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Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

take a moment to reflect upon the many things 
that have helped to make this the greatest 
country on the face of the planet. And to that 
end, we must acknowledge that soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines like Petty Officer 
O’Bryant deserve the highest praise for their 
unselfish service and, in this particular case, 
for their willingness to make the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

Madam Speaker, I hope you and my col-
leagues will join me in paying tribute to Petty 
Officer Matthew O’Bryant. We should also re-
member his wife, Bridgett O’Bryant; his par-
ents, Barbara and Tommy O’Bryant; his two 
sisters, Janet O’Bryant and Nancy O’Bryant; 
his brother, Lawrence O’Bryant; and his other 
relatives and many friends. 

Our prayer is that God will give them all the 
strength and courage that only He can provide 
to sustain them during the difficult days ahead. 

May Matthew rest in peace. He was without 
question a true American hero. 
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AUTHORIZE FUNDING FOR THE 
NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM LAW 
INSTITUTE FOR VICTIMS UNDER 
CRIME VICTIMS LEGAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAMS AS PART OF 
THE VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT OF 
1984 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of S. 3641, ‘‘A 
bill to authorize funding for the National Crime 
Victim Law Institute to provide support for vic-
tims of crime under Crime Victims Legal As-
sistance Programs as a part of the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984,’’ introduced by Senator 
KYL. 

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM LAW INSTITUTE (NCVLI) 
Doug Beloof is professor of law at Lewis & 

Clark Law School. He founded the National 
Crime Victim Law Institute, NCVLI, in 1998, 
with the understanding that so many victims of 
crimes are in the dark about not only their 
cases, but their rights. 

The institute promotes balance and fairness 
in the justice system through crime-victim-cen-
tered legal advocacy, education, and resource 
sharing. 

NCVLI provides legal technical assistance to 
attorneys and advocates of victims and edu-
cates lawyers, judges, law students, victims’ 
advocates, the law enforcement community, 
and the public about victims’ rights. NCVLI 
also administers Federal grants to 8 clinics 
across the Nation that offer pro bono legal 
help for victims of sexual assault, homicide, 
domestic violence, fraud, and more. 

Over the past 4 years alone, NCVLI’s clinics 
have represented more than 735 victims, 
made nearly 1,000 court appearances, and 
filed over 500 documents on behalf of victims. 
Over the same time period, NCVLI’s head-
quarters office has responded to nearly 2,000 
requests for legal technical assistance and 
trained over 12,000 people in victims’ rights. 

Sadly, more than 17 States have no victims’ 
rights amendment to their constitutions. Even 

in Texas, one of the 33 States that have made 
rights for crime victims constitutional, victims 
and criminal justice professionals often do not 
know the rights exist, let alone whether those 
rights are routinely asserted and enforced in 
criminal courts. 

Rights that are enforceable afford victims 
critical information such as timely notification 
of upcoming hearings and proceedings involv-
ing their case, and also provide victims 
participatory status, including the right to be 
present in the courtroom to watch the pro-
ceedings, the right to confer with the pros-
ecutor, the right to protection from the ac-
cused and those acting on behalf of the ac-
cused, the right to be heard at sentencing fol-
lowing the conviction of their offender, and the 
right to restitution. 

JUVENILE VICTIMS 

Even more disturbing, is the growing num-
ber of victims who are children. Between 1980 
and 2002, an estimated 46,600 juveniles were 
murdered in the United States—1,600 in 2002. 
Homicides of juveniles peaked in 1993 at 
2,900. 

The number of juvenile homicide victims in 
2002 was 44 percent below the 1993 peak, 
reaching its lowest level since 1984. Juveniles 
represented about 10 percent of all murder 
victims in 2002. 

In 2002, 36 percent of murdered juveniles 
were female, 45 percent were Black, and 48 
percent were killed with a firearm. Of the juve-
nile murder victims with known offenders in 
2002, 38 percent were killed by family mem-
bers, 47 percent by acquaintances, and 15 
percent by strangers. 

In 2002, the National Center for Injury Pre-
vention and Control within the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, listed homicide as the fourth 
leading cause of death for children ages 1 
through 11 and third for youth ages 12 to 17. 
Between 1980 through 2002, juvenile offend-
ers participated in 1 of every 4 homicides of 
juveniles in which the offenders were known to 
law enforcement. 

According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Re-
ports tracking all murder victims, in 2006 
about 50 percent of murder victims were 
Black, 47 percent were White, and 3 percent 
were Asians, Pacific Islander, and Native 
Americans. 

CONCLUSION 

There is an Angolan Proverb that says: 
‘‘The one who throws the stone forgets; the 
one who is hit remembers forever.’’ The Na-
tional Crime Victim Law Institute ensures that 
the ones who are hit, the ones who are raped, 
the ones who are murdered—are never forgot-
ten. They and their loved ones are aided in 
this overly complicated criminal justice system 
where often the rights of the victim get lost. 

This legislation allows us to finally spend 
time on those who need our help the most— 
the victims. I urge, my colleagues to support 
S. 3641 and ensure that the victims are not 
forgotten. 

TRIBUTE TO EMILY NOTTINGHAM 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the work Emily Nottingham 
has done for the Tucson community. 

Emily is retiring from the city of Tucson 
Community Services Department after 34 
years of service to the community both on a 
local and national level. 

I have been honored to work with Emily on 
many significant projects over the years. 

Emily is one of this country’s strongest ad-
vocates on behalf of affordable housing. Her 
steadfast determination to ensure that low in-
come citizens have access to safe, decent 
and affordable housing has been a hallmark of 
her career. 

Emily has been responsible for the imple-
mentation of a broad spectrum of housing as-
sistance: from home ownership opportunities, 
to housing rehabilitation, rental housing assist-
ance, and the development of mixed-income 
housing throughout the city of Tucson. During 
her tenure, the Section 8 program grew from 
helping fewer than 1,000 households to assist-
ing nearly 5,000 households. 

I am impressed with Emily’s many accom-
plishments. Her tenacity, her dedication, and 
her vision have served Tucson well. The com-
munity will miss her energy and her common 
sense approach to the task at hand. 

I wish Emily the very best in her retirement. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE EGLIN- 
HURLBURT SITE OF THE MITRE 
CORPORATION UPON 50 YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the MITRE Corporation 
on the occasion of its 50th anniversary and 
upon completion of the modernization of their 
Eglin-Hurlburt Site. It is my pleasure and privi-
lege to honor MITRE for its dedicated service 
to the Northwest Florida community and to the 
United States of America. 

The MITRE Corporation was founded in 
1958 on the premise that the government 
needed a corporate partner to provide tech-
nical expertise in systems engineering and in-
tegration. MITRE was born out of the Lincoln 
Laboratory at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Its founding principle was to 
produce quality expertise for the government 
by drawing on the best in both the commercial 
and public sectors to solve the Nation’s most 
difficult technical problems. Its first project was 
to provide systems engineering for the Semi- 
Automatic Ground Environment (SAGE) pro-
gram, and MITRE chose Eglin Air Force Base 
as its first site. 

Over the years, the Eglin-Hurlburt Site has 
been a vital part of the development and test-
ing of countless critical sensor systems, data 
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link systems, and command and control sys-
tems. From its development of telemetry meth-
ods in the 1960’s to its recent work on the in-
tegration and development testing of Joint 
Tactical Information Distribution Systems 
(JTIDS), MITRE has spent the last 50 years 
providing essential services to the defense 
community of the United States. 

Today, the MITRE Eglin-Hurlburt Site con-
sists of 18 engineers, scientists, researchers, 
analysts, and support staff providing a wide 
range of development and engineering exper-
tise to the United States Air Force Special Op-
erations Command, Air Armament Center, and 
505th Command and Control Wing. MITRE 
has earned an international reputation for 
technical excellence and innovation. Their 
local employees devote themselves to serving 
the public interest as well as contributing incal-
culable hours of community service throughout 
the Florida Panhandle. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to honor one of 
America’s true corporate leaders, the MITRE 
Corporation and its Eglin-Hurlburt Site, for 
their 50 years of service to the defense com-
munity of Northwest Florida and across the 
United States. I wish everyone at MITRE the 
best for continued success. 

f 

HONORING DAVE WELDON 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
my good friend and colleague, Congressman 
DAVE WELDON, who is retiring from the House 
of Representatives after serving the people of 
the 15th district of Florida for 14 years. He has 
always served his constituents with dignity, 
class, and integrity. 

He has been a great example of a true cit-
izen legislator. He put aside successful ca-
reers in our Nation’s Armed Forces and in pri-
vate practice as a physician to devote many 
years of his life to public service. 

DAVE has been a leading national supporter 
of NASA and other space issues. He has 
been a strong leader in Florida advocating the 
need to invest in NASA and the many benefits 
it provides our Nation. From his service on the 
Science and Appropriations Committees, he 
has kept a close eye on the space program 
and ensured Florida’s Space Coast plays an 
integral role in national space policy. 

It has been an honor serving with him, and 
it is a privilege to call him a good friend. I wish 
DAVE and his wonderful wife Nancy much hap-
piness in the next chapter of their lives. 

HONORING DR. DAVE WELDON FOR 
HIS MANY YEARS OF OUT-
STANDING CONGRESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
one of my colleagues from the great State of 
Florida who is retiring this year. Dr. DAVE 
WELDON from Indialantic has served in this 
body for many years with honor and distinction 
and will be sorely missed by his friends and 
colleagues. 

Following his arrival in Congress in 1995, 
Dr. WELDON quickly made a name for himself 
as someone who cared deeply for his constitu-
ents. As someone who had built his career 
prior to Congress as a physician, Dr. WELDON 
was perfectly suited to a second career as a 
public servant. 

His legislative efforts in the House have 
brought tens of millions of federal funds back 
to Florida, restoring our infrastructure, building 
roads and bridges, preserving precious wet-
lands, and helping his friends and neighbors 
live a better life. 

Perhaps his signature achievement in Con-
gress has been his continued fight for the un-
born. Using his position as a senior member 
of the House Appropriations Committee, Dr. 
WELDON continually sought to protect those 
who do not have a voice. 

Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart 
that I help send my good friend Dr. WELDON 
off into the next stage of his career. After so 
many years of making sacrifices in his family 
life and professional career, now is the time 
when he can devote his time and energy to 
his wife Nancy and his two children. I wish 
him the best of luck and hope that he will con-
tinue to give back to his local community and 
the State of Florida. 

f 

HONORING BALDWIN HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS VARSITY X-COUNTRY 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania’s Bald-
win High School Boys Varsity Cross-Country 
team for their first place finish in the McDon-
ald’s Cross Country Festival at Maymont, Vir-
ginia. The team finished 25 seconds ahead of 
the second place team in the silver division. 
With their decisive victory the boys of Baldwin 
are now recognized among to top cross-coun-
try teams in Pennsylvania this year. 

The McDonald’s Cross Country Festival at 
Maymont draws over 3,000 of the best high 
school athletes from 15 different States. The 
Baldwin team put in long, hard hours of train-
ing to place among the elite teams in the 
State. I would like to recognize the dedication 
of T.J. Hobart, Matt Cecala, Dennis Logan, Mi-
chael Cain, Paul Degregorio, George 

Crompton and my grandson, David Wain-
wright. I congratulate their fine performance in 
Maymont. 

I recently spoke with Baldwin’s cross-coun-
try coach Wright and he highlighted the spe-
cial comradery and commitment of everyone 
on the team. The Baldwin team has attended 
the meet for the last 3 years; however, the 
dedicated young men I have mentioned are 
the first to emerge victorious. The coach 
spoke of his pride with the boys’ accomplish-
ment and I share his pride today. 

It is my honor to recognize the victory of the 
Balwin Boys Varsity Cross-Country team, es-
pecially my grandson David. I commend their 
hard work and commitment to teamwork as 
they head into ‘‘championship month’’ in Penn-
sylvania. I wish the boys the best of luck in 
the Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic Ath-
letic League State Championship in Hershey 
later this month. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
CORPORAL KODY WILSON 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize CPL Kody Wilson of 
Erie, Kansas. Corporal Wilson was serving in 
our armed forces in our efforts abroad and 
was injured. Upon his injuries he was taken to 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

While at Walter Reed, Corporal Wilson was 
an inspiration to others. One individual was 
truly moved by his story and wrote a poem to 
honor this soldier. I would like to share this 
poem with you: 

FROM OUT OF THE WEST 
(By Bert Caswell) 

From Out of The West . . . 

As over the years, as have come from so here 
. . . all of our best . . . 

Fine Women and Men, of honor so then . . . 
sons and daughters who our nation 
have blessed . . . 

As over the years . . . 
Have been shed many a tear, for all those 

lost and injured loved ones . . . so very 
dear . . . 

Who are but all our finest daughters and 
sons, who so bring us to tears . . . 

Who but live by a code . . . 
Who but carry that burden, who but teach us 

all so . . . as they carry that load . . . 
As now once again, such a very fine man . . . 

by the name of Kody, so shows us the 
way . . . 

What the word hero so means! 
Like Bob Dole of Kansas, they are both one 

and the same . . . 
Who from this great heartland the word hero 

can claim! 

Without his one leg . . . 
He lives by a code of honor and faith so 

strode . . . that would make any heart 
beg . . . 

For there in his darkest of pain, in what God 
has so left to him . . . so remains . . . 
the greatest I say . . . 

As we so watch him and learn . . . 
As Kody so teaches us all to discern . . . how 

a heart full of courage can burn . . . 
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