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BUSH BUDGET ZEROES SCAAP 

FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Arizona (Ms. GIFFORDS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
I would like to take a few minutes for 
folks here in Washington to focus on 
southern Arizona. There, along 114 
miles of border in my district, Federal, 
State, county, and local law enforce-
ment are on the front lines defending 
our border. 

Arizona faces unimaginable immigra-
tion and border security challenges. 
Last year, over 387,000 illegal immi-
grants were apprehended in Arizona, 
and an average of 1,000 illegal immi-
grants per day were arrested and de-
ported from Tucson. 

The Tucson sector, which includes 
my district, is the most porous section 
along the 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexico bor-
der. More than 48 percent of the Na-
tion’s drug traffic enters our country 
through southern Arizona. 

This Monday, the President released 
his fiscal year 2009 budget proposal, 
and once again his budget failed to in-
clude any funding for the State Crimi-
nal Alien Assistance Program, also 
known as SCAAP. 

The President refuses to recognize 
the importance of SCAAP funds. With-
out this funding, States and localities 
will be financially overwhelmed by 
costs that are the Federal Govern-
ment’s sole responsibility. 

Securing our Nation’s borders is this 
government’s priority, in my opinion. 
However, communities through south-
ern Arizona and the Nation face ex-
traordinary costs that are unfortu-
nately being carried by them for incar-
cerating undocumented immigrants. 

Because of limited Federal contribu-
tions, the bulk of these costs are being 
borne by some very small counties. 
Some of these counties are also some of 
the poorest in the Nation. They are 
currently already operating under very 
slim budgets and staffing. This is why 
it is so important and so appropriate 
that the Federal funding be included. 

SCAAP was created by the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994. It is designed to reimburse 
States and local municipalities for the 
arrest, incarceration, and transpor-
tation costs associated with illegal im-
migrants who commit crimes in our 
communities. 

Under Federal law, the Federal Gov-
ernment has two options. It can either 
take undocumented criminals into 
Federal custody or it can compensate 
State and local jurisdictions. 

We are facing an immigration crisis 
here in Arizona. We are underfunding 
SCAAP, and the President is con-
tinuing to overburden our State and 
local governments. He is hampering 
the State’s ability to protect our com-
munities and uphold our laws. 

SCAAP funding is particularly im-
portant to communities like Bisbee 
and Douglas and Sierra Vista, those 
communities along the 2,000 miles of 
our southern borders, those States and 
local governments that incur greater 
costs than other jurisdictions. 

Over the past several years, these 
communities have exceeded SCAAP re-
imbursement funding by hundreds of 
millions of dollars. In fact, most coun-
ties along the U.S.-Mexico border are 
currently being reimbursed less than 9 
percent of their cost. 

Just today, Mr. Speaker, in our West-
ern Hemisphere Subcommittee of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, I 
heard from a number of Federal agen-
cies about the President’s Merida Ini-
tiative. 

I believe it is unacceptable that the 
President would refuse to reimburse 
our local law enforcement agencies, 
while asking Congress to spend $1.44 
billion in assistance to Mexico and 
Central America. We need to invest our 
dollars in local law enforcement before 
we spend billions of dollars across the 
border. We have to prioritize the safety 
of our American communities first. We 
have to take the appropriate steps to 
ensure that SCAAP funding is in place, 
especially to border States like Ari-
zona, and that it remains a Federal pri-
ority. 

I urge my colleagues, on both sides of 
the aisle to reject the President’s cuts 
to SCAAP funding. Arizona, like many 
States, is currently facing a budget 
shortfall. Every dollar reduction in 
SCAAP reimbursement means a dollar 
less in Arizona or another State that 
they can spend on essential public safe-
ty services. So please join me in sup-
porting our State and local law en-
forcement agencies by adequately 
funding the SCAAP program in the 
House fiscal year 2009 budget. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, it is February 7, 2008, in the land of 
the free and the home of the brave; and 
before the sun set today in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless, unborn 
children were killed by abortion on de-
mand, and that’s just today. That is 
more than the number of innocent 
American lives that we lost on Sep-
tember 11, only it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,799 days 
since the tragic judicial fiat called Roe 
v. Wade was handed down. Since then 
the very foundation of this Nation has 
been stained by the blood of almost 50 
million of our own children. And all of 
them, Mr. Speaker, had at least four 
things in common. 

First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to 
anyone. Each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death. And each of their 
mothers, whether she realizes it or not, 
will never be quite the same. And all 
the gifts these children might have 
brought to this humanity are now lost 
forever. 

Yet, even in the full glare of such 
tragedy, Mr. Speaker, this generation 
clings to blindness and invincible igno-
rance while history repeats itself, and 
our own silent genocide mercilessly an-
nihilates the most helpless of all vic-
tims to date, those yet unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it’s important 
for us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all 
here. Thomas Jefferson said: ‘‘The care 
of human life and its happiness and not 
its destruction is the only object of 
good government.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all still 
here. It is our sworn oath. The phrase 
in the 14th amendment capsulizes our 
entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property without due process of 
law.’’ 

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is the declaration, not the cas-
ual notion, but the declaration of the 
self-evident truth that all human 
beings are created equal and endowed 
by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. Every conflict or battle 
our Nation has ever faced can be traced 
to our commitment to this core, self- 
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
con of hope for the entire world. It is 
who we are. 

And yet, Mr. Speaker, another day 
has passed, and we, in this body, have 
failed again to honor that commit-
ment. We’ve failed our sworn oath and 
our God-given responsibility as we 
broke faith with nearly 4,000 more in-
nocent American babies who died with-
out the protection that we should have 
given them. 

But perhaps tonight, Mr. Speaker, 
maybe someone new who’s heard this 
sunset memorial will finally realize 
that abortion really does kill a baby, 
that it hurts mothers in ways that we 
can never express, and that 12,799 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn 
children in America is enough, and 
that this Nation is great enough to find 
a better way than abortion on demand. 

So, tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we 
each remind ourselves that our own 
days in this sunshine of life are num-
bered, and that all too soon, each of us 
will walk from these Chambers for the 
very last time. And if it should be that 
this Congress is allowed to convene on 
yet another day to come, may that be 
the day when we finally hear the cries 
of the unborn children in this country. 
May that be the day when we find the 
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