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In March of 2004, the Reeds signed an 

agency contract to adopt their son Jess, who 
was 3 at the time, from Kazakhstan. They 
traveled to Kazakhstan in November 2004 and 
lived there for 61⁄2 weeks. In May 2005, they 
signed a contract to return for a little girl that 
they met on their first trip who was also 3 
years old. They left in October, 2005 and re-
turned home in December with a new daugh-
ter, Jsera. 

When Michelle returned from her adoption 
journey in Kazakhstan, she started working to 
help other families. ‘‘After our first adoption, 
we both became passionate about helping 
those that were thinking of adoption.’’ She is 
now the moderator of three Internet groups 
that provide support for families that are in the 
process of adopting internationally or integra-
tion assistance for those that have already 
adopted. They try to facilitate heritage knowl-
edge, for example, by teaching parents to 
cook their child’s native foods. Michelle and 
her family also hosted an exchange student 
from Kazakhstan this year who taught them so 
much about their children’s heritage. 

Michelle is also a board member of the 
newly formed organization, Two Hearts for 
Hope, which raises donations to send supplies 
to orphanages in Kazakhstan. Most of the 
supplies she works so hard to find are those 
that many of us take for granted, like shoes 
and warm clothing. ‘‘The facilities aren’t per-
fect—there are broken windows and some-
times there’s no heat. Because it’s just south 
of Siberia, the need for warm clothing is mag-
nified.’’ 

When speaking about her visits to 
Kazakhstan she said, ‘‘Once you leave those 
other children behind, you are not allowed to 
forget them.’’ The love, warmth, faith and pas-
sion for helping others that Michelle posses 
shines through when you meet her. I am 
pleased to say that once you meet Michelle, 
you are not allowed to forget her or the joy 
she has brought to others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 29, 2008, I missed rollcall vote No. 
673. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in the following manner: 

Rollcall No. 673 ‘‘nay.’’ 
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A CHILD IS MISSING ALERT AND 
RECOVERY CENTER ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, thank you for your leadership in 
bringing this very important bill to the floor. I 
support this bill and urge my colleagues to do 
the same. This bill is good and it is necessary. 

The bill is sponsored by Mr. KLEIN and has 
bi-partisan support. It has 21 cosponsors, in-

cluding the following Judiciary members: 
Chairman CONYERS, Chairman SCOTT, Mr. 
CHABOT, Mr. NADLER, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. COHEN, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. SUTTON, and Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

A child goes missing every 40 seconds. The 
successful recovery of missing children often 
requires a quick response. In 1997, Sherry 
Friedlander, the founder of A Child is Missing 
(ACIM), saw the need for a rapid-response 
program to persons who go missing, espe-
cially in situations that do not involve abduc-
tions. In response to this need, she estab-
lished ACIM, a national non-profit organization 
that offers free assistance to law enforcement 
365 days of the year, 24 hours per day. The 
program is not limited to children, but extends 
to elderly persons (suffering from senility or 
Alzheimer’s), mentally challenged or disabled 
individuals and college students. 

When law enforcement receives a call re-
garding a missing person, the first-responder 
can immediately call ACIM for help. The offi-
cer provides critical information to ACIM, such 
as the person’s age and description and the 
last time/place seen. ACIM uses that informa-
tion to record a message that, within minutes, 
is sent via phone to 1000s of locations within 
a radius of the last sighting of the person. 
Through their computer mapping system, 
ACIM also can identify ‘‘hot spots,’’ such as 
water or wooded areas. 

ACIM complements the Amber Alert pro-
gram by providing different services. While 
Amber Alert focuses on children who are ab-
ducted, ACIM covers all ‘‘persons’’ who go 
missing, including situations where criminal in-
tent may not be at issue. Amber Alert uses tel-
evision and highway signs to broadcast infor-
mation about the abducted child and the re-
lated vehicle, while ACIM uses a rapid re-
sponse telephone alert system and covers 
cases where there is no vehicle involved. The 
ACIM notification system often can respond 
more quickly than the Amber Alert program. 

ACIM would use the requested money to 
operate and expand the existing ACIM office 
in Florida, to develop Regional Centers for on- 
site training and communication with local law 
enforcement, to maintain and expand their 
computer and phone technologies, and to as-
sist the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, the AMBER Alert Coordi-
nator, and appropriate law enforcement agen-
cies with training. 

H.R. 5464 authorizes $5 million annual 
grants for 2009 through 2014 to A Child is 
Missing Alert and Recovery Center (ACIM) to 
assist law enforcement in the rapid recovery of 
missing children and other individuals. 

I support this bill and I urge my colleagues 
to support it also. 
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HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 88 AUXILIARY 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the accomplishments of my home-
town American Legion Post 88 Auxiliary. 

First, the Post Auxiliary has been a great 
help to my constituents and me monitoring 
legislation that benefits veterans and their 
families. 

But Unit 88 also works directly to support 
our troops overseas. The Post Auxiliary had 
several mailings of care packages each worth 
more than $1,500 to servicemen and woman 
to let them know how proud all of Nashville is 
of them for giving their time, efforts and some-
times their lives to support our freedom. Be-
sides the care packages, they sent over 900 
pocket flags for our service people to carry 
with them. And the troops appreciate it. Be-
sides many e-mails and thank you letters, the 
732nd Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron 
sent a proclamation and flag thanking the Post 
for their efforts. 

The Post Auxiliary works diligently to care 
for our veterans after they return from over-
seas as well. They visit veterans in the Vet-
eran’s Hospital in Nashville and in 
Murfreesboro, TN each month to give them 
goodie bags and visit with them. And they 
held a Christmas party at each facility to let 
the veterans know how much our country 
cares for and supports them. They participated 
in ‘‘Operation Stand Down,’’ a 3-day event to 
assist homeless veterans, by serving meals 
and donating clothing. 

Funds were raised to send veterans’ chil-
dren backpacks for school and we gave needy 
veterans’ children gifts and food at Christmas. 

As I’m sure everyone is familiar with, the 
American Legion sells poppies every May in 
time to honor our veterans on Memorial Day. 
This year, the Post 88 Auxiliary raised over 
$1,300 and then hosted a fashion show to 
raise an additional $2,000. 

Finally, beyond the work supporting our 
troops and veterans, the Post Auxiliary also 
serves our local community. The Post 88 Aux-
iliary raised funds to send 16 girls to Girls 
State where they learn about government and 
legislative processes. In December, they held 
a party for handicapped children complete with 
live music by the Timeline Band who was gen-
erous enough to donate their time. In Feb-
ruary, the Post Auxiliary held an essay contest 
that had over 200 submissions on the theme 
‘‘America: Home of the Brave, the Land I 
Love.’’ 

And as in every year since 9/11, the Post 
Auxiliary held a September 11 Memorial Cere-
mony to remember all those who lost their 
lives in that terrorist attack. 

I’m proud to represent Post 88 Auxiliary. 
They are the best of Tennessee as well as the 
country. 
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TRIBUTE TO HAROLD MEEK 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Harold Meek, a 
community leader and entrepreneur from Ba-
kersfield, CA, on his retirement after over 35 
years with the Three-Way Automotive Group. 

Born in Oklahoma, Harold moved to Bakers-
field in 1958 to work with his brother, Leo, in 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:11 Apr 18, 2011 Jkt 059102 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E03OC8.000 E03OC8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T00:41:15-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




