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Her work has yielded tangible and produc-

tive change. After receiving a letter from an el-
ementary school child in upstate New York 
whose friend was killed by an electronic gym 
door, she made it her priority to see that such 
a tragedy be prevented. As State PTA chair-
person of the NYS Health/Safety and Juvenile 
Protection Committee, she used her unrelent-
ing commitment and passion to get appro-
priate safety legislation adopted. 

Regina’s work is surely inspiring to us all, 
and I am immensely grateful to her for all she 
has done. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
expressing the gratitude of the U.S. Congress 
for her extensive contributions to society. 
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HONORING THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF ED LOVE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my gratitude for my fellow 
jazz enthusiast and Detroiter, Ed Love. For 
more than 24 years, Ed Love has delighted 
listeners with ‘‘Destination Jazz: The Ed Love 
Program,’’ on weekdays from 7 p.m. to mid-
night on WDET 101.9 FM. Ed’s passion for 
jazz and radio extends all the way back to his 
youth in Kansas, when he was an avid listener 
of his mother’s records and hosts like Dick 
Martin of WWL in New Orleans. After grad-
uating from broadcasting school, Ed worked 
for Armed Forces Radio in several states and 
in the Philippines. Starting in 1960, he worked 
at various stations throughout Detroit until join-
ing WDET in 1983. Ed has not only enter-
tained Detroit radio listeners throughout his 
impressive career, but also spent six years 
hosting a nationally syndicated program enti-
tled ‘‘The Evolution of Jazz,’’ educating and 
entertaining listeners on 125 stations from 
coast to coast. 

Ed was honored for his contribution to the 
world of jazz with the ‘‘Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award’’ from the Motor City Music Foun-
dation. Ed was recognized by the Friends of 
the Detroit Institute of Arts with the ‘‘Dr. Alian 
Locke Award’’ in 1999 for his contributions to 
the arts. He’s earned two ‘‘Spirit of Detroit 
Awards’’ from Detroit Mayors Coleman A. 
Young and Dennis W. Archer. The Michigan 
House of Representatives, the Michigan Sen-
ate, the Congressional Black Caucus and the 
National Broadcast Awards have all recog-
nized him for his profound knowledge and love 
of jazz. The Southeast Michigan Jazz Associa-
tion (SEMJA) recognized Ed for his out-
standing contribution to jazz and the arts. In 
2005, Ed received the ‘‘Detroit Jazz Guardian’’ 
Award from the Music Hall Center for the Per-
forming Arts and the Detroit International Jazz 
Festival. Ed was also honored in 2005 with 
the ‘‘Distinguished Arts Achievement’’ award 
from the Oakland County chapter of The 
Links. He has also served as the senior pro-
gram consultant for the Detroit International 
Jazz Festival since 2000. 

In the wake of the collapse of the Inter-
national Association of Jazz Educators, Ed 
Love and other jazz advocates will be even 

more important in the preservation of one of 
our Nation’s treasures and original art forms, 
jazz. I know that as long as jazz has stewards 
like Ed Love, we can be assured that it will be 
taught and will thrive the future. Through his 
work, Ed Love has and will continue to inspire 
generations of performers, educators, and stu-
dents for years to come. 
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CELEBRATING FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Filipino American Heritage 
Month. It is with great pleasure that I join Fili-
pinos across the country in recognizing the 
history, culture, and accomplishments of Fili-
pino Americans. Filipino American Heritage 
Month has been celebrated nationwide every 
October since 1988, and the Hawaii State 
Legislature, on April 15, 2008, was the first 
governing body to officially recognize the 
month. 

There are nearly 4 million people of Filipino 
descent in the United States, and a sizeable 
population of this group resides in my home 
State of Hawaii. Filipino Americans have been 
in the United States since the 18th century 
and have been in Hawaii since 1906, when 
the first Filipino migrant laborers came to Ha-
waii to work on the sugar and pineapple plan-
tations. Those Filipinos, their descendants, 
and the recent immigrants to Hawaii and 
America have made an indelible impact on our 
culture, and we should be sure to take this 
month to recognize the contributions of Filipino 
Americans. 

While Filipinos have made great contribu-
tions to America, it is important that we not 
overlook the needs of the community, includ-
ing a fair and sensible immigration policy. I 
chair the Immigration Task Force of the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Caucus, 
CAPAC, and I will continue to fight for the 
needs of families within the immigration de-
bate. 

One of the major issues for the Filipino 
Americans and other Asian Pacific American 
communities is family reunification: allowing 
relatives of legal permanent residents, other 
than spouses and minor children, to immigrate 
legally and join their families. It can take the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) as long as 23 years to even consider 
an application for a family member from the 
Philippines. 

The extended family is a foundation in many 
of our cultures, and it provides real benefits to 
the greater society as well. Families often pool 
resources to educate children or purchase 
homes and establish roots in their commu-
nities. We often see extended family networks 
starting businesses, providing economic devel-
opment and jobs. Congress must act to en-
sure that families who will contribute to Amer-
ican society are not punished by our immigra-
tion system. 

The treatment of Filipinos who fought with 
the United States Armed Forces in World War 

II is also an issue of great concern for Filipino 
Americans and a dark spot in American His-
tory. The Philippines became a United States 
possession after Spain ceded it as part of the 
treaty ending the Spanish-American War in 
1898. In 1934, Congress created a 10–year 
time frame for independence through the 
‘‘Philippine Independence Act.’’ However, 
since the Philippines remained a colonial pos-
session until 1946 the United States retained 
the right to call upon military forces organized 
by the Philippine government into the United 
States Armed Forces. 

On July 26, 1941, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt issued a military order that brought 
the Philippine Commonwealth Forces under 
the control of the United States Armed Forces 
during World War II. These men bravely 
fought with our own troops during the war, and 
many perished or suffered severe wounds 
from the battles in the western Pacific Theater. 
After the surrender of Japan, Congress re-
quired the Philippine Forces to continue serv-
ice their service. Many helped occupy lands, 
many oversaw military operations, and many 
made the ultimate sacrifice to secure our vic-
tory in World War II. Yet, when wartime serv-
ice ended formally in 1946 they did not re-
ceive the same benefits and the same treat-
ment as other American soldiers. 

Yet, for all their heroic and courageous ac-
tions, Congress passed the ‘‘Recession Act’’ 
in February 1946. This essentially denied Fili-
pino veterans any of the benefits that their 
American comrades in arms received, includ-
ing full access to veterans’ health care; serv-
ice-connected disability compensation, non- 
service connected disability compensation, de-
pendent indemnity compensation, death pen-
sion, and full burial benefits. No other group of 
veterans has been systematically denied these 
benefits. While we are nearly out of time to 
right this wrong this Congress, I look forward 
to working with my colleagues in the 111th 
Congress on ensuring Filipino veterans the 
benefits they deserve. 

Filipino Americans have enriched the fabric 
of America, and I am proud to celebrate Fili-
pino American Heritage Month. I look forward 
to continuing to work with the Filipino Amer-
ican community to address the needs and 
concerns of Filipino Americans throughout the 
United States. 
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RECOGNIZING FAMILIA UNIDA LIV-
ING WITH MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the work and service that Familia Unida 
Living with Multiple Sclerosis, Familia Unida, 
contributes throughout California’s 32nd Con-
gressional District. 

Familia Unida’s mission is to enlighten, edu-
cate, and unite families that are affected by 
Multiple Sclerosis, MS, as well as other debili-
tating diseases. Though originally founded to 
provide culturally and linguistically sensitive re-
sources to the Latino community dealing with 
MS, Family Unida’s outreach now extends into 
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