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by Mark Spitz, also a swimmer from the 
United States; 

Whereas Michael Phelps now also holds the 
record for the most Olympic gold medals 
ever won by a single athlete, with a remark-
able 14 gold medals; 

Whereas, in the 2008 Summer Olympic 
Games, the United States demonstrated its 
continued preeminence in team sports, with 
the men’s and women’s basketball teams, the 
men’s volleyball team, the women’s soccer 
team, and the men’s and women’s 4x400- 
meter relay teams winning gold medals; 

Whereas more than 200 athletes from the 
United States competed in 18 sports on be-
half of the United States in the 2008 Summer 
Paralympic Games in Beijing, China, from 
September 6 to September 17, 2008; 

Whereas the United States Paralympic 
Team earned 99 medals, including 36 gold 
medals, reminding the world that physical 
challenges are no limit to human achieve-
ment; 

Whereas United States Army First Lieu-
tenant Melissa Stockwell, who lost her left 
leg to a roadside bomb in Baghdad in 2004, 
became the first veteran of the war in Iraq to 
compete in the Paralympic Games when she 
swam in the women’s 100-meter butterfly, 
100-meter freestyle, and 400-meter freestyle; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
stand united in respect and admiration for 
the members of the United States Olympic 
and Paralympic Teams, and the Teams’ ath-
letic accomplishments, sportsmanship, and 
dedication to excellence; 

Whereas the many accomplishments of the 
United States Olympic and Paralympic 
Teams would not have been possible without 
the hard work and dedication of many oth-
ers, including the United States Olympic 
Committee and the many administrators, 
coaches, and family members who provided 
critical support for the athletes: 

Whereas the Olympic movement celebrates 
competition, fair play, and the pursuit of 
dreams; 

Whereas the United States and, in par-
ticular, the city of Chicago, Illinois, cele-
brate those same ideals; and 

Whereas Chicago has never hosted the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends congratulations for a job well 

done to all members of the United States 
Olympic and Paralympic Teams and to ev-
eryone who supported the Teams’ efforts at 
the 2008 Summer Olympic and Paralympic 
Games; and 

(2) encourages the International Olympic 
Committee to choose Chicago, Illinois, as 
the site of the 2016 Summer Olympic and 
Paralympic Games and offers support and co-
operation in ensuring successful Olympic and 
Paralympic Games in Chicago in 2016. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 705—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE ON THE COMMITMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
PRESERVATION OF RELIGIOUS 
AND CULTURAL SITES AND CON-
DEMNING INSTANCES IN WHICH 
SUCH SITES ARE DESECRATED 
Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr. 

LEVIN, and Mr. VOINOVICH) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 705 

Whereas the Senate is committed to pro-
tecting and preserving the cultural heritage 

of all national, religious, and ethnic groups, 
including cemeteries and other sacred sites 
of those groups in the United States and 
abroad; 

Whereas the Holocaust annihilated much 
of the Jewish population of Europe, and in 
many countries in Europe, no Jewish people 
were left to care for the communal prop-
erties that represent a historic culture in the 
area and constitute an integral part of the 
Jewish religion; 

Whereas the Holocaust and 45 years of 
atheistic, Communist governments in East-
ern Europe created a critical need that led to 
the establishment of the United States Com-
mission for the Preservation of America’s 
Heritage Abroad under section 1303 of the 
International Security and Development Co-
operation Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 469j); 

Whereas the United States Commission for 
the Preservation of America’s Heritage 
Abroad is tasked with identifying and re-
porting on cemeteries, monuments, and his-
toric buildings in Eastern and Central Eu-
rope that are associated with the heritage of 
United States citizens and obtaining assur-
ances from the governments in those regions 
that those properties will be protected and 
preserved; 

Whereas many of those properties continue 
to be endangered and governments and com-
munities continue to face fundamental and 
compelling challenges in the preservation of 
those properties; 

Whereas experts within Lithuania and 
from around the world believe that the ceme-
tery located in the Snipiskes area of Vilnius, 
Lithuania, is an historic Jewish cemetery 
and is sacred ground; 

Whereas, in 2005, municipal authorities in 
Vilnius, Lithuania, approved the construc-
tion of an apartment building at the outer 
edge of that Jewish cemetery; 

Whereas that cemetery dates to the 15th 
century and is known by scholars in Lith-
uania and around the world as the first Jew-
ish cemetery in Vilnius; 

Whereas it is believed that, before the Gov-
ernment closed the cemetery in the early 
1800s, more than 50,000 Jews were buried 
there; 

Whereas, in December 2006, several months 
after experts and groups from around the 
world expressed grave concern about the 
desecration of the Snipiskes cemetery, the 
Prime Minister of Lithuania established a 
working group to define the cemetery’s bor-
ders and to consider how to memorialize it; 

Whereas, in 2007, before the conclusion of 
the working group, authorities of the Gov-
ernment of Lithuania approved additional 
construction on the disputed ground; 

Whereas, in May 2007, the working group, 
consisting of historians, scientists, and rab-
bis from Lithuania and around the world, 
called for a halt in construction activity 
until completion of a site study to be under-
taken using ground-penetrating radar; 

Whereas, on September 3, 2008, a group 
commissioned by the Government of Lith-
uania to study the area using the ground- 
penetrating radar concluded that the bound-
aries of the cemetery included the disputed 
apartment buildings; 

Whereas the Ministry of Culture of Lith-
uania released a statement dismissing the 
study as inconclusive; 

Whereas the fact that the Government of 
Lithuania has allowed construction to take 
place at the Jewish cemetery located in the 
Snipiskes area of Vilnius, Lithuania, and 
that desecration of sacred sites continues 
into the 21st century, is an affront to the 
international Jewish community, the people 

of the United States, and everyone who val-
ues religious freedom and ethnic diversity 
around the world; 

Whereas the United States and Lithuania 
signed the Agreement on the Protection and 
Preservation of Certain Cultural Properties 
on October 15, 2002; 

Whereas Article 1 of the Agreement states, 
‘‘Each Party will take appropriate steps to 
protect and preserve the cultural heritage of 
all national, religious or ethnic groups . . . 
who reside or resided in its territory and 
were victims of genocide in its territory dur-
ing the Second World War. The term ‘cul-
tural heritage’ for purposes of this Agree-
ment means . . . cemeteries and memorials 
to the dead. . .’’; 

Whereas cemeteries are sacred sites and 
are established to remain undisturbed in per-
petuity, and the sanctity of a cemetery is de-
termined by the bodies buried in the ceme-
tery; and 

Whereas, while vandalism of headstones or 
construction of a commercial building on the 
site disgraces the cemetery, it does not 
change its sacred status: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses strongly to the Government 

of Lithuania that the cemetery located in 
the Snipiskes area of Vilnius, Lithuania, 
which is an important part of the cultural 
heritage of the Jewish people, should not be 
further desecrated; 

(2) urges the Government of Lithuania to 
take all the necessary steps to immediately 
stop and, if necessary, reverse, construction 
on that cemetery; 

(3) reaffirms that constructive bilateral re-
lations between Lithuania and the United 
States are important to the Governments 
and citizens of both countries; and 

(4) expresses strong support for the work of 
the United States Commission for the Pres-
ervation of America’s Heritage Abroad and 
for the European countries that continue to 
work to preserve sacred historical sites, de-
spite ongoing challenges. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5692. Mr. LEVIN (for Mr. REID) proposed 
an amendment to the concurrent resolution 
H. Con. Res. 440, providing for an adjourn-
ment or recess of the two Houses. 

SA 5693. Mr. NELSON, of Nebraska (for Mr. 
DORGAN) proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 6469, to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to authorize increased Federal fund-
ing for the Organ Procurement and Trans-
plantation Network. 

SA 5694. Mr. NELSON, of Nebraska (for 
Mrs. LINCOLN) proposed an amendment to the 
resolution S. Res. 616, reducing maternal 
mortality both at home and abroad. 

SA 5695. Mr. LEVIN (for Mr. REID (for him-
self, Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. GRASSLEY)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. LEVIN to the bill H.R. 7222, to 
extend the Andean Trade Preference Act, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5692. Mr. LEVIN (for Mr. REID) 
proposed an amendment to the concur-
rent resolution H. Con. Res. 440, pro-
viding for an adjournment or recess of 
the two Houses; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘from Monday, 
September 29, 2008, through Friday, October 
3, 2008,’’ 
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