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Michael was well known for docu-

menting New Orleans social club pa-
rades and jazz funerals, neighborhood 
traditions, Mardi Gras Indians, spir-
itual church ceremonies, and many of 
the city and State’s renowned jazz, 
blues, rhythm and blues, and gospel 
musicians. He was a fixture at every 
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival 
since it began in 1970 until his retire-
ment in 2005. His works are inter-
nationally recognized and are perma-
nent collections at a number of muse-
ums including the Bibliothque Na-
tional in Paris, the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Historic New Orleans Collec-
tion, the New Orleans Museum of Art, 
the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 
and the Louisiana State Museum. 

In the last few years, Michael had 
been honored with numerous awards 
celebrating his work. He received a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Louisiana Endowment for the Human-
ities in 2002 and was named Music Pho-
tographer of the Year by Offbeat maga-
zine. In 2004 he received a Mayor’s Arts 
Award from the Arts Council of New 
Orleans and a Clarence John Laughlin 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
New Orleans/Gulf South chapter of the 
American Society of Media Photog-
raphers. In 2005, he received the 
Delgado Society award from the New 
Orleans Museum of Art, the first pho-
tographer to be so honored. The recipi-
ent of two Photographer’s Fellowships 
from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, Michael’s prints have toured 
worldwide through the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency. 

Michael’s photographs grace the cov-
ers of many CDs and record albums, il-
lustrate numerous books and magazine 
articles published in America and Eu-
rope, and are a staple of documentary 
films on the rich cultural history of 
New Orleans and Louisiana. 

He was also an original owner and 
founder of Tipitina’s, an iconic music 
club located at the corner of Napoleon 
Avenue and Tchoupitoulas Street in 
uptown New Orleans. 

Michael is survived by his partner 
Karen Louise Snyder; his brother Jo-
seph Byrd Hatchitt Smith; two daugh-
ters, Jan Lamberton Smith and Leslie 
Blackshear Smith; and three grand-
children, Chance King Doyle, Leslie 
Elizabeth Doyle, and Francis Brandon 
Arant.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LOUISIANA WWII 
VETERANS 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am 
proud to honor a group of 88 World War 
II veterans from every region of Lou-
isiana who are traveling to Wash-
ington, DC, this weekend to visit the 
various memorials and monuments 
that recognize the sacrifices of our Na-
tion’s invaluable service members. 

Louisiana HonorAir, a group based in 
Lafayette, LA, is sponsoring this Sat-

urday’s trip to the Nation’s Capital. 
The organization is honoring each sur-
viving World War II Louisiana veteran 
by giving them an opportunity to see 
the memorials dedicated to their serv-
ice. On this trip, the veterans will visit 
the World War II, Korea, Vietnam and 
Iwo Jima memorials. They will also 
travel to Arlington National Cemetery 
to lay a wreath on the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. 

This is the first of four flights Lou-
isiana HonorAir will make to Wash-
ington, DC, this fall. 

World War II was one of America’s 
greatest triumphs, but was also a con-
flict rife with individual sacrifice and 
tragedy. More than 60 million people 
worldwide were killed, including 40 
million civilians, and more than 400,000 
American service members were slain 
during the long war. The ultimate vic-
tory over enemies in the Pacific and in 
Europe is a testament to the valor of 
American soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines. The years 1941 to 1945 also 
witnessed an unprecedented mobiliza-
tion of domestic industry, which sup-
plied our military on two distant 
fronts. 

In Louisiana, there remain today 
more than 33,000 living WWII veterans, 
and each one has a heroic tale of 
achieving the noble victory of freedom 
over tyranny. The oldest in this 
HonorAir group was born in 1913. Two 
of these veterans began their service in 
the Louisiana National Guard as early 
as 1936, and were activated for Federal 
service in 1941. 

This group served in every branch of 
the military, including 29 in the U.S. 
Army, 14 in the U.S. Army Air Corps, 
23 in the U.S. Navy, 8 in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 2 in the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rines, one in the U.S. Coast Guard and 
one in the Women’s Reserve of the U.S. 
Naval Reserve. Our heroes served 
across the globe, participating in major 
invasions such as the Battle of the 
Bulge, the Battle of Huertgen Forest, 
and the battles of Tunisia, Naples- 
Foggia, Rome, Anzio, Po Valley and 
North Apennines. They served in Eu-
rope, North Africa and the Pacific The-
ater. One was wounded in Germany, 
and another was captured as a prisoner 
of war. 

Many of these veterans earned Purple 
Hearts, including one with three Battle 
Stars. One of our veterans went on to 
serve in both Korea and Vietnam, retir-
ing in 1967. 

I ask the Senate to join me in hon-
oring these 88 veterans, all Louisiana 
heroes, who we welcome to Washington 
this weekend and Louisiana HonorAir 
for making these trips a reality.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ROTH 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
wish to take a few moments to ac-
knowledge the life and work of a very 
ordinary, yet extraordinary, American 

named Bob Roth of Bristow, VA. Bob 
died of cancer earlier this year, at the 
young age of 44, leaving behind a wife 
of 19 years and five young children. His 
was one of far too many vibrant young 
lives cut short by this terrible disease. 
As was his way in life, Bob fought can-
cer to the very end attacking the dis-
ease as ferociously as it attacked him. 

Recent developments in the FBI an-
thrax case had brought the case back 
into the media in the last month. I 
want to pause and recognize that the 
recent breaks in the case were built 
upon the hard work of Special Agent 
Roth and his team. Many of us remem-
ber what it was like on Capitol Hill in 
October of 2001 when an anthrax-laced 
letter appeared in Senator Daschle’s of-
fice and another in Senator LEAHY’s of-
fice. Spores were found at the U.S. Su-
preme Court, and postal workers who 
handled the letters died from inhala-
tion. No one felt entirely safe from one 
of the most deadly germs known to 
man. 

The FBI was immediately on the 
case, and a September 2003 Washington 
Post article explained their approach 
in the following manner: 

To run the anthrax case day to day, Assist-
ant FBI director Van Harp turned to veteran 
FBI agent Bob Roth whose meticulous style 
mirrored his own. Roth sometimes referred 
to himself as a cops-and-robbers kind of guy, 
best suited to pursuing the mobsters, 
embezzlers and kidnappers who had always 
been the FBI’s bread and butter. But this 
case posed an entirely new set of challenges, 
and Roth was willing to try almost anything 
to solve it . . . the FBI’s frustrations with 
the case were palpable. At one meeting at 
the Washington field office, agents talked 
candidly about the toll the long hours were 
exacting on their families. Roth vented, too, 
groaning to no one in particular, ‘‘Get me 
out of this.’’ 

But he never asked to get out. Long 
after the media lost interest, Agent 
Roth worked tirelessly. As the FBI 
slogged through one of the most com-
plicated, high-profile cases it ever 
faced, Agent Bob Roth served his coun-
try as a pioneer in the efforts to fight 
domestic terrorism and weapons of 
mass destruction. He literally risked 
his life investigating scenes and evi-
dence from the anthrax case. He was 
later honored by being promoted to As-
sistant Section Chief of the Bureau’s 
newly created Weapons of Mass De-
struction Directorate. It was a role he 
had little time to address because he 
spent the last year of his life fighting 
against his own personal WMD: mul-
tiple myeloma, an aggressive bone can-
cer. 

Bob was an exemplary father, de-
voted husband, committed Christian, 
community leader, and Government 
servant. He served 16 years for the FBI 
and was highly commended and deco-
rated for his exceptional life and un-
failing integrity, for his leadership and 
excellence in his profession for his in-
spiring example as a devoted husband 
and loving father to five beautiful chil-
dren for his character and long service 
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