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Polish people, Poland reappeared on the map 
of Europe after World War I. 

The United States is grateful to Poland for 
its friendship and commitment to the demo-
cratic ideals of liberty and human rights. Po-
land is a strong ally of the United States, and 
I am dedicated to continuing the strong record 
of cultural and economic ties between our two 
nations. 

My hometown of Chicago has a thriving and 
active Polish American community. Madam 
Speaker, I am honored to join the citizens of 
my district, as well as those of Polish descent 
around the country in recognizing, remem-
bering, and celebrating Polish American Herit-
age Month. 
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Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Prevent Blindness Wisconsin and 
to celebrate its 50th anniversary of service. 
Prevent Blindness is a non-profit, volunteer or-
ganization that has provided free vision 
screenings for over five million Wisconsin chil-
dren and adults since 1958. 

This year alone, Prevent Blindness Wis-
consin recruited, trained, and certified nearly 
2,000 volunteers who helped screen more 
than 220,000 children and 3,000 adults state-
wide. Through their hard work, they were able 
to help diagnose hundreds of children who 
suffered from significant vision abnormalities, 
which, left untreated, could have resulted in 
permanent vision loss. 

Prevent Blindness has a wonderful history 
of helping children from families in need, at- 
risk adults, and the community to help screen, 
treat, and prevent vision problems from wors-
ening. Their volunteers join together with local 
eye-care professionals to ensure that these 
children can get the treatment they need to 
protect their vision. 

On behalf of all who have benefited from its 
efforts, I would like to thank Prevent Blindness 
Wisconsin for all of its work for children, 
adults, and families in Wisconsin. I congratu-
late Prevent Blindness Wisconsin on 50 years 
of service and wish everyone who makes their 
work possible a joyous anniversary celebra-
tion. 
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Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Jeff Miller, a small business owner 
and son of a World War II veteran from Hen-
dersonville, North Carolina. Mr. Miller is one of 
the founders of Honor Air, which enables hun-
dreds of World War II veterans the chance to 
travel to Washington, DC to see the National 

World War II Memorial that was built to honor 
the 16 million Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Air-
men, Coast Guardsmen, and Merchant Mari-
ners who served our Nation during World War 
II. 

With the strong belief that everything good 
in his life is because of these courageous vet-
erans, Mr. Miller began a campaign to send 
every World War II veteran from Henderson 
County to Washington, DC to see the memo-
rial, which opened in 2004. World War II vet-
erans who had not already been to the memo-
rial and had physical or financial limitations 
were offered the chance to take the trip. The 
community came together to raise the money 
to fund the project. Many community groups, 
businesses and individuals contributed to this 
project, allowing these brave veterans to travel 
to Washington to see the memorial that was 
built in their honor. Mr. Miller, the Honor Air 
volunteers and contributors have all given 
something back to those for whom the debt 
can never be repaid. By the time it makes its 
last flight, 625 veterans from Hendersonville, 
NC will have made the Honor Air trip. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in expressing my appreciation and 
admiration for Jeff Miller, who made it possible 
for so many of our veterans to have the op-
portunity to see the National World War II Me-
morial. 
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, among the key areas of jurisdiction 
for the Education and Labor Committee are 
employee benefits—specifically, retirement 
and health benefits—that are so important to 
the economic security of American workers. 
Over the years, Congress has passed various 
laws designed to protect and strengthen the 
health and pension benefit programs that mil-
lions of American workers and retirees depend 
on. 

Congress needs timely and objective data in 
order to determine and ensure that these crit-
ical programs are delivering needed benefits. 
When Government data is not available, one 
of the most valuable resources we have to 
help us understand what is happening in these 
areas is the nonpartisan and nonprofit Em-
ployee Benefit Research Institute, EBRI, which 
marks its 30th anniversary this year. 

EBRI is a rare organization in Washington: 
It does not take policy positions and it does 
not lobby—its mission is to provide objective, 
accurate, reliable research. One of the rea-
sons its work gets attention and is respected 
is because EBRI does not have an ideological 
agenda and it does not try to ‘‘spin’’ the num-
bers. Because EBRI is a non-advocacy orga-
nization, legislators on both sides of the aisle 
can use its work with confidence. 

EBRI also has important educational initia-
tives, in particular its ‘‘Chose to Save’’ pro-
gram, which has produced and distributed 

award-winning public service announcements 
designed to help Americans wake up to the 
need for saving. This campaign also provides 
valuable tools so workers can quickly and eas-
ily determine a ‘‘Ballpark Estimate’’ of how 
much they need to save, and gives them 
pointers on how to start saving and where to 
go for help. 

EBRI was created partly as a result of the 
enactment in 1974 of ERISA, the major Fed-
eral law governing health and retirement bene-
fits, because employers needed objective, reli-
able information about benefit trends. Much 
has changed since then, both in the benefits 
that American workers receive, and in the 
Federal laws that govern those benefits. 
EBRI’s work has helped lawmakers, plan 
sponsors, workers, and the news media un-
derstand current trends and how proposed 
legislative changes are likely to affect the ben-
efits system. 

EBRI has been guided by Dallas Salisbury, 
its president and chief executive officer. Mr. 
Salisbury has been an important analyst and 
contributor to national public policy decision 
making on employee benefits. His thoughtful 
and often prescient analyses have aided law-
makers throughout the years. 

EBRI’s research provides information that is 
critical to the decisions made by public policy-
makers. As EBRI celebrates its 30th anniver-
sary, I want to thank them for decades of 
quality work. We look forward to their contin-
ued research and analysis in the future. 
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Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to remember the life and 
courageous service of United States Navy 
Petty Officer Third Class Matthew J. O’Byrant. 

Petty Officer O’Byrant was killed in a ter-
rorist attack at the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, a cowardly act that claimed the lives 
of 53 people including two members of our 
country’s armed forces. Matthew was serving 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
from Islamabad. 

A native of Theodore, AL, Matthew O’Bryant 
excelled in the ROTC program at Theodore 
High School and was assigned to Navy Infor-
mation Operations Command at Fort Meade, 
MD, as a cryptologic technician. 

As a cryptologic technician, Petty Officer 
O’Bryant was in charge of maintaining the ad-
vanced communications and technological 
equipment so vital to America’s success in 
21st century warfare. 

Petty Officer O’Bryant’s brother, along with 
two of his cousins, had enlisted to serve in the 
Navy. Coming from a Navy family, Petty Offi-
cer O’Bryant was deployed to Pakistan for 
only 30 days before the blast that took his life. 
At his funeral, Matthew’s brother, Lawrence, 
remembered him by saying, ‘‘There were four 
of us in the Navy. Well, there’s three of us 
now. I guess there will always be four of us 
because he will always be in the Navy.’’ 
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