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Smith (NJ) 

Smith (WA) 
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Woolsey 
Wynn 
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
concurrent resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 

No. 34, I was away from the Capitol attending 
a function in my capacity as Chairman of the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, on Thurs-

day, February 7, I missed rollcall votes 32, 33, 
and 34 due to a delay in my flight. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on 32 and 
33 and ‘‘yea’’ on 34. 

f 

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO 
VICTIMS OF SOUTHERN STORMS 
(Mr. GORDON of Tennessee asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, my grandfather used to tell 
me that the most important road in 
the county was the one in front of your 
house. And I think we all know that is 
true in many different ways, particu-
larly in times of tragedy. 

We have been in this well and we’ve 
talked about Katrina and we have 
talked about a bridge that fell in Min-
nesota, and we have all had tragedies 
in our areas in different ways, and I 
think we all feel sympathetic. 

But for those folks in Arkansas, Ala-
bama, Kentucky, Indiana, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee, once again we feel it 
very intensely. It is the road in front of 
our house today. There were 50 lives 
lost, 32 in Tennessee, 22 of those were 
in my district. Many folks were dis-
placed. We are not going to have elec-
tricity back in many areas for another 
few days. 

As I ask for a moment of silence, I 
also want us to feel the community of 
our entire House and our entire coun-
try. I think we felt that as we have 
helped in other places. Again, I just re-
mind Members that this happened in 
our area this time. It can happen in 
your area next time. 

But we are all together, and as we 
commemorate those dead and mis-
placed in our States, we also want to 
remember your States, too. 

I ask for a moment of silence. 
The SPEAKER. All Members will 

please rise and observe a moment of si-
lence in respect of those affected by the 
recent tragedy. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5- 

minute voting will continue. 

There was no objection. 

f 

EXTENDING PARITY IN APPLICA-
TION OF CERTAIN LIMITS TO 
MENTAL HEALTH BENEFITS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDEN). The unfinished business is the 
vote on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4848, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PALLONE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4848, as 
amended. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 384, nays 23, 
not voting 22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 35] 

YEAS—384 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 

Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Fallin 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Forbes 
Fossella 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 

Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kingston 

Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 

Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pearce 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Pomeroy 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sestak 
Shays 

Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tancredo 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—23 

Bachmann 
Broun (GA) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Doolittle 
Duncan 

Flake 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Garrett (NJ) 
Hensarling 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
Lamborn 

Mack 
Paul 
Pence 
Poe 
Rohrabacher 
Royce 
Sali 
Shadegg 

NOT VOTING—22 

Baldwin 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Boucher 
Cramer 
Emerson 
Everett 
Farr 

Fortenberry 
Lantos 
Lowey 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Porter 
Pryce (OH) 
Ruppersberger 

Sanchez, Loretta 
Smith (WA) 
Tanner 
Woolsey 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 
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Mr. ROHRABACHER and Mrs. 
BACHMANN changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, on 
Wednesday, February 6, 2008, I was unable 
to return to Washington in time to vote be-
cause of the large snowstorm that hit the Chi-
cago-land area yesterday and delayed my ar-
rival until mid-afternoon today. If I was here, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 29, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 30, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 
31, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 32, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 
33, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 34, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call No. 35. 

f 

COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY AND 
AFFORDABILITY ACT OF 2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 956 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4137. 

b 1225 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4137) to 
amend and extend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. PASTOR in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER). 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the 
House, I rise in strong support of H.R. 
4137, the College Opportunity and Af-
fordability Act, which was reported by 
the Committee on Education and Labor 
with unanimous bipartisan support. 
This legislation strengthens and reau-
thorizes our Nation’s higher education 
program. 

With our recent enactment of the 
College Cost Reduction and Access Act, 
this Congress has already taken a his-
toric step by providing the single larg-
est increase in Federal student aid 
since the GI bill. 

But we all know that there’s still 
work to do to ensure that the doors of 

college are truly open to call qualified 
students. H.R. 4137 helps us reach this 
goal. 

Today’s students and families face a 
number of challenges on the path to 
college, from skyrocketing college 
prices, to needlessly complicated stu-
dent aid application process, to preda-
tory tactics by student lenders. 

The College Opportunity and Afford-
ability Act will address these chal-
lenges by reshaping our higher edu-
cation system so that, once again, it 
operates in the best interest of stu-
dents and families. 

The bill will create a higher edu-
cation system that is more affordable 
and fair and easier to navigate for con-
sumers. 

For years, prices have been sky-
rocketing at colleges and universities 
around the country, and we can all 
agree that the increase in college aid 
was vital. But there’s no question we 
must also begin to address these rising 
tuition prices. 

This legislation would create a new 
user-friendly Web site for families with 
helpful information on college pricing 
and the factors driving tuition in-
creases. 

The Web site would also publish lists 
of the most expensive schools, the least 
expensive schools, and schools with the 
largest percentage increase in tuition 
prices. Colleges with the largest in-
creases in tuition prices would be re-
quired to report their reasons for these 
price hikes and to create a task force 
to examine how they can work to keep 
their prices lower. 

The bill would also ensure the States 
would hold up their end of the bar-
gaining by providing higher education, 
by establishing State maintenance-of- 
effort requirements. We cannot just 
keep putting in Federal taxpayer dol-
lars at the top and having States take 
money out of the bottom. 

The bill would restore trust and ac-
countability to the student loan pro-
gram. It would also provide students 
and families with better protections 
when it comes to the often murky 
world of college loans. 

The protections for students and par-
ent borrowers in our bill form a bill of 
rights for college consumers, including 
fair disclosure loan terms to borrowers 
of Federal and private loans. 

In addition, the bill would simplify 
the Federal student aid application 
process and provide families with extra 
time to plan for their college expenses. 

The bill would also: 
Make the Pell Grant scholarship 

available year round for the first time 
and would increase the authorization 
for that program; 

Strengthen the TRIO and GEAR UP 
college readiness and support programs 
that are helping so many students dis-
cover that they not only can attend 
college, they can succeed in college and 
graduate; 

Expand the funding for graduate pro-
grams at the Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities and Hispanic- 
serving Institutions and minority serv-
ing schools; 

Increase college aid and support pro-
grams for veterans and our men and 
women in uniform; 

To ensure equal opportunities and a 
fair learning environment for students 
with disabilities; 

And to make our college campuses 
safer. The bill does all of that, and it’s 
an important change in the higher edu-
cation responsibilities of the Federal 
Government and in the support for our 
higher education institutions and in 
our partnership with the States. 

b 1230 

It has been a long time for this bill to 
come to the floor. It has been 10 years 
since we reauthorized this Act. And in 
recognizing that long time, I want to 
certainly point out the contributions 
made by Congressman BUCK MCKEON, 
the senior Republican on this com-
mittee; RUBÉN HINOJOSA and RIC KEL-
LER of the subcommittee; and the 
Chairs and ranking members of the 
Higher Education Committee. 

But I just want to say that much of 
this bill reflects a lot of work that was 
done by Mr. KELLER, by Mr. MCKEON. 
Certainly the provisions dealing with 
college costs reflect an awful lot of 
work that was done by Mr. MCKEON 
when he was in the majority on the 
subcommittee and the full committee 
by Mr. TIERNEY, on our side of the com-
mittee, to bring this to fruition so fi-
nally we can start to not only make 
greater contributions in terms of as-
sistance to families, but also help insti-
tutions rein in these costs, discuss 
these costs with parents and students 
so that they can make smart choices. 

I would also like to thank my com-
mittee staff for helping us craft a 
strong bill, including Denise Forte, 
Stephanie Moore, Gaby Gomez, Julie 
Radocchia, Jeff Appel, Sharon Lewis, 
Julia Martin, and Rachel Racusen. 

I would also like to thank the many 
students across the country whose 
voices have been so helpful in helping 
us to understand the changes that 
needed to be made and also to voice 
support for this legislation and are a 
very important part of this process. 

I think the entire House can be proud 
of this legislation, and I think it will 
help us build a better future for our 
students and for our economy and for 
our country, both in terms of our eco-
nomic security and our national secu-
rity. And I think it will help fulfill the 
vision that all American families have 
for the members of their family to be 
able to participate in a higher edu-
cation, to graduate and to pursue their 
hopes and aspirations, in making full 
contributions. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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