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In March of 2004, the Reeds signed an 

agency contract to adopt their son Jess, who 
was 3 at the time, from Kazakhstan. They 
traveled to Kazakhstan in November 2004 and 
lived there for 61⁄2 weeks. In May 2005, they 
signed a contract to return for a little girl that 
they met on their first trip who was also 3 
years old. They left in October, 2005 and re-
turned home in December with a new daugh-
ter, Jsera. 

When Michelle returned from her adoption 
journey in Kazakhstan, she started working to 
help other families. ‘‘After our first adoption, 
we both became passionate about helping 
those that were thinking of adoption.’’ She is 
now the moderator of three Internet groups 
that provide support for families that are in the 
process of adopting internationally or integra-
tion assistance for those that have already 
adopted. They try to facilitate heritage knowl-
edge, for example, by teaching parents to 
cook their child’s native foods. Michelle and 
her family also hosted an exchange student 
from Kazakhstan this year who taught them so 
much about their children’s heritage. 

Michelle is also a board member of the 
newly formed organization, Two Hearts for 
Hope, which raises donations to send supplies 
to orphanages in Kazakhstan. Most of the 
supplies she works so hard to find are those 
that many of us take for granted, like shoes 
and warm clothing. ‘‘The facilities aren’t per-
fect—there are broken windows and some-
times there’s no heat. Because it’s just south 
of Siberia, the need for warm clothing is mag-
nified.’’ 

When speaking about her visits to 
Kazakhstan she said, ‘‘Once you leave those 
other children behind, you are not allowed to 
forget them.’’ The love, warmth, faith and pas-
sion for helping others that Michelle posses 
shines through when you meet her. I am 
pleased to say that once you meet Michelle, 
you are not allowed to forget her or the joy 
she has brought to others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 29, 2008, I missed rollcall vote No. 
673. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in the following manner: 

Rollcall No. 673 ‘‘nay.’’ 
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A CHILD IS MISSING ALERT AND 
RECOVERY CENTER ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, thank you for your leadership in 
bringing this very important bill to the floor. I 
support this bill and urge my colleagues to do 
the same. This bill is good and it is necessary. 

The bill is sponsored by Mr. KLEIN and has 
bi-partisan support. It has 21 cosponsors, in-

cluding the following Judiciary members: 
Chairman CONYERS, Chairman SCOTT, Mr. 
CHABOT, Mr. NADLER, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. COHEN, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. SUTTON, and Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

A child goes missing every 40 seconds. The 
successful recovery of missing children often 
requires a quick response. In 1997, Sherry 
Friedlander, the founder of A Child is Missing 
(ACIM), saw the need for a rapid-response 
program to persons who go missing, espe-
cially in situations that do not involve abduc-
tions. In response to this need, she estab-
lished ACIM, a national non-profit organization 
that offers free assistance to law enforcement 
365 days of the year, 24 hours per day. The 
program is not limited to children, but extends 
to elderly persons (suffering from senility or 
Alzheimer’s), mentally challenged or disabled 
individuals and college students. 

When law enforcement receives a call re-
garding a missing person, the first-responder 
can immediately call ACIM for help. The offi-
cer provides critical information to ACIM, such 
as the person’s age and description and the 
last time/place seen. ACIM uses that informa-
tion to record a message that, within minutes, 
is sent via phone to 1000s of locations within 
a radius of the last sighting of the person. 
Through their computer mapping system, 
ACIM also can identify ‘‘hot spots,’’ such as 
water or wooded areas. 

ACIM complements the Amber Alert pro-
gram by providing different services. While 
Amber Alert focuses on children who are ab-
ducted, ACIM covers all ‘‘persons’’ who go 
missing, including situations where criminal in-
tent may not be at issue. Amber Alert uses tel-
evision and highway signs to broadcast infor-
mation about the abducted child and the re-
lated vehicle, while ACIM uses a rapid re-
sponse telephone alert system and covers 
cases where there is no vehicle involved. The 
ACIM notification system often can respond 
more quickly than the Amber Alert program. 

ACIM would use the requested money to 
operate and expand the existing ACIM office 
in Florida, to develop Regional Centers for on- 
site training and communication with local law 
enforcement, to maintain and expand their 
computer and phone technologies, and to as-
sist the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, the AMBER Alert Coordi-
nator, and appropriate law enforcement agen-
cies with training. 

H.R. 5464 authorizes $5 million annual 
grants for 2009 through 2014 to A Child is 
Missing Alert and Recovery Center (ACIM) to 
assist law enforcement in the rapid recovery of 
missing children and other individuals. 

I support this bill and I urge my colleagues 
to support it also. 
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HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 88 AUXILIARY 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the accomplishments of my home-
town American Legion Post 88 Auxiliary. 

First, the Post Auxiliary has been a great 
help to my constituents and me monitoring 
legislation that benefits veterans and their 
families. 

But Unit 88 also works directly to support 
our troops overseas. The Post Auxiliary had 
several mailings of care packages each worth 
more than $1,500 to servicemen and woman 
to let them know how proud all of Nashville is 
of them for giving their time, efforts and some-
times their lives to support our freedom. Be-
sides the care packages, they sent over 900 
pocket flags for our service people to carry 
with them. And the troops appreciate it. Be-
sides many e-mails and thank you letters, the 
732nd Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron 
sent a proclamation and flag thanking the Post 
for their efforts. 

The Post Auxiliary works diligently to care 
for our veterans after they return from over-
seas as well. They visit veterans in the Vet-
eran’s Hospital in Nashville and in 
Murfreesboro, TN each month to give them 
goodie bags and visit with them. And they 
held a Christmas party at each facility to let 
the veterans know how much our country 
cares for and supports them. They participated 
in ‘‘Operation Stand Down,’’ a 3-day event to 
assist homeless veterans, by serving meals 
and donating clothing. 

Funds were raised to send veterans’ chil-
dren backpacks for school and we gave needy 
veterans’ children gifts and food at Christmas. 

As I’m sure everyone is familiar with, the 
American Legion sells poppies every May in 
time to honor our veterans on Memorial Day. 
This year, the Post 88 Auxiliary raised over 
$1,300 and then hosted a fashion show to 
raise an additional $2,000. 

Finally, beyond the work supporting our 
troops and veterans, the Post Auxiliary also 
serves our local community. The Post 88 Aux-
iliary raised funds to send 16 girls to Girls 
State where they learn about government and 
legislative processes. In December, they held 
a party for handicapped children complete with 
live music by the Timeline Band who was gen-
erous enough to donate their time. In Feb-
ruary, the Post Auxiliary held an essay contest 
that had over 200 submissions on the theme 
‘‘America: Home of the Brave, the Land I 
Love.’’ 

And as in every year since 9/11, the Post 
Auxiliary held a September 11 Memorial Cere-
mony to remember all those who lost their 
lives in that terrorist attack. 

I’m proud to represent Post 88 Auxiliary. 
They are the best of Tennessee as well as the 
country. 
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TRIBUTE TO HAROLD MEEK 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Harold Meek, a 
community leader and entrepreneur from Ba-
kersfield, CA, on his retirement after over 35 
years with the Three-Way Automotive Group. 

Born in Oklahoma, Harold moved to Bakers-
field in 1958 to work with his brother, Leo, in 
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the automotive industry. After 17 years with 
his brother’s dealership, Harold joined Three- 
Way Chevrolet, later the Three-Way Auto-
motive Group, in 1973. With his business 
prowess and entrepreneurial skill, he become 
General Manager just 2 years later, was made 
a partner shortly thereafter, and, in 1996, was 
appointed president/dealer operator. 

Under Harold’s leadership, the Three-Way 
Automotive Group, which recently celebrated 
its 50th anniversary by opening a second 
Chevrolet dealership at the Bakersfield Auto 
Mall, has been internationally recognized and 
awarded numerous industry awards for out-
standing service. For the past 7 years, Three- 
Way Chevrolet has been the number one Re-
tail Volume Chevrolet Dealer in California and 
was the number one Retail Chevrolet Dealer 
in the world in June and July of 2005. In addi-
tion, Harold has received the prestigious Time 
Magazine 2003 Quality Dealer Award and, for 
the last 8 years, the General Motors’ Jack 
Smith Dealer of the Year Award, all a recogni-
tion of his commitment to exceptional sales 
performance and superior customer service. 
Over his long career, he has also served on 
or chaired numerous State and regional auto-
motive industry dealership associations. 

A successful entrepreneur in Bakersfield, 
Harold has also been active in the local com-
munity. Harold has served on the Greater Ba-
kersfield Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, the Kern County Law 
Enforcement Foundation, and is a charter 
member of the Bakersfield Better Business 
Bureau. He also is a strong advocate for and 
has supported numerous civic and charitable 
organizations. Harold has supported and been 
involved in more than 250 civic and charitable 
organizations in the community, including nu-
merous youth and sports programs as well as 
the American Cancer Society, the Bakersfield 
Women’s Business Conference, the Kern 
County Fair, Relay for Life, Link to Life, the 
YMCA, and the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

A dedicated Republican, Harold has been 
active in local, State, and national Republican 
politics. He has served on the steering com-
mittees of numerous gubernatorial and presi-
dential campaigns in California, and has man-
aged several local campaigns, including city 
council, county supervisor, and sheriff’s races. 
Harold also served as campaign chairman for 
former California State Assembly member 
from 1988 to 2000. 

Harold exemplifies the entrepreneurial spirit 
and a dedication to community that has made 
this country great. I wish Harold the best in 
this new chapter of his life, and I know he 
looks forward to spending more time with his 
wife Kay; children Joi, Mark, and Vivienne; 
and grandchildren Clint, Cody, Jordan, and 
Julia. 
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IN HONOR OF GRAYCE BOGDEN 
NOTEBOOM ARNOLD 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I am 
honored today to acknowledge the inspiring 

life of Grayce Bogden Noteboom Arnold, a 
woman who made great contributions to cul-
tural development in my district and to the 
community of Patagonia, Arizona. 

Grayce Bogden Noteboom Arnold arrived in 
Patagonia in 1976. Her route to Arizona from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, took her first to 
Guadalajara, Mexico, where her husband, 
John Patton Arnold, had been commissioned 
by Popular Mechanics and the American Auto-
mobile Association to publish the first motor 
tourist guide of Mexico in the mid-1950s. 
Mexican President Luis Echevarria later recog-
nized this guide as opening ‘‘the gateway’’ to 
motorized travel in Mexico. 

Grayce and John also built one of the first 
prototype house cars (recreational vehicles) by 
converting a 1949 Ford panel truck, nick-
named ‘‘La Tortuga’’. When they returned to 
the United States from Guadalajara, Grayce, 
John and their two children, John David and 
Elaine, settled in Nogales, Arizona. Subse-
quently, they moved to Tucson where Janie 
was born and John Senior passed away in 
1972. During all this time Grayce had been 
developing her artistic talent. She took sand 
cast candle lessons from famed Tucson artist 
Ted DeGrazia. 

In 1976, Grayce moved into the Miner’s Old 
Home in Patagonia, which had been built in 
1905 as the residence for the chief mine engi-
neer Mr. McDonald. The house was in very 
poor condition and was extensively remodeled 
to provide living quarters and ultimately be-
came home to Grayce’s Gift and Candle Shop 
and Museum. Grayce’s reputation as an artist 
and entrepreneur flourished. Her contributions 
include designing Patagonia’s first 3 postcards 
and her civic involvement to promote Pata-
gonia as a tourist destination. Over the years, 
her notable business contacts included film 
stars Faye Dunaway and Joanna Cassidy. 

Visitors to Grayce’s shop see immediately 
that it is more than a place of business. It is 
part museum, art gallery, and gift and candle 
shop. They also receive a personalized guided 
tour and explanation of the artistic renderings. 
The guest book contains entries from thou-
sands of people from all walks of life from 
around the world who have left their names 
and cheerful comments about their visit. 
Grayce’s artistic collection includes her award- 
winning sand cast candle dioramas. The Tree 
Spirit, Cocoon, Desert Storm and other cre-
ative masks are the centerpiece of her artistic 
creations. Two of the masks have been fea-
tured on postcards which she designed. One 
of Grayce’s greatest sculptures is her rendition 
of a Tarahumara man in traditional dress 
squatting in contemplation. At Grayce’s you 
will find unique southwestern arts, crafts from 
indigenous Mexican cultures including the 
Tarahumara, Yaqui, and Seri Indians. 

People who knew Grayce are inspired that 
a person of her age was so full of life, phys-
ically active and ran her own business until 
age 97. Grayce would be the first to tell you 
that age is irrelevant as she did belly dancing, 
remarried and launched her artistic career in 
her 60s. She always told her children to never 
stop dreaming, to be creative and to help oth-
ers. 

Grayce has been an inspiration to all of us. 
She stands as a wonderful example of the sig-
nificant contributions that women in the west 

make to the cultural and economic develop-
ment of our communities. 
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HONORING SSGT LLOYD LEE EL-
LIOTT, USAF 8TH AIR FORCE— 
34TH BOMB GROUP 

HON. MARY FALLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commend SSgt Lloyd Lee Elliott, USAF of 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, for his service to 
the United States of America. 

SSgt Lloyd Lee Elliott, USAF, distinguished 
himself in service to our country from August 
13th, 1943, to October 15th, 1945. SSgt Lloyd 
Lee Elliott served as a tail-gunner on a B–17 
Bomber completing 33 missions over Ger-
many. 

There are many paths which are set before 
us in life, many times paths which are not de-
sirable to pursue. Answering the call of his 
country, this young man followed the path be-
fore him not knowing if it would lead him safe-
ly back home. Believing in the freedom of the 
United States and in defending our rights, 
Staff Sergeant Elliott distinguished himself in 
service to our country. 

Each person who has served our country 
has many experiences which can be shared. 
We share today with Staff Sergeant Elliott our 
thanks and our gratitude for his service. He is 
one of many who have sacrificed; answering 
the call to make the United States of America 
what it is today. 

Once again, I want to commend SSgt Lloyd 
Lee Elliott, USAF. 

f 

POLISH AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, this month 
I proudly join the thousands of Polish Ameri-
cans living in Chicago in a celebration of Pol-
ish history, culture, and pride during Polish 
American Heritage Month. 

This year, Polish Americans celebrate the 
400th anniversary of the arrival of the first 
Poles to America’s first settlement in James-
town, Virginia. The first five Polish settlers 
traveled to Jamestown aboard the English 
ship, the Mary and Margaret, at the invitation 
of Captain John Smith and the London Com-
pany. They arrived on October 1, 1608 and 
distinguished themselves as America’s first 
tradesmen. Poles, alongside other ethnic 
groups, were among the pioneers who helped 
to establish this country as the land of hope 
and opportunity. Their work ethic helped cre-
ate the foundations of modern America. 

The celebration of this milestone coincides 
with another important historical landmark: the 
90th anniversary of the reinstatement of Polish 
independence. In 1918, after 123 years of oc-
cupation and generations of struggle by the 
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