
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 2 1947 February 12, 2008 
I recognize the dedication and sacrifice 

made by the men and woman who have lost 
their lives while serving as United States Bor-
der Patrol agents. I honor Luis Aguilar for his 
service as a Border Patrol agent and for his 
sacrifice to the United States and extend my 
deepest condolences to the family of Luis 
Aguilar. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, although we sometimes disagree in 
the debate over broader immigration policy, 
we all agree on one thing—that we should 
recognize and honor the brave Border Patrol 
agents who risk their lives every day on our 
border. 

Day in and day out, in often harsh condi-
tions over unforgiving terrain, they seek to pro-
tect our borders, save from death those eco-
nomic migrants lost in the desert, and protect 
our country. They often do battle with drug 
smugglers and human traffickers who have no 
respect for authority—or even life. Yet rarely 
are these agents recognized for their courage 
or their sacrifice. 

Unfortunately, sometimes it takes a tragedy 
for us to publicly recognize the selfless con-
tributions that these Americans make for their 
country on a daily basis. 

In this case, that tragedy is the death of 
Luis Aguilar, a Senior Border Patrol agent who 
lost his life in the line of duty while trying to 
apprehend suspected drug smugglers near 
Yuma, Arizona on January 19, 2008. 

Agent Aguilar leaves behind his loving wife, 
Erica; his two children, Luis and Arianna; his 
brother, Marco Antonio, also a Senior Border 
Patrol agent; his sister, Angie; and his par-
ents, Luis Aguilar and Cecilia Silva. They have 
all paid a heavy price for the service Luis 
Aguilar gave to protect this great Nation. 

Today we honor Agent Aguilar and all of the 
other Border Patrol agents who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice for their country. We ex-
tend our deepest condolences to his family, as 
well as the families of all those who have fall-
en. 

This Nation owes a debt of gratitude to 
them and all of the other Border Patrol agents 
who devotedly and selflessly work to keep us 
safe. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H. 
Res. 954, a resolution honoring Senior Border 
Patrol Agent Luis A. Aguilar, who recently lost 
his life in the line of duty. 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated, brave 
group of men and women working to secure 
America’s borders. Their efforts and expertise 
are critical to the success of any border secu-
rity strategy, and to protecting our nation from 
dangerous individuals and goods. As the chair 
of the House Subcommittee on Border, Mari-
time and Global Counterterrorism, I am famil-
iar with the terrain, conditions, and challenges 
of the southwest border and I deeply respect 
and value the work of our Border Patrol 
agents. 

I am saddened to rise today to recognize 
the loss of one of our dedicated Border Patrol 
agents. On the morning of Saturday, January 
19, 2008, Senior Border Patrol Agent Luis A. 
Aguilar lost his life in the line of duty as he at-
tempted to stop a suspected drug smuggler 
fleeing through California’s Imperial Sand 
Dunes Recreation Area outside Yuma, Ari-

zona. We have heard that Agent Aguilar, an El 
Paso native and nearly 6-year veteran of the 
Border Patrol, was not supposed to be work-
ing that day. However, he reported to work 
when he realized he was needed. 

Aguilar’s father, a bailiff in El Paso for 
Judge Mary Ann Bramblett, said senior Agent 
Aguilar felt a strong commitment to his job and 
to preventing the flow of illegal drugs across 
our borders from reaching our communities 
and families. Judge Bramblett, who knew sen-
ior Agent Aguilar since he was a boy, said, 
‘‘One of the ways he felt he could really give 
back to the country was to serve in the Border 
Patrol. Serving his country and serving his 
family were the two most important things Luis 
had in his life.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Senior Border Patrol Agent 
Luis A. Aguilar gave his life serving our nation. 
I urge my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing Agent Aguilar’s extraordinary sac-
rifice, and in offering our sincere sympathy to 
his family, friends, and loved ones. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 954, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1430 

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2251) to extend the Acadia Na-
tional Park Advisory Commission, to 
provide improved visitor services at 
the park, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2251 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Acadia Na-
tional Park Improvement Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF LAND CONVEYANCE AU-

THORITY. 
Section 102(d) of Public Law 99–420 (16 

U.S.C. 341 note) is amended by striking para-
graph (2) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) Federally owned property under juris-
diction of the Secretary referred to in para-
graph (1) of this subsection shall be conveyed 
to the towns in which the property is located 

without encumbrance and without monetary 
consideration, except that no town shall be 
eligible to receive such lands unless lands 
within the Park boundary and owned by the 
town have been acquired by the Secretary.’’. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF ACADIA NATIONAL PARK 

ADVISORY COMMISSION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 103(f) of Public 

Law 99–420 (16 U.S.C. 341 note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘20’’ and inserting ‘‘40’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
September 25, 2006. 
SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 106 of Public Law 99–420 (16 U.S.C. 
341 note) is amended by adding the following: 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—In addition to 
such sums as have been heretofore appro-
priated, there is hereby authorized 
$10,000,000.’’. 
SEC. 5. INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION CENTER. 

Title I of Public Law 99–420 (16 U.S.C. 341 
note) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 108. INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION CEN-

TER. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-

vide assistance in the planning, construc-
tion, and operation of an intermodal trans-
portation center located outside of the 
boundary of the Park in the town of Trenton, 
Maine to improve the management, interpre-
tation, and visitor enjoyment of the Park. 

‘‘(b) AGREEMENTS.—To carry out sub-
section (a), in administering the intermodal 
transportation center, the Secretary may 
enter into interagency agreements with 
other Federal agencies, and, notwithstanding 
chapter 63 of title 31, United States Code, co-
operative agreements, under appropriate 
terms and conditions, with State and local 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations— 

‘‘(1) to provide exhibits, interpretive serv-
ices (including employing individuals to pro-
vide such services), and technical assistance; 

‘‘(2) to conduct activities that facilitate 
the dissemination of information relating to 
the Park and the Island Explorer transit sys-
tem or any successor transit system; 

‘‘(3) to provide financial assistance for the 
construction of the intermodal transpor-
tation center in exchange for space in the 
center that is sufficient to interpret the 
Park; and 

‘‘(4) to assist with the operation and main-
tenance of the intermodal transportation 
center. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to 

be appropriated to the Secretary not more 
than 40 percent of the total cost necessary to 
carry out this section (including planning, 
design and construction of the intermodal 
transportation center). 

‘‘(2) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—There 
are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary not more than 85 percent of the total 
cost necessary to maintain and operate the 
intermodal transportation center.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 

2251 was introduced by my good friend 
from Maine, Representative MIKE 
MICHAUD. The legislation addresses sev-
eral housekeeping matters at the Aca-
dia National Park. Acadia, located on 
Mount Desert Island on the coast of 
Maine, is one of our most popular and 
most visited national parks. 

This bill would authorize the park to 
participate in the construction of a 
new transit center. Currently, visitors 
can only catch the park bus at their 
hotels, meaning that day visitors have 
no access to the system. The bill would 
allow the park to participate in the es-
tablishment and operation of a planned 
intermodal center to be located just off 
the island. This center would provide 
visitor services, parking, and bus ac-
cess to day visitors. A variety of Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies are in-
volved in establishing the center. 

H.R. 2251 would also extend the au-
thorization of the Acadia National 
Park Advisory Commission for another 
20 years, continuing this important 
forum for the park and local commu-
nities to jointly consider issues of im-
portance. 

Finally, H.R. 2251 would authorize an 
additional $10 million for the park’s 
land acquisition budget to enable the 
park to keep pace with rising property 
values and providing for prompt pay-
ment to willing sellers who regularly 
offer their lands to the park. 

At the hearing in the last Congress, 
the National Park Service testified in 
support of similar legislation, and that 
measure also passed in the Senate. The 
measure before us today has been up-
dated to address several concerns by 
the National Park Service, and to cap 
NPS contributions to the intermodal 
transportation center. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will signifi-
cantly improve the experience of visi-
tors to one of our great national parks. 
Representative MICHAUD and Rep-
resentative ALLEN are to be com-
mended for their hard work on this leg-
islation. 

I urge the House to support H.R. 2251. 
Mr. Speaker, at this time, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

The gentleman from Arizona has ade-
quately explained H.R. 2251, and we’re 
prepared to accept this legislation with 
a brief clarification from the chairman 
of the subcommittee on the intent of 
this bill. 

The question we have is, is the pro-
posed intermodal transportation center 
intended to limit the access to the 
park by automobile, or is this part of a 
larger plan to abolish the public’s abil-
ity to travel through the park by pri-
vate automobile? 

Mr. Speaker, I would yield to the 
gentleman from Arizona if he is pre-
pared to address that issue right now. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Let me thank the 
gentleman from Utah for allowing me 
to try to clarify this point. 

The Island Explorer transit system 
at Acadia is entirely voluntary and, I 
might add, very, very popular. I can 
categorically assure the gentleman 
that there are no plans to ban autos 
from Acadia. Visitors who want to 
drive the park’s loop roads are welcome 
to do so, but many have found that 
riding the bus is much more conven-
ient. So there is a categorical assur-
ance that the intention of this legisla-
tion is not now or will be to ban auto-
mobiles from Acadia. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Thank you. Re-
claiming my time, I appreciate that 
statement. And with that assurance, 
we can accept this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield as much time as he may 
consume to Representative MICHAUD, 
the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. MICHAUD. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Acadia National Park Improve-
ment Act. 

I would like to thank Chairman RA-
HALL and Ranking Member YOUNG, as 
well as subcommittee Chairman 
GRIJALVA and Ranking Member BISHOP, 
for their work on this measure. 

This is a very important bill for the 
State of Maine as well as the future of 
Acadia National Park. Acadia National 
Park is a spectacular and unique land-
scape of mountains, hills, ponds, 
marshes and shorelines. 

Earlier visitors to Mount Desert Is-
land and its surroundings helped to es-
tablish Acadia as the first national 
park east of the Mississippi. The park 
is a major engine of the regional econ-
omy, bringing in almost $130 million in 
visitor spending to the region, and sup-
porting over 2,600 jobs. 

The Acadia National Park Improve-
ment Act will help the park continue 
to attract visitors to the area and 
maintain and preserve their important 
natural resources. It allows the park to 
continue to complete the vision laid 
out in the 1986 law setting the park’s 
boundaries and to enhance the emis-
sion-reducing Island Explorer bus sys-
tem. 

Most importantly, this legislation 
will reauthorize the Acadia National 
Park Advisory Commission. The com-
mission brings representatives of sur-
rounding towns, the State of Maine, 
and the Department of the Interior to-
gether to make sure all community 
members are involved in park plan-
ning. 

I want to thank everyone involved 
for their hard work on this, and I en-
courage my colleagues to vote in favor 

of this important bill for the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2251, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KALAUPAPA MEMORIAL ACT OF 
2008 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3332) to provide for the establish-
ment of a memorial within Kalaupapa 
National Historical Park located on 
the island of Molokai, in the State of 
Hawaii, to honor and perpetuate the 
memory of those individuals who were 
forcibly relocated to the Kalaupapa Pe-
ninsula from 1866 to 1969, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3332 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kalaupapa 
Memorial Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEMORIAL WITHIN 

KALAUPAPA NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
PARK. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Interior 
shall authorize Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, a 
non-profit organization consisting of patient 
residents at Kalaupapa National Historical 
Park, and their family members and friends, 
to establish a memorial at a suitable loca-
tion or locations approved by the Secretary 
at Kalawao or Kalaupapa within the bound-
aries of Kalaupapa National Historical Park 
located on the island of Molokai, in the 
State of Hawaii, to honor and perpetuate the 
memory of those individuals who were forc-
ibly relocated to Kalaupapa Peninsula from 
1866 to 1969. 

(b) DESIGN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The memorial authorized 

by subsection (a) shall— 
(A) display in an appropriate manner the 

names of the first 5,000 individuals sent to 
the Kalaupapa Peninsula between 1866 and 
1896, most of whom lived at Kalawao; and 

(B) display in an appropriate manner the 
names of the approximately 3,000 individuals 
who arrived at Kalaupapa in the second part 
of its history, when most of the community 
was concentrated on the Kalaupapa side of 
the peninsula. 

(2) APPROVAL.—The location, size, design, 
and inscriptions of the memorial authorized 
by subsection (a) shall be subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) FUNDING.—Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, a 
nonprofit organization, shall be solely re-
sponsible for acceptance of contributions for 
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