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know how quickly a strong economy can spi-
ral out of control without constant vigi-
lance. 

These are sobering events in momentous 
times, and it is useful for the ordinary men 
and women serving in this Capitol today to 
know that others before them rose to similar 
extraordinary challenges and rescued their 
country from harm. 

‘‘What is past is prologue,’’ the National 
Archives reminds us. ‘‘Study the past.’’ That 
is what the United States Capitol Historical 
Society has been encouraging us and ena-
bling us to do for many years. 

I thank you for that valuable service. I am 
humbled by your tribute. And I am honored 
to be in your company tonight. 
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Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to praise the lifetime achievements of distin-
guished Tampa lawyer and Florida legislator 
Louis de la Parte. Mr. de la Parte was hon-
ored for his unselfish compassion and courage 
to voice his beliefs on causes, even against 
popular opposition. He was a noble public 
servant and lived to help his family, friends, 
and community. 

Mr. de la Parte was born in Ybor City, 
Tampa, and grew up with his mother, a home-
maker, and his father, who ran a men’s cloth-
ing store, whom Louis helped out during the 
summer. His grandmother lived in public hous-
ing in Tampa, and his large family came from 
a modest background. He used his experience 
growing up around people less fortunate than 
he to help out his community and voice the 
opinions of those who could not be heard. He 
graduated from Jesuit High School in Tampa 
in 1946 and received his bachelor of arts de-
gree in psychology from Emory University in 
1950. His articulate leadership and natural 
ability for persuasion led him to earn his juris 
doctor from the University of Florida. 

After law school he joined the Air Force and 
started a family. He worked as a prosecutor 
but soon discovered that many of the prob-
lems that he was prosecuting could be avoid-
ed through science and the more effective de-
livery of mental health services. This revela-
tion led Mr. de la Parte to run for public office. 
He served as a Democratic member of the 
Florida House of Representatives from 1962 
through 1966 and the Senate from 1966 
through 1974. He served his final year in the 
legislature as senate president. 

During his time in office, he built the Depart-
ment of Health and Rehabilitative Services to 
assist the poor, mentally disabled, elderly, and 
sick. He avidly promoted environmental legis-
lation and educational programs in prisons. 

A dedicated family man, Mr. de la Parte was 
deeply loved by his family. His wife and two 
children would follow him to work sometimes, 
carrying his briefcase for him. Mr. de la Parte 
loved to have big family dinners on Sundays, 
and to take his family on travels all around the 
world, particularly to those places he had been 
while serving in the Air Force. The de la Parte 
family is a Tampa treasure. 

Mr. de la Parte worked in private practice 
with his son for 4 years. He retired in 1990, 
when he began to develop the early symp-
toms of Alzheimer’s disease. To congratulate 
his dedication to progress in the area of men-
tal health, in 1996 the Florida Mental Health 
Institute at the University of South Florida was 
named after Mr. de la Parte. 

Madam Speaker, Louis de la Parte was a 
man of the highest regard who dedicated his 
life to the public good. He will be greatly 
missed by the State of Florida. My thoughts 
are with his wife, Helen, his children, Peggy 
and L. David, and the entire de la Parte fam-
ily. 
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, it is my pleasure to pay tribute to the 
Kiwanis of Astoria—Long Island City for its 
outstanding work in supporting philanthropic 
and community organizations serving the peo-
ple of western Queens. 

This year, the Kiwanis Club named as its 
Man of the Year Panagiotis Manolas, M.D., 
Chief of Surgery at Mount Sinai Hospital of 
Queens. Born and educated in Greece, Dr. 
Manolas immigrated to America to complete 
his studies. Certified by the American Board of 
Surgery, he has developed a highly successful 
multi-specialty practice in general, breast and 
laparoscopic surgery. Named a ‘‘New York 
Super Doctor’’ and one of the ‘‘Best Doctors in 
New York’’, he is devoted to his patients, often 
providing his services pro bono or on a sliding 
scale. 

The Kiwanis Club is naming as its Women 
of the Year several deserving honorees. 
These include: Rose Anne Alafogiannis, past 
president of the Kiwanis Club and member of 
Queens Community Board #1, the Astoria 
Civic Association, SHAREing & CAREing, and 
a Lector for the Immaculate Conception par-
ish; 

Donna Furey, an Astoria native, Kiwanis 
Club member, and attorney specializing in 
elder law who who serves as a member of the 
board of St. John’s University School of Law 
Alumni Association and the Queens County 
Women’s Bar Association and who has dedi-
cated herself to helping local seniors; 

Roberta Gualtieri, a life-long Astoria resident 
who has served countless hours as a volun-
teer at the Steinway Senior Center, the 
Kiwanis Club, the 114th Police Precinct, Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Roman Catholic Church, 
St. John’s Hospital emergency room, and with 
literacy programs for underprivileged youth; 

Laura Jean Hawkins, a longtime community 
activist and lecturer who served for many 
years as Chief of Staff to former Assembly-
man Denis Butler and advocate for non-profit 
groups like SHAREing & CAREing, a breast 
and ovarian cancer support group; 

Teresa Jarnich, a member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Astoria—Long Island City and a volun-
teer with its Christmas Auction and Anti-Crime 
programs; 

Christine Lolas, an Athens native who immi-
grated to the U.S. to launch her career in the 
banking industry. She is active in the Kiwanis 
Club, the 30th Avenue Business Association, 
and serves on the Advisory Board of 
SHAREing & CAREing; 

Anna Kril, the founder of SHAREing & 
CAREing, Inc. She serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the New York City Health & Hos-
pitals Corporation, on the Executive Board of 
the Community Advisory Board of Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, as Chairperson of the Health 
Committee of Queens Community Board #1 in 
Queens, and as a member of the Kiwanis 
Club; 

Vera Martucci, who, although widowed at an 
early age, still devoted herself to serving oth-
ers by volunteering to assist immigrants 
through the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union and at St. John’s Hospital’s 
emergency department, the Steinway Senior 
Center, and P.S. 7 and P.S. 126; 

Charlene Perno, a Registered Nurse who 
serves on the Board of SHAREing & 
CAREing, as coordinator of New York Hospital 
of Queens’ health fair, and who provides 
health education to local high schools; 

Linda Ann Vinci-Perno, an Astoria native 
who has volunteered for the Boy’s Club of 
Queens, Ladies Auxiliary, President of St. 
Margaret Mary Rosary Society, and the Long 
Island chapter of Cancer Care; and 

Eartha Washington, who serves as Chair of 
the Board of Elmhurst Hospital and is active 
with the New York City Department for the 
Aging Advisory Board, SHAREing & CAREing, 
the Kiwanis Club, and the Astoria Civic Asso-
ciation. 

I ask that my distinguished colleagues join 
me in paying tribute to these outstanding indi-
viduals for their extraordinary commitment to 
serving others. 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and honor that I take this time 
to recognize one of the most influential and re-
nowned individuals to emerge from Northwest 
Indiana. Dr. James P. Comer, M.D., M.P.H., 
has made many distinguished contributions to 
the field of child psychiatry throughout his 
prestigious career, and I take this time to wel-
come him back to Northwest Indiana, where 
he will serve as the keynote speaker for the 
2008 Parent University on Saturday, October 
11, 2008, at East Chicago Central High 
School in East Chicago, Indiana. This extraor-
dinary event is sponsored by the School City 
of East Chicago, the City of East Chicago, the 
Lake Shore Chamber of Commerce, and Pur-
due University. 

Dr. Comer was born in East Chicago, Indi-
ana. In 1956, he completed his studies at Indi-
ana University and went on to receive his 
M.D. in 1960 from Howard University College 
of Medicine. From there, he went on to com-
plete his M.P.H. degree from the University of 
Michigan School of Public Health in 1964. Fol-
lowing this, he went on to Yale University, 
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