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The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be allowed to 
speak—I assume we are in morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in 
morning business. 

Mr. HAGEL. For up to 20 minutes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, thank 

you. I am very pleased you are in the 
chair this afternoon. For those who are 
not aware of the fact that Nebraska’s 
entire Senate delegation is on the Sen-
ate floor today, one who will soon be-
come the senior Senator is presiding. 
So, thank you, Mr. President. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I would 
like to begin my remarks this after-
noon acknowledging four of our col-
leagues who will be leaving the Senate 
along with me at the end of this Con-
gress, the 110th Congress, and then 
make some additional comments. 

PETE DOMENICI AND JOHN WARNER 

Mr. President, this body will lose two 
of the most respected, highly regarded 
consensus builders in the history of 
this body. I speak of the senior Senator 
from New Mexico, Mr. DOMENICI, and 
the senior Senator from Virginia, Mr. 
WARNER. Between the two of these dis-
tinguished national leaders, they have 
given the Senate and this country 70 
years of service. 

Most Americans are aware of Sen-
ators DOMENICI and WARNER and the 
contributions they have made. Those of 
us who have had the privilege of serv-
ing with these two individuals know 
what they have meant to our country. 
They have been role models, leaders, 
men of conscience, of vision, of integ-
rity, of courage. And all of those most- 
valued human characteristics have 
been evident when America has needed 
them most. 

For their voice and their courage and 
their vision, we thank them. For the 
kind of men they are, and the Senators 
they have been, we thank them. We are 
all much enriched by our association 
with Senators WARNER and DOMENICI, 
and this country will miss them great-
ly. 

But they leave strong legacies. They 
leave men and women who have been 
touched by their leadership and their 
values who will carry on behind them, 
emulating their leadership and their 
vision. 

WAYNE ALLARD 

Mr. President, I wish also to recog-
nize one of my classmates with whom I 

came to the Senate 12 years ago. He is 
our neighbor from the West, the senior 
Senator from Colorado, WAYNE AL-
LARD. Aside from Senator ALLARD and 
Colorado usually taking Nebraska’s 
water, we find little to quarrel with in 
the kind of work that Senator ALLARD 
has done for his State and our country. 

I have had an opportunity to serve 12 
years with Senator ALLARD on the 
Banking Committee. His very steady 
performance and leadership will be 
missed on that committee, as well as 
on the other committees he has served 
and has been very active, as my col-
league in the chair knows, who served 
with him as well on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee. His leadership on the 
Budget Committee in particular will be 
missed. I wish to acknowledge that 
friendship and that leadership of Sen-
ator ALLARD. 

LARRY CRAIG 
Mr. President, the fourth Member of 

the Senate who will be leaving along 
with me will be the senior Senator 
from Idaho, LARRY CRAIG. I have had 
an opportunity to work with Senator 
CRAIG over the years on environmental 
issues, energy issues, trade issues, agri-
cultural issues. There have been few 
who have been as forceful and impor-
tant a voice on behalf of those critical 
challenges to our country. 

Senator CRAIG, Senator ALLARD, Sen-
ator WARNER, and Senator DOMENICI all 
leave the Senate a better institution 
for their service. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. HAGEL. On January 7, 1997, I 
took an oath of office in the Senate, an 
oath to the Constitution, and I became 
the 1,841st person who has ever served 
in the Senate. That number struck me 
that day because I recognized, once 
again—and soon to come to truly ap-
preciate over a 12-year period in this 
body—how few people have had the op-
portunity, the privilege, the honor to 
serve in the Senate. 

Less than 2,000 Americans in the his-
tory of our country have served in the 
Senate. That does not make us better. 
That does not mean we are smarter or 
in any way more privileged. But it does 
reflect upon the kind of responsibility 
that we have in this body and the ex-
pectations that are placed on each of 
us, as should be the case, for our serv-
ice. 

I first thank the people of Nebraska 
for the privilege I have been given to 
serve in this body for 12 years. I thank 
my staff not for their service to me but 
for their service to this country. I 
thank my colleagues, Republicans and 
Democrats, from whom I have learned 
so much over these 12 years—in par-
ticular, Senators LUGAR and BIDEN, 
from whom I have learned much in 
serving with them on the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee for the last 
12 years, who have been patient with 

me, have helped me, as well as their 
staffs. 

The two leaders of this body—Sen-
ators REID and MCCONNELL—I wish to 
thank. I have had privileged relation-
ships with each. Senator MCCONNELL 
and I have grown to have a very close 
relationship, friendship, and I very 
much value that relationship. I thank 
Senator MCCONNELL for his many cour-
tesies over the years, as I do Senator 
REID. These two men are charged with 
great responsibilities, and especially 
over the last 2 years during as difficult 
a Congress certainly that I have served 
in, and I suspect most of my colleagues 
have served in. They have done a re-
markably good and effective job. 

Certainly, I thank my family for this 
privilege and their support and their 
guidance. They, too, have been privi-
leged and enriched and enhanced by 
being part of this experience over the 
last 12 years. 

These last 12 years have been years of 
global reorientation and historic 
events. As I have represented Nebras-
kans during these turbulent times, I 
have formed judgments and drawn con-
clusions about America’s future. 

The strength of any country is its 
people. Constitutions, governments, 
public and private institutions are im-
portant, for they form the structure of 
a society, the boundaries of social be-
havior. But it is the people, the indi-
viduals, who make the difference in life 
and in the world. 

Americans possess a generous spirit 
and uncommon decency predicated on 
faith and family, hard work, fair play, 
and belief in a better tomorrow. The 
challenges that face America today and 
in the future are not just American 
challenges but global challenges. Ev-
erything we do or don’t do has global 
implications, just as everything that 
happens around the world has implica-
tions for us here in our country. 

The Senate is a unique institution. It 
is unique among all governing bodies of 
the world. It is imperfect. It is slow. It 
is tedious. Sometimes it is maddening, 
certainly frustrating. But the bril-
liance of our forefathers understood 
completely and carefully—how, I don’t 
know—that the world would at some 
point come together with a great con-
fluence of complications. The need to 
have a body whose main responsibility 
would be to take the longer view—the 
longer view of legislation, the longer 
view of actions, the longer view of alli-
ances, of relationships, of all our poli-
cies—was its primary focus. Tough 
questions—questions about con-
sequences of actions, consequences of 
inaction—that is the essence of the 
Senate. 

The many lessons I have learned in 
the 12 years I have been here reinforced 
my belief in our country but also rein-
forced my belief in these institutions 
and, in particular, the Congress of the 
United States, for the essence of public 
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confidence is transparency and ac-
countability. That is our institutional 
responsibility. It is our individual re-
sponsibility. And a free people know 
the facts. If free people are living in a 
world where there is transparency, 
where there is accountability, that so-
ciety will prosper. It will fix its prob-
lems, and it will deal with its injus-
tices. Oversight—which we hear much 
about these days, especially in light of 
the financial crisis we are in today— 
oversight and accountability are crit-
ical components of our responsibilities. 

Article I of the Constitution is about 
the Congress. We are a coequal branch 
of Government. If there is anything I 
have learned in the 12 years I have been 
here, it is the importance of sharing, 
participating in the governance of our 
country, being part of that governance, 
helping to make decisions with the 
President and the executive. If one of 
those articles of the Constitution—and 
there are three that set up the coequal 
branches of government: the legisla-
tive, the executive, and the judicial— 
but anytime there becomes an imbal-
ance in governance in a republic and 
one of those three becomes too power-
ful and the other too weak or one too 
weak, there will be a consequence, 
there will be a reaction, and it will not 
tilt in favor of an accountable, trans-
parent, open, effective government. So 
it is like all things in life: We strive for 
balance. We strive for balance of gov-
ernance. And the Founders of the Con-
stitution of this great Republic have 
that as much the central focus as any 
one part of our Government. 

I believe this institution of Congress 
will be tested more over the next few 
years. We need a strong President. We 
need a strong executive. For it is the 
President and the executive that we 
charge to carry out the policies that 
are made and shaped on behalf of the 
American people in the Congress of the 
United States. They must have the 
flexibility, they must have the author-
ity to carry those out but not without 
the active participation and partner-
ship of the Congress of the United 
States. In my opinion, over the last few 
years, we have allowed that to drift, 
and I believe it has cost our country 
dearly. 

I have also learned this lesson: Bipar-
tisan consensus is the only way a de-
mocracy will work. No party has a cor-
ner on all the virtues, nor all the an-
swers. A country of 300 million free 
people, who have every right to express 
themselves, question their leaders, 
question their Government, at the end 
of the day must somehow find some ac-
commodation, some consensus to gov-
ern and thereby address the issues and 
challenges and problems that face our 
country. Without that bipartisan con-
sensus, we end up in the underbrush of 
political paralysis. Much of what we 
have seen in the last 2 years has been, 
unfortunately, political paralysis. We 

all have to take some responsibility for 
that. Bipartisan consensus—that has to 
be the focus of leadership in any insti-
tution. 

I have learned also that a free press 
is indispensable to a free people. As 
frustrating as we all know, in this busi-
ness, the press can be—sometimes we 
believe we are treated unfairly, and 
maybe sometimes we are—there is no 
substitute in a democracy for a free 
press. A free press is the indispensable 
element for a free people. 

I have learned too that power cor-
rupts. Lord Acton had it right: Power 
corrupts. Absolute power corrupts ab-
solutely. That doesn’t mean we are a 
nation or a body or an institution of 
corrupt people or bad people, but the 
more authority that is concentrated in 
too small a space is going to end up 
with not an effect that is in the best 
interests of a free people. Concentra-
tions of power in the hands of a few is 
dangerous to a democracy. We all who 
exercise some power as national lead-
ers must be mindful of this reality and 
stay vigilant to this reality. 

The next President, who will assume 
as big an inventory of challenges and 
problems as any President, in my opin-
ion, since Franklin Roosevelt on March 
4, 1933, must immediately reach to the 
Congress to make the Congress a part-
ner, and regardless of who the new 
President is, he must also reach to the 
American people and begin building a 
consensus of governance in this coun-
try. There will be differences. There 
will be strong debates. There must be 
and should be. But in the end, we must 
reach some objective, some end point, 
and that is to fix a problem. 

We did that last night on the floor of 
the Senate—not that what we passed in 
this Economic Stabilization Act will 
fix all the problems; it won’t. But it is 
important that America, our markets, 
the world bring back some confidence 
in our governance, in our systems, 
thereby bringing all that does flow 
from that confidence in a market sys-
tem, the elements of commerce and 
trade and the possibilities to build a 
better life. 

This next President will be faced 
with those challenges. So will this next 
Congress. I believe that will occur, not 
just because the American people ex-
pect it and demand it, but they deserve 
it. I don’t think the next President or 
the next Congress will fail. There is no 
perfect solution, no easy answer, but 
that is why we have leaders. That is 
why we have governments. 

I wish to go back to accountability 
for a moment because that is such an 
elemental part of anyone’s life. We are 
all accountable in life. In our personal 
lives, private lives, public lives, we are 
all accountable to someone. 

I would like to read a very short 
statement. As a matter of fact, I had 
this hanging in my reception room in 
my office. This was a handwritten 

statement that was found in the coat 
pocket of General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. It was found at the cleaners. 
This was a note he wrote in his hand on 
June 6, 1944, the beginning of the Nor-
mandy invasion, the invasion of Eu-
rope. We all recall that was D-day. This 
is what then-General Eisenhower, who 
was the commanding general, wrote in 
the event that D-day was a failure: 

Our landings have failed and I have with-
drawn the troops. My decision to attack at 
this time and place was based upon the best 
information available. The troops, the air, 
and the Navy did all that bravery and devo-
tion to duty could do. If any blame or fault 
attaches to the attempt, it is mine alone. 

Now, that is accountability. That is 
accountability. This one simple, hon-
est, handwritten statement should be 
as much a guiding point for all of us in 
public office as any one thing. 

I have also learned over the last 12 
years that democracy actually does 
work. As raw as it is, it works. We in 
politics, we in government, govern-
ment itself, the institution of govern-
ment only reflects society. Politics re-
flects society. We respond. We react in 
a democracy. But the countervailing 
pressures, the countervailing dynam-
ics, the countervailing debates and phi-
losophies and opinions and positions 
balance the wheel in a remarkable way. 
I am not near wise enough to under-
stand it all. I have observed it. I have 
participated in it up close for 12 years. 
It works. It works. That is why trans-
parency is so important, so the Amer-
ican people can see it and feel it and 
understand it and be part of it. 

We live in an imperfect world. There 
are no perfect solutions. We are all im-
perfect people. But institutions are im-
portant because within the imperfect 
world and in the process of trying to 
make a better world—maybe someday 
a perfect world—the process is impor-
tant because it gets us to where we 
want to be. It is a highway. It is a proc-
ess. We do that well here, as well as 
anywhere in the world. We are always 
striving to make it better. 

I occasionally think about this great 
Republic, how it was formed, when it 
was formed. A couple of fairly recent 
things come to mind. When we think of 
less than 100 years ago, women in 
America could not vote. Less than 100 
years ago, women did not have the 
right to vote. But we addressed that. 
We fixed that. We fixed it through 
amendment XIX in our Constitution. 

Up until the mid-1960s, did anyone 
really believe that an African Amer-
ican had any hope or possibility to be 
a nominee for President of the United 
States, maybe even be President some 
day? The Voting Rights Act and the 
Civil Rights Act of the midsixties 
changed that. We know the system can 
work. 

These are defining times. We are liv-
ing through a global reorientation. One 
of the great responsibilities this body 
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will have, the next President will have, 
we all will have, is to reintroduce 
America to the world. The world does 
not know who we are. Part of that is 
our fault. Part of that is not our fault. 
There are 6.5 billion people, and 40 per-
cent of those 6.5 billion are under the 
age of 19 years old. Most people alive 
today were not alive at the end of 
World War II. This can be done. It must 
be done. America is a great country be-
cause we are a good people. 

I wish to take my last minute in my 
comments today to read from a poem I 
have distributed to friends and staff for 
30 years. I do not know the author of 
this poem, and I never have. I never 
found out who the author of this poem 
is. I have put it on a piece of glass and 
have distributed hundreds and hun-
dreds of copies to people I have worked 
with over the years in different things 
I have done. 

I end my remarks, Mr. President, 
this way this afternoon, by reciting 
this poem entitled ‘‘The Man in the 
Glass’’ because it reflects on each of us 
but, most poignantly, it reflects on 
each of us who has responsibility to 
serve the public and be accountable 
and honest: 
When you get what you want in your strug-

gle for self 
And the world makes you king for a day, 
Just go to the mirror and look at yourself 
And see what that man has to say. 

For it isn’t your father or mother or wife 
Whose judgment upon you must pass. 
The fellow whose verdict counts most in 

your life 
Is the one staring back from the glass. 

You may be like Jack Horner and chisel a 
plum 

And think you’re a wonderful guy. 
But the man in the glass says you’re only a 

bum 
If you can’t look him straight in the eye. 

He’s the fellow to please—never mind all the 
rest, 

For he’s with you clear to the end. 
And you’ve passed your most dangerous, dif-

ficult test 
If the man in the glass is your friend. 

You may fool the whole world down the 
pathway of years 

And get pats on the back as you pass. 
But your final reward will be heartache and 

tears 
If you’ve cheated the man in the glass. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNITED STATES ARMY COMMEMO-
RATIVE COIN ACT OF 2008 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 

Committee on Banking be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 2579, 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2579) to require the Secretary of 

the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
and celebration of the establishment of the 
United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American soldier of both today and yester-
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com-
memorate the traditions, history, and herit-
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the colonial period 
to today. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
bill be read a third time and passed, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, and that any statements re-
lating to the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2579) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 2579 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Army Commemorative Coin Act of 
2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) the United States Army, founded in 

1775, has served this country well for over 230 
years; 

(2) the United States Army has played a 
decisive role in protecting and defending 
freedom throughout the history of the 
United States, from the Colonial period to 
today, in wartime and in peace, and has con-
sistently answered the call to serve the 
American people at home and abroad since 
the Revolutionary War; 

(3) the sacrifice of the American soldier, of 
all ranks, since the earliest days of the Re-
public has been immense and is deserving of 
the unique recognition bestowed by com-
memorative coinage; 

(4) the Army, the Nation’s oldest and larg-
est military service, is the only service 
branch that currently does not have a com-
prehensive national museum celebrating, 
preserving, and displaying its heritage and 
honoring its veterans; 

(5) the National Museum of the United 
States Army will be— 

(A) the Army’s only service-wide, national 
museum honoring all soldiers, of all ranks, 
in all branches since 1775; and 

(B) located at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, 
across the Potomac River from the Nation’s 
Capitol, a 10-minute drive from Mount 
Vernon, the home of the Army’s first Com-
mander-in-Chief, and astride the Civil War’s 
decisive Washington-Richmond corridor; 

(6) the Army Historical Foundation (in this 
Act referred to as the ‘‘Foundation’’), found-
ed in 1983— 

(A) is dedicated to preserving the history 
and heritage of the American soldier; and 

(B) seeks to educate future Americans to 
fully appreciate the sacrifices that genera-
tions of American soldiers have made to 
safeguard the freedoms of this Nation; 

(7) the completion and opening to the pub-
lic of the National Museum of the United 
States Army will immeasurably help in ful-
filling that mission; 

(8) the Foundation is a nongovernmental, 
member-based, and publicly supported non-
profit organization that is dependent on 
funds from members, donations, and grants 
for support; 

(9) the Foundation uses such support to 
help create the National Museum of the 
United States Army, refurbish historical 
Army buildings, acquire and conserve Army 
historical art and artifacts, support Army 
history educational programs, for research, 
and publication of historical materials on 
the American soldier, and to provide support 
and counsel to private and governmental or-
ganizations committed to the same goals as 
the Foundation; 

(10) in 2000, the Secretary of the Army des-
ignated the Foundation as its primary part-
ner in the building of the National Museum 
of the United States Army; and 

(11) the Foundation is actively engaged in 
executing a major capital campaign to sup-
port the National Museum of the United 
States Army. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—In recognition and 
celebration of the founding of the United 
States Army in 1775, and notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
the Treasury (in this Act referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue the fol-
lowing coins: 

(1) $5 GOLD COINS.—Not more than 100,000 $5 
coins, which shall— 

(A) weigh 8.359 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 0.850 inches; and 
(C) contain 90 percent gold and 10 percent 

alloy. 
(2) $1 SILVER COINS.—Not more than 500,000 

$1 coins, which shall— 
(A) weigh 26.73 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and 
(C) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent 

copper. 
(3) HALF DOLLAR CLAD COINS.—Not more 

than 750,000 half dollar coins, which shall— 
(A) weigh 11.34 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 1.205 inches; and 
(C) be minted to the specifications for half 

dollar coins, contained in section 5112(b) of 
title 31, United States Code. 

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted 
under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all coins minted under this Act 
shall be considered to be numismatic items. 
SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COINS. 

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins 

minted under this Act shall be emblematic 
of the traditions, history, and heritage of the 
United States Army, and its role in Amer-
ican society from the Colonial period to 
today. 

(2) DESIGNATIONS AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On 
each coin minted under this Act, there shall 
be— 

(A) a designation of the value of the coin; 
(B) an inscription of the year ‘‘2011’’; and 
(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’, 

‘‘In God We Trust’’, ‘‘United States of Amer-
ica’’, and ‘‘E Pluribus Unum’’. 

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins 
minted under this Act shall— 
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