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The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be allowed to 
speak—I assume we are in morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in 
morning business. 

Mr. HAGEL. For up to 20 minutes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, thank 

you. I am very pleased you are in the 
chair this afternoon. For those who are 
not aware of the fact that Nebraska’s 
entire Senate delegation is on the Sen-
ate floor today, one who will soon be-
come the senior Senator is presiding. 
So, thank you, Mr. President. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I would 
like to begin my remarks this after-
noon acknowledging four of our col-
leagues who will be leaving the Senate 
along with me at the end of this Con-
gress, the 110th Congress, and then 
make some additional comments. 

PETE DOMENICI AND JOHN WARNER 

Mr. President, this body will lose two 
of the most respected, highly regarded 
consensus builders in the history of 
this body. I speak of the senior Senator 
from New Mexico, Mr. DOMENICI, and 
the senior Senator from Virginia, Mr. 
WARNER. Between the two of these dis-
tinguished national leaders, they have 
given the Senate and this country 70 
years of service. 

Most Americans are aware of Sen-
ators DOMENICI and WARNER and the 
contributions they have made. Those of 
us who have had the privilege of serv-
ing with these two individuals know 
what they have meant to our country. 
They have been role models, leaders, 
men of conscience, of vision, of integ-
rity, of courage. And all of those most- 
valued human characteristics have 
been evident when America has needed 
them most. 

For their voice and their courage and 
their vision, we thank them. For the 
kind of men they are, and the Senators 
they have been, we thank them. We are 
all much enriched by our association 
with Senators WARNER and DOMENICI, 
and this country will miss them great-
ly. 

But they leave strong legacies. They 
leave men and women who have been 
touched by their leadership and their 
values who will carry on behind them, 
emulating their leadership and their 
vision. 

WAYNE ALLARD 

Mr. President, I wish also to recog-
nize one of my classmates with whom I 

came to the Senate 12 years ago. He is 
our neighbor from the West, the senior 
Senator from Colorado, WAYNE AL-
LARD. Aside from Senator ALLARD and 
Colorado usually taking Nebraska’s 
water, we find little to quarrel with in 
the kind of work that Senator ALLARD 
has done for his State and our country. 

I have had an opportunity to serve 12 
years with Senator ALLARD on the 
Banking Committee. His very steady 
performance and leadership will be 
missed on that committee, as well as 
on the other committees he has served 
and has been very active, as my col-
league in the chair knows, who served 
with him as well on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee. His leadership on the 
Budget Committee in particular will be 
missed. I wish to acknowledge that 
friendship and that leadership of Sen-
ator ALLARD. 

LARRY CRAIG 
Mr. President, the fourth Member of 

the Senate who will be leaving along 
with me will be the senior Senator 
from Idaho, LARRY CRAIG. I have had 
an opportunity to work with Senator 
CRAIG over the years on environmental 
issues, energy issues, trade issues, agri-
cultural issues. There have been few 
who have been as forceful and impor-
tant a voice on behalf of those critical 
challenges to our country. 

Senator CRAIG, Senator ALLARD, Sen-
ator WARNER, and Senator DOMENICI all 
leave the Senate a better institution 
for their service. 
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FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. HAGEL. On January 7, 1997, I 
took an oath of office in the Senate, an 
oath to the Constitution, and I became 
the 1,841st person who has ever served 
in the Senate. That number struck me 
that day because I recognized, once 
again—and soon to come to truly ap-
preciate over a 12-year period in this 
body—how few people have had the op-
portunity, the privilege, the honor to 
serve in the Senate. 

Less than 2,000 Americans in the his-
tory of our country have served in the 
Senate. That does not make us better. 
That does not mean we are smarter or 
in any way more privileged. But it does 
reflect upon the kind of responsibility 
that we have in this body and the ex-
pectations that are placed on each of 
us, as should be the case, for our serv-
ice. 

I first thank the people of Nebraska 
for the privilege I have been given to 
serve in this body for 12 years. I thank 
my staff not for their service to me but 
for their service to this country. I 
thank my colleagues, Republicans and 
Democrats, from whom I have learned 
so much over these 12 years—in par-
ticular, Senators LUGAR and BIDEN, 
from whom I have learned much in 
serving with them on the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee for the last 
12 years, who have been patient with 

me, have helped me, as well as their 
staffs. 

The two leaders of this body—Sen-
ators REID and MCCONNELL—I wish to 
thank. I have had privileged relation-
ships with each. Senator MCCONNELL 
and I have grown to have a very close 
relationship, friendship, and I very 
much value that relationship. I thank 
Senator MCCONNELL for his many cour-
tesies over the years, as I do Senator 
REID. These two men are charged with 
great responsibilities, and especially 
over the last 2 years during as difficult 
a Congress certainly that I have served 
in, and I suspect most of my colleagues 
have served in. They have done a re-
markably good and effective job. 

Certainly, I thank my family for this 
privilege and their support and their 
guidance. They, too, have been privi-
leged and enriched and enhanced by 
being part of this experience over the 
last 12 years. 

These last 12 years have been years of 
global reorientation and historic 
events. As I have represented Nebras-
kans during these turbulent times, I 
have formed judgments and drawn con-
clusions about America’s future. 

The strength of any country is its 
people. Constitutions, governments, 
public and private institutions are im-
portant, for they form the structure of 
a society, the boundaries of social be-
havior. But it is the people, the indi-
viduals, who make the difference in life 
and in the world. 

Americans possess a generous spirit 
and uncommon decency predicated on 
faith and family, hard work, fair play, 
and belief in a better tomorrow. The 
challenges that face America today and 
in the future are not just American 
challenges but global challenges. Ev-
erything we do or don’t do has global 
implications, just as everything that 
happens around the world has implica-
tions for us here in our country. 

The Senate is a unique institution. It 
is unique among all governing bodies of 
the world. It is imperfect. It is slow. It 
is tedious. Sometimes it is maddening, 
certainly frustrating. But the bril-
liance of our forefathers understood 
completely and carefully—how, I don’t 
know—that the world would at some 
point come together with a great con-
fluence of complications. The need to 
have a body whose main responsibility 
would be to take the longer view—the 
longer view of legislation, the longer 
view of actions, the longer view of alli-
ances, of relationships, of all our poli-
cies—was its primary focus. Tough 
questions—questions about con-
sequences of actions, consequences of 
inaction—that is the essence of the 
Senate. 

The many lessons I have learned in 
the 12 years I have been here reinforced 
my belief in our country but also rein-
forced my belief in these institutions 
and, in particular, the Congress of the 
United States, for the essence of public 
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