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trying to help, but am widowed and on a lim-
ited income. My husband was a World War II 
hero, whose honors included, among over 50 
medals, two Purple Hearts and the Legion of 
Merit. We are trying to do our best to hang 
on but it gets harder every day. I paid $50 to 
fill my gas tank yesterday at a discount sta-
tion. If the situation continues to decline, I 
do not know how we will continue to be able 
to drive to work or the grocery store. As of 
now, I am only driving when necessary, and 
am limiting my spending in every way. 
Thank you for your concern. 

SHARON. 
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TRIBUTE TO LAPRELE AND JUDGE 
LLOYD GEORGE 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a Nevada couple who 
have spent their lives contributing to 
the community, committing to their 
family, and serving as an example to us 
all. 

Lloyd and LaPrele George have 
shared more than 50 years together. 
During that half century, Lloyd served 
as a fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force, 
graduated from Brigham Young Uni-
versity, and earned his juris doctorate 
from the University of California at 
Berkley. Since 1974 and an appoint-
ment to the Federal Bankruptcy Court, 
he has been known fondly in Nevada as 
Judge George. He was appointed as a 
U.S. district court judge in 1984, served 
5 years as the chief U.S. district judge, 
and assumed senior judge status in 
1997. 

I am reminded of Judge George every 
time I go to my southern Nevada of-
fice, as the newest Federal building in 
Las Vegas proudly bears his name. 
Judge George is a fixture in the Nevada 
legal community, but his reputation 
extends beyond the walls of his court-
house and beyond the borders of the 
United States. He has lectured on legal 
topics nationally and internationally 
and often serves as an ambassador, 
showing foreign dignitaries around the 
courthouse and introducing them to 
southern Nevada. 

While his name may be known by ju-
rists around the world, his own world 
has always revolved around his wife 
LaPrele, their 4 children, and 13 grand-
children. In November, Opportunity 
Village, one of the most respected local 
organizations in Las Vegas, will honor 
the George Family with the ‘‘Order of 
the Village.’’ The Georges will be rec-
ognized for their tireless advocacy on 
behalf of people with intellectual dis-
abilities. 

Lloyd and LaPrele’s oldest son Doug 
sparked their involvement in the spe-
cial needs community. At a time when 
it was expected that children with in-
tellectual disabilities would be sent to 
institutions, the Georges instead em-
braced their son and became champions 
for those with intellectual disabilities 
and an inspiration for their families. 
They were involved in the early days of 
the Clark County Association of Re-

tarded Children, even cosigning the 
mortgage on the group’s first building. 
Over time, it evolved into Opportunity 
Village, Nevada’s largest private, not- 
for-profit community rehabilitation 
program. Serving more than 3,000 peo-
ple a year, Opportunity Village offers 
Nevadans, like Doug George, a chance 
to earn a paycheck and feel a sense of 
independence. 

The Georges have shined the light of 
their service on southern Nevada for 
many years. We have been blessed by 
their heartfelt involvement and loving 
leadership. Judge George and LaPrele, 
thank you for your commitment to 
your family and to our community. 
There is hope and opportunity for 
many Nevadans because of you. May 
God continue to bless you and your 
family. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN WILDLAND 
FIREFIGHTERS 

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I have a 
favorite quote about firefighters: ‘‘All 
men are created equal, then a few be-
come firemen.’’ 

Firefighters are indeed a rare breed— 
selfless and brave. It is a tragedy when 
even one is lost. On September 1, Mon-
tana and America lost not one but 
three firefighters in an airplane crash 
as they rushed to quell the flames of a 
fire in California. Gene Wahlstrom, 
Greg Gonsioroski, and Zachary 
VanderGriend may be gone from this 
Earth, but they will never be forgotten. 
Their sacrifice and unwavering dedica-
tion to the lives of others stand as an 
example for all Americans. These brave 
men were based in Missoula, MT, and 
though they hailed from Washington 
and Utah in addition to the Big Sky 
State, I am proud to call them all Mon-
tanans. 

Gene Wahlstrom began his 35-year 
flying career as a crop duster and rose 
to the position of chief pilot for Nep-
tune Aviation. Gene was a Vietnam 
veteran and a natural leader and men-
tor. Folks who knew Gene say he was a 
kind, genuine, accomplished, and loyal 
friend. 

Most folks who knew Greg 
Gonsioroski just called him ‘‘Gonzo.’’ 
He began his career as an airplane me-
chanic but decided to take to the skies 
himself. Greg was a native of Baker, 
MT. A family man first, father to Ga-
briel, Grady, and Gracelyn, and doting 
husband to Kim, he will be remembered 
as a gentle giant and a loving and pa-
tient father, husband, and friend. 

Zachary VanderGriend was a new em-
ployee with Neptune Aviation but not 
new to flying—he had dreamed of being 
a pilot since he was 2 years old. 
Zachary got his pilot’s license when he 
was 17 and spent much of his time in 
volunteer programs such as the Young 

Eagles. As noted in his eulogy, Zachary 
was a devoted Christian who loved to 
fly ‘‘because it was there he felt closest 
to God.’’ 

I believe service is one of the most 
honorable things a person can do. 
Whether it is service to ones commu-
nity, State, or country, service is the 
most noble of all human endeavors. 

In Montana and indeed across much 
of the West, fires are an almost con-
stant threat. It is the price we pay for 
living in one of the most beautiful 
places on earth. So every year we place 
our belongings, our homes and our 
lives in the hands of firefighters—too 
often without a second thought. 

The loss of Gene, Greg, and Zachary 
gives us pause. As a Montanan and an 
American, I feel tremendous sadness in 
their passing but also tremendous grat-
itude for the time we were graced with 
their presence.∑ 
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REMEMBERING NATHAN WEXLER 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, the State 
of Delaware lost one of its most re-
markable citizens on September 10, 
with the passing of Nathan Wexler at 
the age of 97. 

I first met Nate many years ago dur-
ing one of my early campaigns, when 
he showed up in my campaign head-
quarters offering to volunteer. From 
that day forward, though he had re-
tired from his dry cleaning business 
and was at an age when most folks are 
ready to slow down, Nate was one of 
our most active volunteers. 

A talented artist, Nate began a sec-
ond career as a professional sign paint-
er. Indeed, one of the staples of our 
campaign’s offices was a large sign 
that he painted many years ago. I have 
had several campaigns, and several 
campaign headquarters, but Nate’s sign 
remains, a reminder of his commit-
ment as well as his friendship. 

But for all of Nate’s artistic talent, 
his most enduring characteristic was 
his love of people, and his ability to in-
spire loyalty and affection from every-
one he came in contact with. 

Many of the volunteers on my cam-
paigns have been young people, full of 
idealism and eager to learn. They have 
often been young enough to be Nate’s 
grandchildren or even great-grand-
children. But Nate always relished 
their idealism. He tried to see people 
and events through their eyes and 
learn from that point of view, and he 
gently shared his experience and wis-
dom. It was remarkable to see the af-
fection and respect he engendered in 
those idealistic kids. 

My family and I were privileged to 
spend time with Nate in settings away 
from the political arena, and those oc-
casions were simply a delight. They 
were times rich with humor and wit, as 
well as wisdom. Our conversations were 
filled with insight, not just into the 
past and present, but looking far into 
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the future at the challenges our Nation 
and world will face. Nate knew that he 
would never face those challenges, but 
that his great grandchildren and great- 
great-grandchildren would. 

Nate Wexler leaves behind a large 
family and friends of all ages and from 
all walks of life. He will be missed tre-
mendously, but he lives on in all of us 
who were fortunate enough to know 
and to learn from him.∑ 
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HONORING CALIFORNIA’S LOST 
FIREFIGHTERS 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
lives of Shawn Blazer, Scott Charlson, 
Edrik Gomez, Matthew Hammer, Dan 
Packer, Andrew Jackson Palmer, Jim 
Ramage, Steven Renno, Bryan Rich, 
Roark Schwanenberg, and David 
Steele. These brave men lost their lives 
while working to protect Californians 
from devastating forest fires. 

On August 5, 2008, seven firefighters 
and two helicopter pilots were trag-
ically killed in a helicopter accident 
while bravely fighting the Iron Com-
plex Fire in Trinity County. I would 
like to say a few words about each of 
these men. 

Shawn Blazer of Medford, OR, had 
been working as a firefighter for 1 year 
and told his family and friends that he 
had ‘‘discovered his calling.’’ Shawn 
was dedicated to his family and had 
been caring for his mother when he 
died. He had a passion for photography, 
computer games and playing sports. He 
is remembered for his dedication and 
love for his friends and family. 

Scott Charlson of Phoenix, OR, was a 
student at Southern Oregon University 
and worked as a firefighter during the 
summer to put himself through college. 
He had a passion for journalism, espe-
cially covering sporting events. His 
classmates recalled his ethics, excel-
lence in reporting and kind and caring 
nature. 

Edrik Gomez of Ashland, OR, was a 
student at Southern Oregon Univer-
sity, double majoring in communica-
tions and political science and was in 
his first year as a firefighter. Gomez 
was known as a leader with great com-
passion and for his lighthearted spirit, 
interest in politics and close bond with 
his family and friends. 

Matthew Hammer of Grants Pass, 
OR, was a recent graduate from Corban 
College with a degree in business. He 
married his college sweetheart this 
summer and had planned on making 
2008 his last fire season as a firefighter. 
He is remembered as an athletic, 
friendly, fun-loving person who ex-
celled under pressure. 

Jim Ramage of Redding, CA, was a 
helicopter pilot who served in the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam war and had 
a distinguished career with the U.S. 
Forest Service and CAL Fire. Friends 
and family remember Jim’s passion for 

aviation and protecting public safety. 
He is remembered for the bonds he cre-
ated with his friends and the great love 
he had for his family. 

Steven ‘‘Caleb’’ Renno of Cave Junc-
tion, OR, was a track and field coach 
for his alma mater, Illinois Valley High 
School, where he excelled in both track 
and cross country. After high school he 
attended Southern Oregon University 
and worked as a firefighter during sum-
mers. He will be remembered for his 
talent as a runner and as an avid trav-
eler. 

Bryan Rich of Central Point, OR, was 
a talented framing carpenter who re-
cently began a career in firefighting. 
He loved spending time outdoors, play-
ing sports and is remembered for his 
dedication to his family. 

Roark Schwanenberg of Lostine, OR, 
was a U.S. Army trained helicopter 
pilot, who many of his colleagues con-
sider one of the best helicopter pilots, 
with whom they have worked. He is re-
membered for his humor, great skill as 
a pilot, and love for his family and 
friends. 

David Steele of Bend, OR, was a stu-
dent at Central Oregon Community 
College and worked as a firefighter 
during the summer to pay for his edu-
cation. He planned on becoming a ca-
reer firefighter after graduating from 
both Fire Fighting and Emergency 
Medical Technician schools. Friends 
and family remember his strong work 
ethic, love of his family and big heart. 

We also mourn the loss of two other 
brave firefighters from the State of 
Washington who lost their lives bat-
tling California wildfires this summer. 

Dan Packer of Sumner, WA, was the 
Chief of the East Piece Fire Depart-
ment and past president of the Wash-
ington State Fire Chiefs. He had a pas-
sion for public safety and was known 
for his ability to relate to anyone. 
Chief Packer is remembered for his 
strong leadership abilities and dedica-
tion to his family. Chief Packer lost 
his life while battling the Panther Fire 
in Siskiyou County on July 26, 2008. 

Andrew Jackson Palmer of Port 
Townsend, WA, was a 2008 graduate of 
Port Townsend High School where he 
was a standout athlete on the football 
team. Andy enjoyed playing a variety 
of sports and spending time with his 
friends and family. Andy’s loved ones 
recall his kind heart, honesty and in-
tegrity. Andy tragically died while 
fighting the Iron Complex Fire in Trin-
ity County on July 25, 2008. 

These brave firefighters and pilots, 
like all those who fight fires across 
California, put their lives on the line to 
protect our communities. My heart 
goes out to their families and loved 
ones and my thoughts and prayers are 
with them. We are forever indebted to 
them for their courage, service and sac-
rifice.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO JO PRICE CRAVEN 
∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize Ms. Jo Price 
Craven, principal of Piner Elementary 
School in Morning City, KY. Ms. Jo 
Price Craven was recently honored by 
the National Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals as one of the re-
cipients of the 2008 National Distin-
guished Principals Award. 

The National Distinguished Prin-
cipals Program was established in 1984 
as an annual event to honor exemplary 
elementary school principals who set 
the pace, character, and quality of the 
education children receive during their 
early school years. One principal is 
chosen from each of the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia, and this year 
Ms. Jo Price Craven has been selected 
as a National Distinguished Principal 
from the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Throughout her time at Piner Ele-
mentary School, Principal Jo Price 
Craven has displayed herself to be an 
example of excellence in primary edu-
cation. Her educational philosophy fos-
ters a school environment that is con-
siderate and challenging to allow 
teachers at Piner Elementary to mobi-
lize and enhance student performance. 

Kentuckians are extremely proud of 
Ms. Jo Price Craven. I am honored to 
pay tribute to her, and I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Prin-
cipal Craven continued success as she 
continues her exceptional work in edu-
cation.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. KELSEY LANDT 
∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Ms. Kelsey Landt of Padu-
cah, KY, who is a premed senior at the 
University of Kentucky at 13 years old. 
Before her teenage years Kelsey par-
ticipated in spinal cord injury research 
at the University of Kentucky, and 
while at the National Institute of Neu-
rological Disorders and Stroke, she uti-
lized transcranial magnetic stimula-
tion to understand reward processing. 
At the age of 10, she presented her 
work at the 2005 Community College 
Conference for Student Research in 
Madisonville, KY, and this year, she 
participated in a summer internship 
program at the National Institutes of 
Health in Maryland. At an age when 
many children look to hangout at a 
local mall, Kelsey has already built a 
resume that mirrors those students 
who were born more than a decade be-
fore her. 

In addition to her academic activi-
ties, Kelsey is involved in community 
life. She is presently the youngest ac-
count holder at the Community Foun-
dation of West Kentucky where she 
raises money for medical and research 
based charitable organizations. She is a 
regular at the local Salvation Army 
and makes time to volunteer at a local 
children’s hospital in Lexington, KY. 

After earning a bachelor’s degree in 
biology at the University of Kentucky 
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