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to our country, and for his pioneering 
efforts in fighting against weapons of 
mass destruction. 

I ask that the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD reflect the impressive con-
tributions made by Special Agent Rob-
ert Roth to his country.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MARY KEATING 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today 
I celebrate the life of Mary Keating, 
who, until she passed away last Octo-
ber, was a proud resident of the city 
and great State of New York for nearly 
78 years. Mary first came to America 
at the young age of 17, far from her 
home and her family in Derry, 
Kilshanny, County Clare, Ireland. Not 
long after she arrived, she met and 
married Martin Keating, who also 
hailed from County Clare. She and 
Martin shared many passions, most no-
tably their love for their family, their 
friends, and their deep, abiding faith in 
God. While neither of them were musi-
cians, they relished the Irish country 
sets of their native Clare and carried 
them with them to this country, even-
tually to meet and dance them on the 
Rockaway Beach boardwalks, which as 
far as they were concerned was simply 
the last parish in Clare. As one of her 
youngest grandchildren, Ronan, ob-
served, if you visited their home you 
would find a layer of dust on the top of 
the knob on their radio because it had 
not been moved from its resting spot 
on the Irish music station in decades. 

Music was not the only way that 
Mary celebrated her Irish heritage. It 
also could be found in her love to en-
tertain friends and family. It was well 
known in their neighborhood and be-
yond that there was always an extra 
spot at the dinner table in the Keating 
home. As Mary would say, ‘‘what is one 
extra potato in the pot?’’ One could 
never visit her home without enjoying 
at least a cup of tea and an assortment 
of food. Three generations of Keatings 
grew up savoring her specialties such 
Irish soda bread, turnips, and leg of 
lamb. Much to their chagrin, her 
daughters and granddaughters have 
never been able to make a soda bread 
half as delicious as Mary’s, simply be-
cause the ‘‘recipe’’ was all done by 
taste and memory. As her grand-
daughter Kristin noted, the only one of 
Mary’s dishes her grandchildren will 
not miss is her ‘‘lumpy’’ mashed pota-
toes, especially since Martin was a firm 
believer in the notion that children 
should finish everything they are 
served. 

Mary will be remembered by all who 
knew her as a strong and caring woman 
who lived a life guided by her faith and 
values. Long before recycling became 
the politically correct thing to do, 
Mary Keating saved and reused every 
bread bag, rubber band, piece of tinfoil, 
and jar she ever brought into the 
house. Old jelly jars were magically 

transformed into milk glasses and 
bread bags were used to store every-
thing from school lunch to sea shells 
from Rockaway Beach. 

Even though Mary has left this 
world, her legacy will continue through 
the lives and work of her 8 children, 20 
grandchildren, and 24 great-grand-
children. I know this because her 
granddaughter, Kathleen Keating 
Strottman, served as my staff for over 
7 years and I saw many of these traits 
in her. In honor of Mary’s Irish herit-
age, I would like to close my remarks 
with the refrain of an Irish ballad, 
‘‘The Lovely Rose of Clare’’: 

Oh my lovely rose of Clare, you’re the 
sweetest girl I know, You’re the queen of all 
the roses, the pretty flowers that grow, You 
are the sunshine of my life, so beautiful and 
fair, And I will always love you, my lovely 
rose of Clare.∑ 
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HONORING HUSSON COLLEGE 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
honor one of the jewels of Maine higher 
education, Husson College, in Bangor, 
ME, which will officially make its 
much-anticipated transition to Husson 
University on October 11, 2008. 

I know I join with countless Husson 
students and alumni from practically 
every town in Maine, as well as from 
around the country and the world, in 
expressing my deep-seated pride in 
what Husson College has accomplished 
since its founding in 1898 by Chesley 
Husson, and for what it will achieve in 
the years ahead as Husson University. 
Although the name has changed, the 
longstanding hallmarks of Husson 
which have served its students so ex-
ceptionally well for 110 years will not 
only remain the same, but will also be 
strengthened more than ever. A broad-
er-based institution than it was just 20 
years ago, Husson—at this watershed 
moment of becoming a university—se-
cures an even greater presence on the 
educational landscape, offering mul-
tiple degrees through various schools 
and bolstering its overall capacity to 
bring to its students a wide range of 
dynamic and diverse programs, espe-
cially at the graduate level. 

From the dawn of the 20th century to 
the beginning of the 21st, Husson has, 
at its core, strived to prepare its grad-
uates for success in life and in profes-
sional careers, by cultivating a learn-
ing discipline, regimen, and environ-
ment tailored to each student that ul-
timately facilitates individual growth 
and progress. Ushering Husson Col-
lege—now Husson University—into the 
21st century is, fittingly, its 21st presi-
dent, Dr. Bill Beardsley, who, since 
1987, has been continually drawing 
from Husson’s rich past, while simulta-
neously focusing on what lies just over 
the horizon. 

With Bill’s unsurpassed vision, 
Husson is still—and will forever be—an 
institution focused on teaching rather 

than research—a place for imparting 
and acquiring knowledge that both fos-
ters student development and equips 
its graduates with the educational 
tools to be valued civic and business 
leaders. Furthermore, because of Bill’s 
unparalleled reputation and ingenuity 
as an innovator, Husson has also been 
at the forefront of developing a cut-
ting-edge curriculum that takes into 
account marketplace changes, demo-
graphic shifts, and economic trends. 
So, it is little wonder that under Bill’s 
vibrant and effective leadership, 
Husson has more than tripled its ma-
triculation of freshman students, more 
than doubled its number of tradition- 
al undergraduates—when considering 
those attending the New England 
School of Communications—and has 
undergone a stunning expansion on its 
campus to accommodate new schools 
and programs, not to mention more 
alumni. 

Nothing speaks more to Husson’s tra-
dition of commitment to the student— 
and the primacy of a hands-on edu-
cation that is accessible and afford-
able—than a student-to-teacher ratio 
that is an exceptional 19 to 1, 70 faculty 
members dedicated only to teaching in 
the classroom, and tuition costs that 
are purposely kept from skyrocketing, 
and where nearly 90 percent of Husson 
students qualify to receive Federal, 
State, community, or campus-based fi-
nancial aid. 

Additionally, as Husson espouses a 
teaching emphasis emblematic of a col-
lege, it offers curriculum possibilities 
that integrate liberal arts and sciences, 
professional and technical studies, and 
learning outside the classroom that are 
indicative of its status as a university. 
Many schools may offer degrees in 
business, but at Husson, that area of 
study can be specialized to include not 
only financial management, but also 
hospitality management, small/family 
business management, and sports man-
agement—compelling and rigorous 
pathways of learning that can be sig-
nificantly attractive to highly-moti-
vated, professionally-centered stu-
dents. 

As Chair and now ranking member of 
the Senate Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreurship, I can tell you 
firsthand that this approach to busi-
ness education that creates greater 
personalization yields benefits in an in-
creasingly competitive marketplace for 
employers and prospective employees 
alike. And those rewards extend be-
yond the boundaries of business class-
es. 

For example, how many schools na-
tionwide have a chemistry major that 
contains a prepharmacy track or para-
legal studies or boatbuilding tech-
nology program or graduate programs 
in nursing, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, and a graduate course 
of study in pharmacy being developed? 
And how many institutions would have 
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