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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 
1424, EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
STABILIZATION ACT OF 2008; EN-
ERGY IMPROVEMENT AND EX-
TENSION ACT OF 2008; AND TAX 
EXTENDERS AND ALTERNATIVE 
MINIMUM TAX RELIEF ACT OF 
2008 
Ms. SUTTON, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–907) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1525) providing for consideration 
of the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 1424) to amend section 712 of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, section 2705 of the Public 
Health Service Act, section 9812 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire equity in the provision of mental 
health and substance-related disorder 
benefits under group health plans, to 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
genetic information with respect to 
health insurance and employment, and 
for other purposes, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES AND WAIVING REQUIRE-
MENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE 
XIII WITH RESPECT TO CONSID-
ERATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS 
Ms. SUTTON, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–908) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1526) providing for consideration 
of motions to suspend the rules and 
waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII with respect to consideration 
of certain resolutions reported from 
the Committee on Rules, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2008, AT PAGE 
23383 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 

BOEHNER) for today until 8:48 a.m. on 
account of official business. 

f 

CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2008, AT PAGE 
23360 

BROADBAND DATA IMPROVEMENT 
ACT 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Energy and Commerce be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the Senate bill (S. 1492) to improve 
the quality of Federal and State data 
regarding the availability and quality 
of broadband services and to promote 
the deployment of affordable 
broadband services to all parts of the 
Nation, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the Senate bill is as fol-

lows: 

S. 1492 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

TITLE I—BROADBAND DATA 
IMPROVEMENT 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Broadband 

Data Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 102 FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) The deployment and adoption of 

broadband technology has resulted in en-
hanced economic development and public 
safety for communities across the Nation, 
improved health care and educational oppor-
tunities, and a better quality of life for all 
Americans. 

(2) Continued progress in the deployment 
and adoption of broadband technology is 
vital to ensuring that our Nation remains 
competitive and continues to create business 
and job growth. 

(3) Improving Federal data on the deploy-
ment and adoption of broadband service will 
assist in the development of broadband tech-
nology across all regions of the Nation. 

(4) The Federal Government should also 
recognize and encourage complementary 
State efforts to improve the quality and use-
fulness of broadband data and should encour-
age and support the partnership of the public 
and private sectors in the continued growth 
of broadband services and information tech-
nology for the residents and businesses of 
the Nation. 
SEC. 103 IMPROVING FEDERAL DATA ON 

BROADBAND. 
(a) IMPROVING SECTION 706 INQUIRY.—Sec-

tion 706 of the Telecommunications Act of 
1996 (47 U.S.C. 157 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘regularly’’ in subsection 
(b) and inserting ‘‘annually’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION FOR 
UNSERVED AREAS.—As part of the inquiry re-
quired by subsection (b), the Commission 
shall compile a list of geographical areas 
that are not served by any provider of ad-
vanced telecommunications capability (as 
defined by section 706(c)(1) of the Tele-
communications Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C. 157 
note)) and to the extent that data from the 
Census Bureau is available, determine, for 
each such unserved area— 

‘‘(1) the population; 
‘‘(2) the population density; and 
‘‘(3) the average per capita income.’’. 
(b) INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As part of the assessment 
and report required by section 706 of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C. 
157 note), the Federal Communications Com-
mission shall include information comparing 
the extent of broadband service capability 
(including data transmission speeds and 
price for broadband service capability) in a 
total of 75 communities in at least 25 coun-
tries abroad for each of the data rate bench-
marks for broadband service utilized by the 
Commission to reflect different speed tiers. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The Commission shall 
choose communities for the comparison 
under this subsection in a manner that will 
offer, to the extent possible, communities of 
a population size, population density, topog-
raphy, and demographic profile that are 
comparable to the population size, popu-
lation density, topography, and demographic 
profile of various communities within the 
United States. The Commission shall include 
in the comparison under this subsection— 

(A) a geographically diverse selection of 
countries; and 

(B) communities including the capital cit-
ies of such countries. 

(3) SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES.—The 
Commission shall identify relevant similar-
ities and differences in each community, in-
cluding their market structures, the number 
of competitors, the number of facilities- 
based providers, the types of technologies de-
ployed by such providers, the applications 
and services those technologies enable, the 
regulatory model under which broadband 
service capability is provided, the types of 
applications and services used, business and 
residential use of such services, and other 
media available to consumers. 

(c) CONSUMER SURVEY OF BROADBAND SERV-
ICE CAPABILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of evalu-
ating, on a statistically significant basis, the 
national characteristics of the use of 
broadband service capability, the Commis-
sion shall conduct and make public periodic 
surveys of consumers in urban, suburban, 
and rural areas in the large business, small 
business, and residential consumer markets 
to determine— 

(A) the types of technology used to provide 
the broadband service capability to which 
consumers subscribe; 

(B) the amounts consumers pay per month 
for such capability; 

(C) the actual data transmission speeds of 
such capability; 

(D) the types of applications and services 
consumers most frequently use in conjunc-
tion with such capability; 

(E) for consumers who have declined to 
subscribe to broadband service capability, 
the reasons given by such consumers for de-
clining such capability; 

(F) other sources of broadband service ca-
pability which consumers regularly use or on 
which they rely; and 

(G) any other information the Commission 
deems appropriate for such purpose. 

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Commission 
shall make publicly available the results of 
surveys conducted under this subsection at 
least once per year. 

(d) IMPROVING CENSUS DATA ON 
BROADBAND.—The Secretary of Commerce, in 
consultation with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, shall expand the Amer-
ican Community Survey conducted by the 
Bureau of the Census to elicit information 
for residential households, including those 
located on native lands, to determine wheth-
er persons at such households own or use a 
computer at that address, whether persons 
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