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link systems, and command and control sys-
tems. From its development of telemetry meth-
ods in the 1960’s to its recent work on the in-
tegration and development testing of Joint 
Tactical Information Distribution Systems 
(JTIDS), MITRE has spent the last 50 years 
providing essential services to the defense 
community of the United States. 

Today, the MITRE Eglin-Hurlburt Site con-
sists of 18 engineers, scientists, researchers, 
analysts, and support staff providing a wide 
range of development and engineering exper-
tise to the United States Air Force Special Op-
erations Command, Air Armament Center, and 
505th Command and Control Wing. MITRE 
has earned an international reputation for 
technical excellence and innovation. Their 
local employees devote themselves to serving 
the public interest as well as contributing incal-
culable hours of community service throughout 
the Florida Panhandle. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to honor one of 
America’s true corporate leaders, the MITRE 
Corporation and its Eglin-Hurlburt Site, for 
their 50 years of service to the defense com-
munity of Northwest Florida and across the 
United States. I wish everyone at MITRE the 
best for continued success. 
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OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
my good friend and colleague, Congressman 
DAVE WELDON, who is retiring from the House 
of Representatives after serving the people of 
the 15th district of Florida for 14 years. He has 
always served his constituents with dignity, 
class, and integrity. 

He has been a great example of a true cit-
izen legislator. He put aside successful ca-
reers in our Nation’s Armed Forces and in pri-
vate practice as a physician to devote many 
years of his life to public service. 

DAVE has been a leading national supporter 
of NASA and other space issues. He has 
been a strong leader in Florida advocating the 
need to invest in NASA and the many benefits 
it provides our Nation. From his service on the 
Science and Appropriations Committees, he 
has kept a close eye on the space program 
and ensured Florida’s Space Coast plays an 
integral role in national space policy. 

It has been an honor serving with him, and 
it is a privilege to call him a good friend. I wish 
DAVE and his wonderful wife Nancy much hap-
piness in the next chapter of their lives. 

HONORING DR. DAVE WELDON FOR 
HIS MANY YEARS OF OUT-
STANDING CONGRESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 3, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
one of my colleagues from the great State of 
Florida who is retiring this year. Dr. DAVE 
WELDON from Indialantic has served in this 
body for many years with honor and distinction 
and will be sorely missed by his friends and 
colleagues. 

Following his arrival in Congress in 1995, 
Dr. WELDON quickly made a name for himself 
as someone who cared deeply for his constitu-
ents. As someone who had built his career 
prior to Congress as a physician, Dr. WELDON 
was perfectly suited to a second career as a 
public servant. 

His legislative efforts in the House have 
brought tens of millions of federal funds back 
to Florida, restoring our infrastructure, building 
roads and bridges, preserving precious wet-
lands, and helping his friends and neighbors 
live a better life. 

Perhaps his signature achievement in Con-
gress has been his continued fight for the un-
born. Using his position as a senior member 
of the House Appropriations Committee, Dr. 
WELDON continually sought to protect those 
who do not have a voice. 

Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy heart 
that I help send my good friend Dr. WELDON 
off into the next stage of his career. After so 
many years of making sacrifices in his family 
life and professional career, now is the time 
when he can devote his time and energy to 
his wife Nancy and his two children. I wish 
him the best of luck and hope that he will con-
tinue to give back to his local community and 
the State of Florida. 
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HONORING BALDWIN HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS VARSITY X-COUNTRY 
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Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania’s Bald-
win High School Boys Varsity Cross-Country 
team for their first place finish in the McDon-
ald’s Cross Country Festival at Maymont, Vir-
ginia. The team finished 25 seconds ahead of 
the second place team in the silver division. 
With their decisive victory the boys of Baldwin 
are now recognized among to top cross-coun-
try teams in Pennsylvania this year. 

The McDonald’s Cross Country Festival at 
Maymont draws over 3,000 of the best high 
school athletes from 15 different States. The 
Baldwin team put in long, hard hours of train-
ing to place among the elite teams in the 
State. I would like to recognize the dedication 
of T.J. Hobart, Matt Cecala, Dennis Logan, Mi-
chael Cain, Paul Degregorio, George 

Crompton and my grandson, David Wain-
wright. I congratulate their fine performance in 
Maymont. 

I recently spoke with Baldwin’s cross-coun-
try coach Wright and he highlighted the spe-
cial comradery and commitment of everyone 
on the team. The Baldwin team has attended 
the meet for the last 3 years; however, the 
dedicated young men I have mentioned are 
the first to emerge victorious. The coach 
spoke of his pride with the boys’ accomplish-
ment and I share his pride today. 

It is my honor to recognize the victory of the 
Balwin Boys Varsity Cross-Country team, es-
pecially my grandson David. I commend their 
hard work and commitment to teamwork as 
they head into ‘‘championship month’’ in Penn-
sylvania. I wish the boys the best of luck in 
the Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic Ath-
letic League State Championship in Hershey 
later this month. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
CORPORAL KODY WILSON 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
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Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize CPL Kody Wilson of 
Erie, Kansas. Corporal Wilson was serving in 
our armed forces in our efforts abroad and 
was injured. Upon his injuries he was taken to 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

While at Walter Reed, Corporal Wilson was 
an inspiration to others. One individual was 
truly moved by his story and wrote a poem to 
honor this soldier. I would like to share this 
poem with you: 

FROM OUT OF THE WEST 
(By Bert Caswell) 

From Out of The West . . . 

As over the years, as have come from so here 
. . . all of our best . . . 

Fine Women and Men, of honor so then . . . 
sons and daughters who our nation 
have blessed . . . 

As over the years . . . 
Have been shed many a tear, for all those 

lost and injured loved ones . . . so very 
dear . . . 

Who are but all our finest daughters and 
sons, who so bring us to tears . . . 

Who but live by a code . . . 
Who but carry that burden, who but teach us 

all so . . . as they carry that load . . . 
As now once again, such a very fine man . . . 

by the name of Kody, so shows us the 
way . . . 

What the word hero so means! 
Like Bob Dole of Kansas, they are both one 

and the same . . . 
Who from this great heartland the word hero 

can claim! 

Without his one leg . . . 
He lives by a code of honor and faith so 

strode . . . that would make any heart 
beg . . . 

For there in his darkest of pain, in what God 
has so left to him . . . so remains . . . 
the greatest I say . . . 

As we so watch him and learn . . . 
As Kody so teaches us all to discern . . . how 

a heart full of courage can burn . . . 
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