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Brett reaches over half a million readers a 
week as a thrice-weekly metro columnist for 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer, which she joined 
in 2000 after 7 years as a reporter and col-
umnist for the Akron Beacon Journal. Brett 
also hosts a weekly radio program on Cleve-
land’s National Public Radio Station, WCPN, 
90.3 FM. With the capacity to reach out to so 
many people through her column and radio 
show, she has been able to highlight issues 
and generate debate concerning topics that 
are of great importance to the Greater Cleve-
land community. 

Regina Brett earned her B.A. from Kent 
State University and her M.A. from John Car-
roll University. She later went on to serve as 
president of the National Society of News-
paper Columnists. Among many of her honors 
and awards, in 1999, she was the recipient of 
the yearly awarded Batten Medal; established 
in memory of the late CEO and chairman of 
the Knight Ridder newspaper chain, which rec-
ognizes one journalist nationwide whose writ-
ing displays ‘‘compassion, fairness, courage, 
and a deep concern for the underdog.’’ 

Through her body of work, she has contin-
ued, fearlessly and relentlessly, to illuminate 
the challenges, victories, people and commu-
nities that make up and affect the Greater 
Cleveland area. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing Regina Brett’s outstanding 
contributions to journalism and to the Greater 
Cleveland Community. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, on January 
22, 2008, I failed to vote on rollcall Nos. 19 
and 20 because my flight was unexpectedly 
delayed. Had I voted, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 19 and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
No. 20. 

Madam Speaker, on December 13, 2007, I 
inadvertently failed to vote on rollcall No. 
1156. Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on December 5, 2007, I 
inadvertently failed to vote on rollcall No. 
1130. Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on November 14, 2007, I 
inadvertently failed to vote on rollcall No. 
1103. Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on October 31, 2007, I in-
advertently failed to vote on rollcall No. 1023. 
Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on October 22, 2007, I in-
advertently failed to vote on rollcall Nos. 983– 
985. Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall No. 983; ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 984; and 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 985. 

Madam Speaker, on June 13, 2007, I inad-
vertently failed to vote on rollcall No. 465. Had 
I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on March 9, 2007, I inad-
vertently failed to vote on rollcall No. 133. Had 
I voted, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on February 12, 2007, I 
inadvertently failed to vote on rollcall Nos. 93– 
94. Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall No. 93; and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 94. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I was ab-
sent from the House on Thursday, February 7, 
2008, attending a funeral in Las Vegas. Had 
I been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing way: 

On rollcall vote #42, H.R. 5140, the Eco-
nomic Stimulus bill. ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #41. H. Res. 947, Congratu-
lating Lee Myung-Bak on his election, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #40, H.R. 4137 the College 
Opportunity and Affordability Act, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #39, H.R. 4137 On Motion 
to Recommit, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #38, H.R. 4137 On Mr. 
Davis of Illinois Amendment, ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote #37, H.R. 4137 On Mr. Petri 
of Wisconsin Amendment #5, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #36, H.R. 4137 On Mr. Petri 
of Wisconsin Amendment #4, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #35, H.R. 4848 On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended 
P To extend for one year parity in the applica-
tion of certain limits to mental health benefits, 
and for other purposes, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #34, H. Con. Res. 283 On 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree, as 
Amended P Calling for a peaceful resolution to 
the current electoral crisis in Kenya, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall vote #33, H. Res. 956 On Agree-
ing to the Resolution P Providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 4137) to amend and ex-
tend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and for 
other purposes, ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote #32. H. Res. 956 On Order-
ing the Previous Question P Providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 4137) to amend and 
extend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and 
for other purposes, ‘‘nay.’’ 
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H.R. 5264 EXTENDS SUCCESSFUL 
PREFERENCE PROGRAMS WITH 
ANDEAN, CARIBBEAN, AND GSP 
NATIONS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to offer a few words on H.R. 5264, a bill that 
I introduced to provide a long-term extension 
of three trade preference programs scheduled 
to expire this year. This bill would extend until 
September 30, 2010, the Andean trade pref-
erences (ATPA) that are due to expire on Feb-
ruary 29, preferences for the Caribbean Basin 
(CBI) countries—which expire on September 
30—and the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP), which expires on December 
31. H.R. 5264 also addresses a number of 
problems with the textile provisions of the Afri-
can Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) and 
the competitive need limitation (CNL) waiver 
provisions of GSP. 

These preference programs have been a 
centerpiece of U.S. efforts to spread the bene-

fits of globalization to the world’s poor and de-
veloping countries. They have created tens of 
thousands of jobs—jobs that are likely to be 
lost to countries like China if the programs are 
not renewed—and have created critical eco-
nomic opportunities for workers and busi-
nesses in the United States. These programs 
have also fostered key U.S. foreign policy 
goals, including U.S. counternarcotic efforts, 
and empowered the agents of democracy and 
reform abroad. 

Extension beyond 2010 would have been 
ideal to provide the necessary predictability 
and stability for the Andean, Caribbean, and 
GSP programs. However, I have included the 
shorter extension in this bill to accommodate 
the range of opinions on the issue of renewal. 
In the coming days, I will work with my col-
leagues to harness the strong bipartisan sup-
port that I believe exists to extend and im-
prove these critical trade preference programs. 

Finally, a 2-year renewal of these programs 
at this time should send a clear signal to ne-
gotiators in the World Trade Organization 
Doha Round negotiations that the U.S. com-
mitment to trade and development remains 
unwavering and substantial. This element of 
the Round is fundamental, even as the United 
States presses for key goals in agriculture, far 
reaching commitments on tariff and non-tariff 
barriers with respect to manufactured goods, 
services and strong outcomes in other areas, 
including the so-called Rules negotiations. 
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IN HONOR OF DAN COLEGROVE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Cleveland police Sergeant Dan 
Colegrove for more than 28 years of exem-
plary service in the Cleveland Police Depart-
ment. 

Dan served in a number of capacities during 
his time with the police. He began his career 
on October 29, 1979, in the fourth district, and 
then spent time on the Strike Force and the 
Detective Bureau from 1984 to 1989. He was 
then assigned to the Cleveland Police Mount-
ed Unit until 1999, when he moved to the Fu-
gitive Unit. In June 2000, he was promoted to 
sergeant and served his remaining time with a 
stint in the fifth district and the Detective Bu-
reau until his retirement on December 7, 2007. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Dan Colegrove for his dedica-
tion to his community of West Cleveland. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF ANTONIO 
DIMORA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Antonio Dimora, a 
beloved father and doting grandfather, and to 
honor his commitment to his Northeast Ohio 
community. 
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