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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Members have 2 minutes re-
maining in this vote. 

b 1944 

Mr. HUNTER changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the motion was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. STENY H. 
HOYER AND HON. CHRIS VAN 
HOLLEN TO ACT AS SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS THROUGH FEBRUARY 
12, 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 7, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STENY H. 
HOYER and the Honorable CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions through 
February 12, 2008. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, for the 
purpose of inquiring about next week’s 
schedule, I yield to my friend, the ma-
jority leader from Maryland, to give us 
that information. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the Republican 
whip. 

On Monday, the House will not be in 
session. On Tuesday, the House will 
meet at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour 
and 2 p.m. for legislative business with 
votes postponed until 6:30 p.m. On 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday the 
House will meet at 10 a.m. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules. A list of those 
bills will be announced by close of busi-
ness this week. 

We will consider H.R. 3521, the Public 
Housing Asset Management Improve-
ment Act of 2007. In addition, we will 
consider legislation regarding the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act, as 
we expect the Senate to act on the bill 
the House sent, hopefully, early next 
week. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman 
for that information. Regarding FISA, 
regarding the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act, I hope that we are mov-
ing toward a long-term resolution of 
that. I know the Senate, we believe, 
will pass a long-term bill possibly as 
early as tomorrow. 

On the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act, as we hopefully move toward 
a longer-term bill, we had a 6-month 
extension the first of August. We did a 
2-week extension last week. 

I think the Senate will send over a 
bill that has a longer term and includes 
things like liability protection for 
companies that cooperate with the gov-
ernment under the law. I also under-
stand that at least 21 Members of the 
majority have sent a letter saying they 
would like to see a long-term solution 
dealt with next week. I wonder if my 
friend has any sense of how that may 
go next week and, again, I am hoping 
that we encourage a longer-term solu-
tion before this short-term extension 
runs out. 

Mr. HOYER. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s confidence that the Senate is 
going to send us a bill, short-term, me-
dium-term or long-term duration. We 
have been waiting for that for some 
time, obviously. 

It is my understanding the Senate is 
going to address this bill on Tuesday. 
Now, if they send it to us on Tuesday, 
we will see what they have in the bill. 
There obviously will be little, if any, 
time for a conference. My expectation 
is there will be a difference between 
the House bill which passed here 21⁄2 
months ago and the Senate bill. 

As I said on the floor, when we passed 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act bill on November 15 or 16, I said at 
that time I was hopeful that we would 
pass it, that the Senate would pass it, 
and that we could have a conference in 
which the very important specifics of 
the bill might be discussed and dif-
ferences ironed out. That has not yet 
occurred, unfortunately. 

In addition, as I told my friend last 
week, we had still not gotten access to 
the documents that we had asked to 
see to indicate what, in fact, immunity 
was being asked for. Those documents, 
my friend and I had an opportunity to 
discuss that, I don’t know whether he 
had any role in that, but they will now 
be made available as of today. As a 
matter of fact, I intend to take the op-
portunity tomorrow, much of the 
morning, perhaps even into the after-
noon, to review those documents. Some 
few Members have had that oppor-
tunity already, but very few. So we 
have been very late and compressed in 
the schedule of dealing fully with what 
is the thorniest issue on the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act bill, and 
that is the granting of immunity. 

I will tell my friend that, as I said, 
when we extended it for 15 days, when 
we had an agreement to do that, to 

give the Senate time to act, I was 
hopeful they could act within that 
time. The problem we now find our-
selves in, if they act on Tuesday, and 
they send the bill to us on Wednesday 
or late Tuesday night, I don’t know 
how long their consideration is going 
to take. 

As you know, there is substantial 
controversy, as is evident by the dif-
ficulty they have had in passing it, so 
I don’t know exactly how quickly they 
will be able to pass that bill. But as I 
have said on numerous occasions, we 
believe, I believe, there are serious 
issues on which there are obviously 
honest differences of opinion. 

I agree with my friend, we would like 
to resolve this. We would like to have 
it resolved so that we don’t visit it 
monthly or every 3 months or every 6 
months. We believe, as I said before, 
that the current bill, the current FISA 
law, if it is reverted to, will provide for 
all of the intelligence surveillance that 
is needed by the administration. 

It would require, of course, getting 
FISA approval, the court’s approval, 
which was, of course, contemplated in 
1978 when it was adopted so that with 
or without an extension or new legisla-
tion, we believe the administration can 
pursue, as all of us want to, there is no-
body on this floor who doesn’t want to 
make sure that we facilitate the pro-
tection of the American public and 
America through the interception of 
communications which may be by ter-
rorists planning to attack us. 

But having said that, I am sure my 
friend appreciates, as I have said all 
along, this is a serious issue, a difficult 
issue for many. I think we are all 
agreeing on the enforcement and inter-
ception part. It is the immunity issue 
that gives many concerns, and they 
want to look at that carefully, and I 
think that’s fair to do. Whether or not 
we will be able to do that next week, 
frankly, I tell my friend, I am not sure. 

Mr. BLUNT. Well, I appreciate that; I 
hope we can. I do think that there is 
the likelihood that a very quick prob-
lem develops if you don’t have the on-
going ability that we currently have to 
try to intercept communications. 
There is some argument even about the 
short-term of that, and I think almost 
any expert will say that the long-term 
challenge there actually becomes a 
short-term problem pretty quickly. 

We saw how encumbered the FISA 
Court became when this law was not in 
existence and how difficult it was. I 
hope that the Senate can act quickly. 
We saw them act quickly today, cer-
tainly. 

In fact, today is a good example of 
what we can do working together. The 
House worked together. We sent a bill 
to the Senate, the House stood firm in 
defense of that bill, and at the end of 
the day the Senate sent a bill back 
pretty quickly with improved changes 
that the House could agree to. 
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