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in order to weaken the final defense of Ger-
many against the Allies. 

Operations Group II, led by Lt. John 
Giannaris, operating chiefly out of the tiny re-
mote village of Pappas, conducted military op-
erations primarily against the railroad in the 
mountains between Lamia and Domokos. Dur-
ing a four-month period the team participated 
in 14 missions during which they destroyed 
three locomotives and 31 railway cars, blew 
up 7,400 yards of rail line, and inflicted 675 
casualties on the enemy. On September 8th, 
1944, as the group approached a heavily pa-
trolled area, it came under point-blank enemy 
machine gun fire. 

OG II member Michalis Tsirmulas was hit. 
Under a withering assault, Lt. Giannaris or-
dered a withdrawal while himself crawling to 
aid Tsirmulas, only to learn he had been 
killed. After being severely wounded, Lt. 
Giannaris narrowly escaped capture, passing 
within earshot of German soldiers hunting him 
down. He was found by two local 
shepherdesses, who cared for him and con-
tacted his men. In a daring daylight escape, 
Lt. Giannaris was spirited to safety in a British 
aircraft. 

The story of the Greek-American OGs was 
highly classified for more than 40 years. The 
full account of these soldiers and their accom-
plishments was unknown even to the surviving 
participants. After fighting in Greece ended, 
most of them went on to other assignments in 
Europe and Asia. They returned home never 
knowing the enormous impact their mission 
had on events in Greece. Most never spoke of 
their experience with the O.S.S for many 
years, even to their families. Many years later, 
Giannaris, since promoted to Captain, rec-
ommended his men for an award. The De-
fense Department agreed and authorized the 
Bronze Star Medal for valor. 

Recently, a search began for survivors and 
descendants of the deceased of OSS Greek 
OG II, undertaken by Dr. Robert Perdue, OG 
II historian and a retired agricultural research 
scientist. This month at a ceremony in Astoria, 
New York, the 22 enlisted men of OG II will 
be honored at a ceremony. One surviving en-
listed member of OG II will attend as will fami-
lies of six deceased members of the Group, 
with all receiving the Bronze Star Medal from 
Captain Giannaris. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing the extraordinary brav-
ery and devotion to their country of the coura-
geous men of OSS Greek Operations Goup II 
on the occasion of their receiving the Bronze 
Star Medal for Valor. 
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Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of young Tyrik 
Johnson of Coldwater, Mississippi. At the ten-
der age of four, Tyrik was taken from this 
earth in a tragic accident on September 26, 
2008. Tyrik was a bright, fearless little boy and 
he will be missed by all who knew him in his 

short life. The loss of someone so young is a 
cruel tragedy and his community will be the 
lesser for his passing. Tyrik is survived by his 
loving mother, Adrienne Johnson, and his car-
ing great-grandparents, Marshall and Jean 
Johnson, all of Coldwater, Mississippi. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in extending condo-
lences to Tyrik’s family and keeping all of his 
loved ones in our thoughts and prayers. 
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Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the courage of a brave and 
dedicated hero of the state of Texas and of 
our Nation. 

Captain Robert Vallejo II was a soldier in 
the Texas National Guard and a true Amer-
ican hero. Robert gave his life in the service 
of his country on September 18, 2008, when 
the helicopter he was co-piloting went down 
near Tallil, Iraq. 

Assigned to 2nd Battalion, 149th Aviation, 
36th Combat Aviation Brigade as a pilot, Cap-
tain Vallejo did his part during a time of war, 
a fact that speaks volumes about his character 
and patriotism. 

Robert graduated from Brewer High School 
in 1998 and graduated from Texas Christian 
University as part of the Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps in 2005. After graduation from col-
lege, he attended flight school at Fort Rucker, 
Alabama. Becoming a pilot fulfilled his long- 
time dream of flying. Becoming a military pilot 
fulfilled his desire to, as his mother put it, ‘‘be 
a part of history and leave his mark.’’ 

He served as a soldier for nine years and 
was on his first overseas tour when he died. 

Shortly after Robert’s death, his family 
learned that the baby his wife is expecting in 
January would be a boy. Captain Vallejo’s son 
will be named Robert Cale Vallejo III and will 
learn of his father through his family and 
friends, who described Robert as a kind, out-
going, and intelligent man with a wonderful 
sense of humor. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Captain 
Vallejo’s wife, sisters, parents, and all of his 
family and friends. His community and nation 
honor his memory and we are grateful for his 
faithful and distinguished service to America. 

Captain Vallejo will not be forgotten. His 
memory lives on through his family and the 
legacy of selfless service that he so bravely 
imprinted on our hearts. 
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Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I stand here 
today to honor a loving mother, supportive 

wife, adoring grandmother and doting great- 
grandmother, Hortensia ‘‘Guera’’ Abril. 

Born in Nuevo Leon, Monterey, Mexico, she 
eventually moved to Colton, California where 
she grew up to become a longstanding, influ-
ential member of the community. A fulfilled 
homemaker thanks to her care, compassion 
and love for her family, Guera also proudly be-
longed to Colton’s San Salvador Catholic 
Church. In addition to supporting her husband, 
Ray ‘‘Sonny’’ Abril, who served on the Colton 
School Board for many years, she too played 
an active role in the community as a longtime 
PTA member, well-respected and loved by all. 

In addition to being survived by her husband 
Sonny of 53 years, her memory will be carried 
on by her three sons, Nick, Michael (Stella) 
and Dominic; her three daughters, Melinda 
Medina (Mike), Becky Gonzales (Reuben) and 
Nellie Carners (Joe); and one brother, 
Norberto Gasca. Guera will be sorely missed 
by 19 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren 
and many nieces, nephews and friends as 
well. 

As a longtime friend of Ray’s, I would like to 
express my greatest sympathies for his fam-
ily’s loss. She meant everything in the world to 
him and will truly be missed. Let us take a 
moment to remember this great woman and 
her admirable dedication to instilling positive 
change and leading an exemplarily life, one 
whose footsteps we all hope to follow. The 
thoughts and prayers of my wife Barbara, my 
family and I are with his family at this time. 

God Bless Hortensia ‘‘Guera’’ Abril for love 
of country and mankind. 
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Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
This year, I have the great pleasure of seeing 
one of the finest constituents of Second Dis-
trict of Kansas honored as an Angel in Adop-
tion. This award was given by the Congres-
sional Coalition on Adoption, of which I am 
proud to be a member. The story of the Sec-
ond District’s Angel in Adoption, Michelle 
Reed, is a story of hard work, commitment, 
and humility. It is a story that I am proud to 
share today. 

In addition to adopting two children from 
Kazakhstan, Michelle has become an advo-
cate for international adoption by facilitating 
support groups and by serving on the board of 
Two Hearts for Hope. Michelle is truly an 
Angel in Adoption. 

Michelle’s story begins in 2004 when a 
cousin and a friend announced that they were 
adopting children from Korea and China. To 
support her loved ones, she began looking 
into the process. As Michelle says, ‘‘My hus-
band and I had not discussed adopting. We 
had two children. My son, Jonas, was just 
starting high school in the fall and our daugh-
ter, Libby, was in middle school. The pictures 
of the children available for adoption were 
endless on the Internet. I began to think that 
we could give a home—a family—to one of 
these children.’’ 
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