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the entire MS community, providing services 
to any who request assistance in coping with 
this disease. Through events such as the 5th 
Annual Wheelchair Wash, Familia Unida con-
tinues to bring awareness to the importance of 
the inclusion of all persons, especially those 
living with disabilities, in our lives. 

Famila Unida has enhanced the quality of 
life for many through its extensive services in 
obtaining health care access, as well as pro-
viding educational resources. As Family Unida 
continues to honor its founding principles of 
providing culturally sensitive programs and 
support for those living with MS, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in recognizing its valued 
service and commitment to the MS commu-
nity. 
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RECOGNIZING BOB SIKES ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL UPON ITS FIF-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to recognize Bob 
Sikes Elementary School on its fiftieth anniver-
sary. 

Named after Robert L. F. Sikes, the beloved 
former U.S. Representative of Crestview, Flor-
ida, Bob Sikes Elementary School upholds the 
same values and standards as its namesake. 
Serving from 1941 until 1962, Congressman 
Sikes is still remembered for his hard work 
and dedication to the area. His image con-
tinues to live on in the exemplary institutions 
that adopt both his name and his commitment 
to excellence. 

For 5 decades, Bob Sikes Elementary 
School has influenced the academic success 
of its students. The school houses an excep-
tional faculty whose outstanding teaching ca-
pabilities have enhanced the learning opportu-
nities for those enrolled. The school’s adminis-
tration is equally impressive as it expertly bal-
ances the rigorous demands of running the 
school. It is the countless hours of service and 
dedication employed by the faculty and admin-
istration that have enabled the students at Bob 
Sikes Elementary to attain academic excel-
lence. 

In addition to the active academic environ-
ment, Bob Sikes Elementary maintains a 
strong sense of community and enables each 
of its students to feel special. Teachers take 
the time to recognize and reward students’ in-
dividual talents and help foster a familial feel 
in the classrooms. After 50 years, multiple 
generations of Crestview families who have at-
tended Bob Sikes Elementary look back fondly 
on the school that taught them to read, to be 
kind to others, to count, and so many other 
important lessons. It is a testament to the 
school’s academic and administrative 
strengths that 5 decades of families have con-
tinued to send their children to this exemplary 
school. It is these same strengths that ensure 
its continued success and the enrollment of 
children for decades to come. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize Bob 

Spikes Elementary School on this outstanding 
achievement and for its exemplary service in 
the Okaloosa County School District. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 35TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I wish to recognize The Heritage 
Foundation on the 35th anniversary of their 
founding. Since 1973, Heritage has been a 
stalwart in promoting and educating the Amer-
ican people on the merits of conservative, free 
market principles. Their belief in the power of 
individual liberty, American values, and limited 
government is matched by their dedication to 
a strong national defense. 

The Heritage Foundation has been intri-
cately involved in the rise of modern conserv-
atism. It has benefited from the strong leader-
ship of individuals like Executive Vice Presi-
dent and CEO Phillip Truluck. Phil is a native 
of South Carolina and graduate of the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. Additionally, the late 
Tom Roe of Greenville, South Carolina, was a 
longtime trustee and endowed the Thomas A. 
Roe Institute of Economic Policy at The Herit-
age Foundation. 

From its influence in the days of the Reagan 
Revolution to the Contract with America and in 
promoting a strong national defense and 
sound economic growth in the aftermath of 
September 11th, I commend The Heritage 
Foundation for over three decades of impor-
tant work to help our Nation’s leaders build a 
stronger America. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LORENE FOSTER 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Lorene Foster, who will turn 100 
years young on October 20. 

Lorene has been a resident of Simi Valley, 
California, since 1947. A real Simi Valley pio-
neer, she and her late husband, Chester, 
owned and operated the Simi Susana Airport 
in the east end of Simi Valley, where I kept 
my airplane when I was a private pilot. Lorene 
and Chester became my good friends. 

Lorene has always been active and orga-
nized. She was involved in the Simi Valley 
Women’s Club, PTA and served as class par-
ent, 4–H, Campfire Girls, Bluebirds, Bridge 
Club, Boots and Slippers Square Dancing, 
Community Drama Group, Garden Club, and 
was a Simi Valley Hospital volunteer. Many of 
the groups she involved herself with she led or 
served as president. 

Somehow, she also found time to travel 
around the world—twice. 

Lorene still lives on her own and cares for 
her own finances. She still enjoys floral ar-

ranging, board games, cards, and painting. 
Lorene also enjoys her 3 daughters, 14 grand-
children, and 15 great-grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues join 
my wife, Janice, and me in congratulating 
Lorene for 100 years of good and active living 
and in wishing her many more. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CENTRAL COMMU-
NITY BRANCH OF THE YMCA 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a wonderful community 
institution in my district, the Central Commu-
nity Branch of YMCA Greater Worcester. 

For 144 years, the Central Community 
Branch of the YMCA of Central Massachusetts 
has worked to improve the lives of families in 
the Worcester community. The branch was es-
tablished in 1864 to ‘‘improve the spiritual and 
mental condition of young men.’’ The organi-
zation moved into its current Main Street 
home in Worcester in 1918, when the building 
was constructed. Since 1918, the building has 
undergone three major renovations in 1959, 
1983, and 2008. 

Currently, the newly renovated Main Street 
facility provides thousands of youth and adults 
with health and fitness programs, a range of 
classes, and sports leagues. The branch also 
offers the Worcester community an incredible 
diversity of programs in education, health, and 
fitness. Its Minority Achievers Program helps 
tutor high school children and guide them on 
the path to college. Its ‘‘Schools Out’’ pro-
grams provide hundreds of youth with safe 
after-school education and recreation pro-
grams. Its summer camps in Sutton and 
Boylston provide families with wonderful sum-
mer programming. Its Kids on the Go program 
teaches children aged 8–14 how to lead a 
healthy lifestyle with exercise and a balanced 
diet. 

On Thursday, October 2, 2008, the Central 
Community Branch of YMCA of Central Mas-
sachusetts celebrates its successful comple-
tion of the ‘‘Strength of the Team’’ capital 
campaign and its renovations through a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. The organization has in-
vested $5 million to improve the inner city 
beacon, allowing the community to be aware 
of its location. The renovation was driven by a 
successful capital campaign, which raised the 
largest gift to the branch in its entire history of 
$2.2 million from the George I. Alden trust. It 
also was the source of the largest individual 
gift of $500,000 from Gene DeFeudis. The 
wide support that this campaign received is 
tribute to the great work that the central 
branch does in the Greater Worcester commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I commend this wonderful 
organization that brings together people from 
all backgrounds, cultures and religions for the 
purpose of improving the mind, body and spirit 
of all. I congratulate the staff, members and 
supporters of the Central Community Branch 
of the YMCA of Central Massachusetts for 
their successful ‘‘Strength of the Team’’ capital 
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campaign, and I know all of my colleagues 
join me in thanking them for their wonderful 
work. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF SHIRLEY DEMMER 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of Shirley Demmer and 
applaud Bill Demmer’s establishment of the 
Shirley Dudek Demmer Summer Chair of Re-
search at the Brain Aneurysm Foundation. 

In 1952, Shirley was born in Detroit, Michi-
gan to a homemaker and a General Motors 
automotive worker. She grew up in a modest 
neighborhood with five siblings. Tragically, at 
age 13, Shirley lost her mother to what was 
thought to be a stroke, but was later confirmed 
to be a ruptured brain aneurysm. After the 
passing of her mother, Shirley had to grow up 
fast. In 1975, she met her future husband Bill, 
with whom she would share 30 wonderful 
years of marriage. In 1978, the Demmers 
moved to Northville, Michigan, and raised their 
three children. Shirley was active in her com-
munity, involved in philanthropic efforts espe-
cially in the area of violence against women. 
Bill became Chairman of the North American 
International Auto Show. 

At 50, Shirley decided to accomplish one of 
her life’s goals and complete her bachelors 
degree. In 2007, she graduated with highest 
honors from Madonna University with a de-
gree in sociology. Soon thereafter, Shirley ap-
plied and was accepted into the University of 
Michigan’s Gender Studies graduate program. 
Unfortunately, she never had a chance to earn 
her graduate degree. Sadly, Shirley Demmer 
died in November 2007. Shirley was a person 
of extreme warmth and caring. She touched 
the lives of many people in her community, 
and she is sorely missed. 

After her passing, Bill sought to learn every-
thing possible about brain aneurysms. He 
found the incidence of brain aneurysms are 
often partly genetic and his mother-in-law had 
probably died from a ruptured brain aneurysm. 
Consequently, he ensured their children and 
Shirley’s siblings were screened for brain an-
eurysms. Thanks to these screenings, Shir-
ley’s sister Nancy was found to have a brain 
aneurysm and underwent a successful 
craniotomy to save her life. In addition, her 
husband Bill provided a grant to establish the 
Shirley Dudek Demmer Chair of Research at 
the Brain Aneurysm Foundation to promote 
early detection of brain aneurysms. 

Fortunately, today there is a greater aware-
ness of brain aneurysms and the danger they 
pose to Americans. Through the efforts of 
people like Bill Demmer and organizations like 
the Brain Aneurysm Foundation, our nation’s 
leaders have become involved in efforts to 
promote brain aneurysm awareness. For on 
September 26, 2008, Representative PATRICK 
TIBERI (OH) introduced H. Res. 1511, which 
would express support for designation of the 
month of September as ‘‘National Brain Aneu-
rysm Awareness Month’’. 

Madam Speaker, today, as we remember 
the life of Shirley Demmer, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in mourning her passing 
and applauding the establishment of the Shir-
ley Dudek Demmer Chair of Research. 

f 

IN HONOR OF TAIWAN NATIONAL 
DAY 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
order to celebrate with the Taiwanese on their 
National Day. 

This year, the Taiwanese people dem-
onstrated to the world during their most recent 
Presidential election with a clear, ringing voice 
of freedom that they are a democratic people 
and a beacon of democracy to Asia and the 
world. 

The peaceful transfer of power between 
Presidents stood as a reminder that Taiwan is 
an important ally to the United States as they 
exemplify to that region democracy and rule of 
the people. Today, as the newly elected Presi-
dent Ma prepares to celebrate with his people, 
Taiwan’s National Day serves as a reminder 
that all who share the ideals of liberty enjoy 
the bonds of friendship and peace. 

Please join with me in congratulating Tai-
wan, both our friend and ally, and on their Na-
tional Day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE BUD 
CRAMER 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a fellow Blue Dog, a gracious 
friend, and a great American. 

Since 1991, this gentleman has served his 
home state of Alabama as an outstanding 
Member of Congress, and before that served 
our country as a member of the United States 
Army and Army Reserve. 

He has been a champion of child protec-
tion—reflecting his roots as founder of the Na-
tional Children’s Advocacy Centre—and a true 
promoter of our space program. He is a long- 
time supporter of national defense measures, 
and a tireless advocate of fiscal responsibility. 

ROBERT EDWARD CRAMER, Jr.—our friend 
Bud—has plenty of folks both home in Hunts-
ville and here in Washington, DC who admire 
and appreciate him, but I ask you to join me 
again today in congratulating him on a job well 
done and a journey well traveled. 

f 

CELEBRATING FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about a resolution that I have just in-

troduced along with Congressmen HONDA, 
ISSA, and BOBBY SCOTT, my colleagues on the 
U.S.-Philippines Friendship Caucus, H. Res. 
1523. This resolution recognizes Filipino 
American Heritage Month and celebrating the 
heritage and culture of Filipino Americans and 
their immense contributions to our Nation. 

The Filipino American National Historical 
Society established Filipino American History 
Month in 1988 but I was surprised to learn 
that the House of Representatives has never 
recognized this month, which is long overdue! 
We are pleased to honor the Filipino American 
community and pay tribute to the extraordinary 
contributions that Filipinos make to this Nation. 
Filipino Americans have been part of the 
American experience, confronting many dif-
ficult challenges while being resolute and 
steadfast in their cultural heritage. 

We honor the Filipino Americans, from the 
farm workers to nurses and doctors and to the 
brave and courageous soldiers who fought 
shoulder to shoulder with American service-
men. This country is indebted to the Filipino 
veterans of World War II for their extraordinary 
sacrifices. We promise that we will not give 
up. Equity and recognition for World War II 
Veterans is a moral imperative! 

I invite my colleagues to join with me in 
honoring the history, culture, and contribution 
of Filipino Americans in the United States, by 
supporting this important resolution, H. Res. 
1523. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM 
‘‘SON’’ EDWIN HUDSON, SR. 

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday October 2, 2008 

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of the late William 
‘‘Son’’ Edwin Hudson, Sr. who was tragically 
taken from us Friday, September 26, 2008. 
Mr. Hudson was a native Mississippian, and 
member of Sardis Lake Baptist Church. He 
was known in the community as a public serv-
ant, and served as the Panola County Emer-
gency 911 Civil Defense Coordinator. 

Mr. Hudson lost his life in a tragic auto-
mobile accident, at the age of 65. He was very 
active in his community; he was a director of 
the Panola County Homeland Security, the 
Panola County E–911 Coordinator and Panola 
County Fire Coordinator. His life of service 
and friendship to the Panola County region will 
not be forgotten. 

William ‘‘Son’’ Edwin Hudson, Sr. is sur-
vived by his brother, James Rodney Hudson 
of Sardis, his two daughters, his two sons, 
and his seven grandchildren. The great State 
of Mississippi thanks him for his contributions. 
I ask my colleagues to join me today in re-
membering William ‘‘Son’’ Edwin Hudson, Sr. 
in their thoughts and prayers. 
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