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BA and a master’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Washington-Seattle and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Cali-
fornia. Soon after he arrived here, he 
married his childhood sweetheart, An-
nette Lantos. 

For the next three decades, he and 
Annette lived in the San Francisco 
area. TOM worked as a professor in eco-
nomics, an international affairs ana-
lyst, and an economist in many dif-
ferent areas, testifying in cases, con-
sulting generally. In less than three 
decades after becoming a U.S. citizen, 
TOM LANTOS became a Congressman. 
He brought to Washington remarkable 
depth of knowledge and intellect and 
stood out as a powerhouse from the day 
he arrived in Washington. 

As I indicated, I had the honor of 
serving with him in Congress, but I 
also served with him on the House For-
eign Affairs Committee as it was then 
called, and, as everyone else, I found 
him blessed with the mind of a scholar 
and grace of a gentleman. TOM LANTOS 
could deliver a speech. He still had the 
Hungarian accent, but he could bring 
an audience to its feet. He was a great 
speaker. 

I can recall no one in Congress who 
did not admire this fine man. He and 
Annette were always there to talk 
about their lives together as kids, teen-
agers. They had been together 60, 70 
years. Raoul Wallenberg was the Swed-
ish diplomat. Because of TOM LANTOS, 
there is a street named after him in 
Washington, DC, right by the Holo-
caust Memorial. 

I can recall no one, Democrat or Re-
publican, who didn’t relish the oppor-
tunity to work with him. Once TOM 
LANTOS said: 

I like to work hard to make this a better 
country, to provide a just government for 
our people and make sure we have learned 
from the past. 

TOM LANTOS did just that—leaving an 
indelible mark on issue after issue 
from health care, Social Security, to 
the environment, the budget, foreign 
affairs, of course, but also was his love 
of animals. He had a caucus in the Con-
gress he worked on dealing only with 
animals. He loved animals and wanted 
to make sure they were treated appro-
priately. 

He cochaired the congressional 
human rights caucus where he fiercely 
advocated the spread of liberty 
throughout the world. His convictions 
were so deeply rooted that he and four 
other Members of Congress were ar-
rested in 2006 for protesting the geno-
cide in Darfur at the Sudanese Em-
bassy. 

After years in the minority, Con-
gressman LANTOS finally achieved his 
dream of chairing the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, but it lasted only 
one year. He was diagnosed being sick 
right before Christmas, the first knowl-
edge he had esophageal cancer, and he 
passed away within the last 24 hours. 

We were all deeply saddened to hear 
he was sick. I was stunned when I 
learned he was so sick he would retire 
to fight cancer. The fight did not last 
long. 

I talked today with HOWARD BERMAN, 
who will replace him as chair of that 
committee. He told me he visited TOM 
in Washington at his house. He said he 
handled his oncoming death the way he 
handled so many things: with great 
dignity and understanding. 

TOM leaves behind a great family. He 
has two daughters, Annette, the same 
name as his wife, and Katrina. These 
are two beautiful women, as beautiful 
on the inside as they are on the out-
side. These 2 daughters gave TOM and 
Annette 17 grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. He doted on those 
grandchildren. A number of us here had 
him contact us for things dealing with 
his grandchildren, making sure they 
got in the school they were supposed 
to, jobs he wanted them to get. He 
cared about every one of those 17 
grandchildren. 

Landra and I have 16 grandchildren, 
but we have 5 children. He had 2 daugh-
ters with 17 grandchildren. 

The Lantos family is truly in our 
hearts today. TOM said once: 

It is only in the United States that a 
penniless survivor of the Holocaust and a 
fighter in the anti-Nazi underground could 
have received an education, raised a family, 
and had the privilege of serving the last 
three decades of his life as a Member of Con-
gress. I will never be able to express fully my 
profoundly felt gratitude to this country. 

That is what TOM LANTOS said and he 
meant every word of it. He benefited 
from the limitless opportunity Amer-
ica affords, but America benefited far 
more from the service of Congressman 
TOM LANTOS. 

So today we pause to express our pro-
found affection and appreciation and 
gratitude for this wonderful man. Con-
gressman TOM LANTOS was a great 
American. His spirit will be sorely 
missed and his legacy never forgotten. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have a 
very busy week ahead. We are going to 
finish, as I have indicated, the debate 
on FISA tonight. We will have a series 
of votes. We have about seven or eight 
votes we have to complete tomorrow. 
We have postcloture debate tomorrow. 
We need to finish this bill tomorrow, 
and we will finish it tomorrow. We will 
complete it. 

We are going to take a run at the In-
dian health bill. I spoke with Senator 
DORGAN this morning. He said he has 
had a good working relationship with 
JON KYL and they are very close to 
being able to finish this bill. 

We are going to bring up the con-
ference report on intelligence author-
ization this week. The legislation con-
tains an important provision that 

would ensure one standard of interro-
gation across the U.S. Government re-
quiring the CIA to abide by the Army 
Field Manual dealing with interroga-
tion techniques. 

That matter has, it appears, a 60-vote 
point of order against it. We under-
stand that. I hope we don’t have to file 
cloture on it. I recognize we have that 
one vote, and I am happy to arrange a 
convenient time for everyone to vote. 
We could move that very quickly, but 
it is important we do this work. 

We have other things we are looking 
forward to. I am going to meet with 
the Republican leader as soon as we 
finish here to talk about other things 
we can do so we can be keyed up to 
work when we come back. We have 3 
weeks when we come back after the 
Presidents Day recess. The last week of 
that work period we will be dealing 
with the budget. After that, we are out 
for the recess for Easter. Then we come 
back and have an 8-week work period. 
So we have a lot to do. We think we 
can do all that, plus more. 

It is going to be a short but very 
issue-packed time this year. We have 
the Presidential elections that are 
winding down, at least the nomination 
process, and then we have all the sen-
atorial elections around the country 
that also take a little extra time. 
Hopefully, we can join together and get 
some things done. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last 
week was a good example of what we 
can accomplish when we work with in-
stead of against each other. We were 
able to pass an economic growth pack-
age on an overwhelmingly bipartisan 
basis, which the President will sign 
this week. We have another chance in 
the current week to put up a bipartisan 
win by passing legislation on the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act. 
That bill, reported out of the Intel-
ligence Committee, has broad bipar-
tisan support. It came out of that com-
mittee 13 to 2. I am confident with the 
help of our friends on the other side of 
the aisle we can work through pending 
amendments, send this over to the 
House, and then on to the President for 
his signature this week before the Pro-
tect America Act expires on Saturday. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM LANTOS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
another subject, I, too, want to talk 
about the passing of our good friend, 
TOM LANTOS. It would have been easy 
to excuse TOM LANTOS for turning 
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