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As Kirkwood and surrounding com-

munities lay to rest officers and public 
servants, one cannot help but be moved 
by the deep sense of faith expressed by 
the family and friends they have left 
behind. What has also become so clear 
is the deep commitment that these in-
dividuals had for their community. 

With that service in mind, I would 
like to refer to Matthew 20:28, which 
states: ‘‘Among you, whoever wants to 
be great must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be the 
willing servant of all, like the Son of 
Man; He did not come to be served but 
to serve and to give up his life as a ran-
som for many.’’ 

f 

OH WHERE, OH WHERE CAN THE 
PHANTOM AIR BASE BE? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Oh where, oh where has the 
American air base gone? Oh where or 
where can it be? With its 6,000 phantom 
troops and 32 million missing dollars, 
oh where, oh where can it be? 

Madam Speaker, let me explain. Cor-
ruption has struck again, and just like 
times in the past, it’s at the taxpayers’ 
expense. 

Government investigators recently 
uncovered the newest scam in con-
tracting. This time it’s a phantom air 
base in Iraq, purchased by the U.S. tax-
payers at the tune of $32 million. 

Madam Speaker, here it is, or here 
it’s supposed to be. This is a photo-
graph of the location in Iraq where the 
air base is, or where it was supposed to 
be built. But you can see that there is 
nothing to see because it was never 
built. 

Last month the Inspector General at 
the Defense Department released a re-
port about money spent to help train 
and equip Iraqi military and police 
forces. The contracting project in ques-
tion was awarded to Ellis Environ-
mental Group, a U.S. company based 
out of Florida, in 2006. The U.S. Air 
Force paid the company $32 million for 
this project, this air base in Iraq. The 
construction contract would have in-
volved the creation of barracks and of-
fices for 6,000 Iraqi troops in Ramadi, 
the capital of the Anbar province. 

But the project had to be abandoned 
before anything was ever built when 
the Iraqi Defense Ministry failed to ob-
tain this desert land for the base. 

So what happened to the $32 million 
the Air Force doled out to Ellis Envi-
ronmental? The alarming answer is no 
one knows. And the company won’t 
say. 

An Air Force spokesman says the 
contractor set up a camp for construc-
tion workers and began design work for 
the headquarters before the project was 
halted. But nothing was ever built. All 
we know now is that none of the $32 

million the U.S. paid out to these con-
tractors was returned to U.S. tax-
payers. The Air Force is set to begin an 
audit of the project, but no one knows 
how long that’s going to take. 

The Inspector General report docu-
ments more abuses. And USA Today 
Matt Keller, reporter, said the findings 
show ‘‘the military didn’t keep ade-
quate records of equipment for the 
Iraqis ranging from generators and ga-
rage trucks to thousands of guns and 
grenade launchers. Separately, the 
United States has launched a criminal 
investigation into allegations that 
weapons it bought for the Iraqi soldiers 
ended up in the hands of insurgent and 
terrorist groups.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this ought not to 
be. 

In the meantime, Ellis Environ-
mental Group has changed its name. 

If a crime has been committed, these 
outlaws responsible need to be held ac-
countable. Madam Speaker, war profit-
eers that make money off of war by 
building ‘‘phantom’’ military bases 
like this one should be prosecuted. This 
type of conduct fits the definition of 
war crimes. Maybe we should build a 
real prison for war criminals out in 
this desert in the sands of Iraq to house 
thieves that steal American money. 

So, Madam Speaker, oh where, oh 
where has the American base gone? Oh 
where, oh where can it be? With its 
6,000 phantom troops and 32 million 
missing dollars, it’s where, oh where no 
one can see. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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FISA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee 
of the minority leader. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Well, here we go again, Mr. 
Speaker. As Yogi Berra once put it, 
‘‘This is like deja vu all over again.’’ 

When the Director of National Intel-
ligence, Admiral McConnell, came to 
the Congress for help, he was only 
given a 180-day authority to conduct 
surveillance which he described at the 
time as necessary to close our ‘‘critical 
intelligence gaps.’’ Of course, that au-
thority expired on February 1, and the 
2-week extension of the Protect Amer-
ica Act expires this Friday. Now, while 
the Democratic majority’s so-called 
RESTORE Act passed by this body rec-
ognized the need to defend our Nation 
beyond 180 days, it would also have re-
pealed core provisions requested by Ad-
miral McConnell, and it also contained 
a sunset date approximately 2 years 
from now. While the other body has 
just passed this evening a 6-year exten-
sion of the new FISA bill, it remains to 
be seen how this will be reconciled with 
the RESTORE Act passed by this body. 

It is certainly my hope that this 
body will affirm the bipartisan agree-
ment reached by the Senate this 
evening. It is in concert with the out-
line of a bill supported by 21 Members 
of the majority side in a letter they 
sent to the Speaker just several weeks 
ago. In my estimation, there is no issue 
of greater importance to our Nation at 
the present time. The surveillance of 
foreign terrorists is critical to our abil-
ity to protect our homeland and to as-
sure the safety of the American people. 
The other body has risen to this chal-
lenge by passing legislation that may 
not be perfect but which does respond 
to the basic concerns laid out by Admi-
ral McConnell. 

Yet, according to press accounts I’ve 
seen, some have suggested that the ex-
piration of the Protect America Act 
wouldn’t be that consequential because 
they say it would not interfere with 
surveillance which has already begun. 
Well, let me suggest that even if that 
were the case, it completely ignores 
the impact on new terrorist commu-
nications which may arise. For in-
stance, if we get word on Saturday, 
February 16, that an al Qaeda member 
in Kandahar is on the line with some-
one in Munich on a call that travels 
through a New York switch, this is a 
conversation which should be of inter-
est to us. The point is, if the Protect 
America Act is allowed to expire, the 
bill in the Senate is not passed, this 
terrorist communication may not be 
intercepted. 

I would add that we have had plenty 
of time to view this issue. We have had 
plenty of discussion on the relevant 
committees, and now the bipartisan 
bill that passed the other body is avail-
able for us to act upon. 

What must the rest of the world, 
much less the terrorists who seek to 
kill us, think of the national security 
policy that we have displayed of fits 
and starts? This hardly resembles the 
actions of a super power determined to 
protect its citizens from such an omi-
nous outcome. The only hope that we 
can have is that such indecision per-
haps will be construed as a plan to con-
fuse the terrorists, double jujitsu, if 
you will. 

On the other hand, those of us who 
view the rest of the world through the 
jihadist prism may be picking up a 
very different message concerning the 
level of our determination. 

This on again, off again policy of ter-
rorist surveillance has to end. We must 
give Admiral McConnell and those in 
the intelligence community under his 
charge the tools necessary to protect 
the American people, and we must do 
so on a permanent basis. 

Does anyone realistically believe the 
imposition of arbitrary sunsets every 
few weeks or every few months some-
how places us in the position to return 
to a pre-9/11 world? Such wish fulfill-
ment is no basis for the formulation of 
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