carmel An-
thony of Baltimore, 2008 men’s basket-
ball team; David Banks of Potomac, 
2008 men’s Olympic rowing team; Mau-
rice Edu of College Park, 2008 men’s 
soccer team; Jun Gao of Montgomery 
County, 2008 women’s table-tennis 
team; Georgia Gould of Baltimore, 2008 
women’s cycling team; Kathryn Hoff of 
Towson, 2008 women’s Olympic swim-
ming team; Gao Jun of Gaithersburg, 
2008 men’s Olympic table tennis team; 
Bobby Lea of Talbot County, 2008 
men’s Olympic cycling team; Mechelle 

Lewis of Prince George’s County, 2008 
women’s track & field team; Jessica 
Long of Baltimore, 2008 Paralympics 
swimming team; Khan Bob Malaythong 
of Rockville, 2008 men’s Olympic bad-
minton team; Tatyana McFadden of 
Howard County, 2008 Paralympic 
wheelchair racing; Scott Parsons of 
Montgomery County, 2008 men’s canoe 
and kayak team; Michael Phelps II of 
Baltimore, 2008 men’s Olympic swim-
ming team; Lauren Powley of the Uni-
versity of Maryland, 2008 women’s field 
hockey team; Dina Rizzo of the Univer-
sity of Maryland, 2008 women’s field 
hockey team; Robbie Rogers of the 
University of Maryland, 2008 men’s soc-
cer team; Gary Russell of Prince 
George’s County, 2008 men’s boxing 
team; Jamie Schroeder of Johns Hop-
kins University Medical School, 2008 
men’s rowing team; Phil Scholz of Loy-
ola College, 2008 Paralympic men’s 
swimming team; Chris Seitz of the Uni-
versity of Maryland, 2008 men’s soccer 
team; Keli Smith of the University of 
Maryland, 2008 women’s field hockey 
team; Scott Steele of Baltimore Coun-
ty, 2008 men’s wrestling team; Natalie 
Woolfolk of Arnold, Maryland, 2008 
women’s weightlifting team. 

It is with special pride that I recog-
nize the historical accomplishments of 
Baltimore’s own Michael Phelps. Mi-
chael Phelps has gone where no Olym-
pian has gone before. In this year’s 
Olympic Games he won a record-
breaking eight Gold Medals. That is a 
Gold Medal for every race he swam in. 

Before Michael Phelps shattered the 
record, the most Gold Medals ever won 
by an individual at a single Olympics 
was seven. That feat was accomplished 
by another American swimmer, Mark 
Spitz. And when Spitz captured his 
seven Gold Medals in the 1972 Olympic 
Games, everyone said it couldn’t be 
topped. 

Everyone, that is, except for Michael 
Phelps. 

The intrepid Michael Phelps didn’t 
just break world records at this year’s 
Olympic Games; he smashed them. He 
didn’t simply win Gold Medals in every 
race he swam; he also set seven new 
Olympic world records along the way. 

Like so many proud Marylanders and 
proud Americans, I watched Michael 
Phelps win race after race. And leave it 
to Michael Phelps to leave some of the 
best racing for last. What a race he 
swam August 16th. What a race; what a 
nailbiter. Michael Phelps, on his quest 
to win his seventh consecutive Gold 
Medal—this one in the men’s 100 meter 
butterfly—trailing behind, and then he 
came roaring back from seventh place 
at the turn to edge Serbia’s Milorad 
Cavic by one one-hundredth of a sec-
ond. What a race. What an epic race. 

I will also never forget Phelps’ last 
race of this year’s Olympic Games. It 
was the race that would determine 
whether Phelps would become the first 
Olympic athlete to win eight Gold Med-
als during a single Olympic Games. It 
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