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to manage spent nuclear fuel and pro-
vide both interim storage, the develop-
ment of geologic repositories, such as 
the Yucca Mountain facility currently 
under consideration, and also to handle 
the construction and operation of any 
reprocessing and fuel fabrication facili-
ties. 

The SMART bill is designed to fur-
ther the process of siting and advanc-
ing the construction of up to two re-
processing plants, since it would help 
to encourage cities in this country to 
welcome such plants. These bills, per-
haps pared with one introduced last 
year to remove some potential regu-
latory hurdles to construction and 
opening of a Yucca Mountain reposi-
tory, would effectively amount to a 
comprehensive solution to the waste 
issue. They would be the final pieces to 
the puzzle. That is the case because of 
the efforts of Senator PETE DOMENICI. 

f 

PETE DOMENICI 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, at 
the risk of embarrassing him, I want to 
take a moment to say how vital Sen-
ator DOMENICI has been in solving most 
of the nuclear puzzle. He really led the 
rebirth of the nuclear industry and I 
want to say how much I will miss him 
since he has been a prime mover in the 
effort to bring about a new nuclear age 
in this country. 

As most of you know Senator DOMEN-
ICI has served 36 years in the Senate. 
But some of you may not know that he 
gave up a promising career in baseball 
to become a public servant. He started 
playing when he was 10, eventually 
pitching for a minor league team called 
the Albuquerque Dukes. But he left 
baseball to become a math and science 
teacher at Garfield Junior High in his 
native State of New Mexico, later went 
onto law school and ran for the U.S. 
Senate in 1972. And he’s been here ever 
since. 

About a dozen years ago the Senator 
realized that this Nation desperately 
needed a new source of electricity. He 
realized that there are higher uses for 
high-priced natural gas than to burn it 
for power generation, and that until 
carbon capture and storage can be per-
fected and widely practiced that the 
expansion of coal-fired power might 
have environmental drawbacks. So he 
crafted the forerunner of policies that 
today make up the Nuclear Power 2010 
program, which is designed to have the 
Government partner with industry to 
approve the design and speed the li-
censing of the next generation of power 
plants that absolutely preclude the 
type of radiation accident that hap-
pened three decades ago at Three Mile 
Island. 

He has been the sponsor of the loan 
guarantees, the architect of reauthor-
izing a responsible liability program 
and the person most responsible for 
harnessing the research capacities of 

America to breathe life into the re-
search and nuclear construction sec-
tors. One news outlet called him ‘‘the 
nuclear renaissance man.’’ And he is 
recognized by all as the driving force 
behind the industry’s resurgence. 

But he has done so much more. His 
work on the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
and on last year’s Energy Independence 
and Security Act were landmarks in bi-
partisan legislating. He helped renew-
able and alternative energy, from wind 
and solar to biomass, and especially 
biofuels to develop, helping create 
Clean Renewable Energy Bonds to pay 
for the construction of renewable en-
ergy plants. During the bills he ref-
ereed more policy disputes and gen-
erated more compromises than I have 
time to mention. 

But he also was the sponsor of so 
much other landmark legislation dur-
ing his storied career. One bill finally 
passed the Senate earlier this week to 
require parity for mental health treat-
ment benefits. As Senate budget chair-
man, he helped set up the Nation’s 
budgeting system, which was still 
working well when he assumed the 
chairmanship of the Energy Committee 
in 2003. 

PETE DOMENICI’s legacy has inspired 
so many of us and his retirement will 
leave some pretty big shoes for us all 
to fill. I will miss the Senator’s smile, 
as well as his lighthearted and joyful 
presence. He is known as a man, who is 
firm in his convictions, but gracious in 
his negotiations. He is an example of a 
true statesman who has served his 
country well. 

I will truly miss him. I could say a 
lot more, but I clearly am out of time. 

f 

GULF COAST HOSPITAL 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, as I 
mentioned earlier this week, I have se-
rious concerns about the way the ap-
propriations process was handled this 
year. One of my greatest concerns was 
the removal from the Consolidated Se-
curity, Disaster Assistance, and Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act of $350 mil-
lion to aid Mississippi and Louisiana 
hospitals with problems they continue 
to face from the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina. This funding was ex-
tremely important to these hospitals 
to be able to retain the workforce need-
ed to address the health concerns of 
the area. I was pleased, however, to 
learn that the majority had increased 
the amount of funding available under 
the Social Service block grant program 
specifically for this purpose. It is my 
understanding that the House Appro-
priations Committee included an addi-
tional $288 million under the program 
to help assist these hospitals. It is my 
hope that when the Department of 
Health and Human Services awards 
these funds that they consider this in-
tent. 

TAX TREATMENT OF EMPLOYER- 
PROVIDED CELL PHONES 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, Senator 
ENSIGN and I would like to engage in a 
brief colloquy with the distinguished 
chairman and ranking member of the 
Finance Committee, Senators BAUCUS 
and GRASSLEY, regarding legislation we 
have sponsored to fix an archaic provi-
sion in the Tax Code that adversely af-
fects employees and businesses across 
the country. Under a little-noticed pro-
vision added in 1989, cell phones, black-
berries, and similar devices are treated 
as ‘‘listed property.’’ As a result, em-
ployees must keep detailed records of 
all calls made on their employer-issued 
cell phones—indicating whether they 
are personal or business-related—or 
have the value of the phone and phone 
service included as taxable income. 

The current law provision was added 
at a time when cell phones were consid-
ered a luxury item. Now, they are a 
common and necessary part of con-
ducting everyday business. Imposing 
strict substantiation requirements on 
the business use of cell phones and 
blackberries is burdensome and highly 
impractical given their frequent use in 
a fast-paced global environment. To 
protect tens of thousands of employees 
and their employers from potential au-
dits and tax liability, we should pass 
legislation as soon as possible next 
year to fix this problem. 

Mr. ENSIGN. I want to join my dis-
tinguished colleague from Massachu-
setts and express my hope that legisla-
tion can be passed early next year to 
fix the out-dated tax treatment of em-
ployer-provided cell phones. The bill he 
and I have introduced has broad bipar-
tisan support with over 60 cosponsors. 
Similar legislation has already passed 
the House. And both Treasury and the 
IRS are supportive of the fix. Thus, 
Senator KERRY and I would like to ask 
the distinguished chairman and rank-
ing member of the Finance Committee, 
for their help in passing this legisla-
tion early next year. 

Mr. BAUCUS. I want to thank my 
distinguished colleagues from Massa-
chusetts and Nevada for raising this 
issue with us. I want to assure them 
that we are aware of this problem and 
we will work with our colleagues to 
consider legislation to eliminate the 
burden for employees and employers as 
early as possible. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I also want to join 
the chairman and express my intent to 
have the committee consider legisla-
tion that addresses this problem as 
soon as we can. We should not be im-
posing unreasonable rules on employ-
ees’ use of cell phones and black-
berries. 

Mr. KERRY. Senator ENSIGN and I 
want to thank the distinguished chair-
man and ranking member of the Fi-
nance Committee for their willingness 
to work with us to address this impor-
tant problem. 
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