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will have the unique opportunity to represent 
over three million students at 430 public col-
leges and universities. Moreover, she will ad-
vocate on behalf of the association in support 
of public policies extending higher education 
to underrepresented and first-generation col-
lege students throughout the country. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to extend my heart-
felt congratulations to Dr. Jolene Koester for 
receiving the Tree of Life Award from the 
Encino-Tarzana Hospital Charitable Founda-
tion. Dr. Koester has exhibited strong leader-
ship skills and a commitment to education that 
will benefit California State University, 
Northridge, the San Fernando Valley and the 
Los Angeles region for years to come. 
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HONORING SHANNON HARPS—EN-
VIRONMENTAL AND COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZER 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, my colleague 
NORM DICKS and I would like to pay tribute in 
remembrance of Shannon Harps, one of 
Washington’s finest young environmental ad-
vocates. She was killed on December 31, 
2007 by an unknown assailant as she was re-
turning to her Capitol Hill apartment in Seattle 
from the grocery store. Shannon’s death is a 
tremendous loss to our community and the 
many issues to which she devoted her life. We 
join with Shannon’s family, friends, and col-
leagues in the Sierra Club in mourning the 
loss of this wonderful person and fine commu-
nity organizer. Though her life was cut short, 
she was able to make a large impact on the 
quality of the Northwest environment. 

Shannon came from her home State of Ohio 
to Seattle, Washington in February 2004 to 
join the staff of the Northwest Office of the Si-
erra Club. This move joined two of Shannon’s 
strongest desires—to work to protect our envi-
ronment and to live in the Northwest where 
she could more vigorously pursue her strong 
love for the outdoors. 

Shannon had a wonderful sense of humor 
and a style of working with people that imme-
diately put them at ease and made it easy for 
them to join her in protecting our environment 
and quality of life. Shannon particularly en-
joyed working with high school and college 
students to help them develop their interests 
and talents in working to create a better world. 
While Shannon’s work was directly focused on 
protecting our environment, from wilderness to 
global warming, her values were deeply em-
bedded in a strong sense of fairness and jus-
tice for all people. 

In the four years that Shannon lived in 
Washington State she helped to protect some 
of our finest lands. Shannon worked with sev-
eral groups in a local coalition effort with Con-
gressman NORM DICKS to add key lands in the 
Carbon River drainage to Mt. Rainier National 
Park. She worked with Sierra Club volunteers 
and staff from the many groups to help move 
the Wild Sky Wilderness proposal through the 
various steps of its arduous journey through 
the congressional process. She was a leader 

in the State of Washington, and worked with 
colleagues around the country, to help thwart 
the various ill-considered efforts to open up 
America’s Arctic Coastal Plain to oil and gas 
drilling. She was a lead organizer in the suc-
cessful effort in 2006 to pass the Renewable 
Energy Portfolio Standard for Washington 
State assuring that Washington will be a lead-
er in developing a clean energy future and 
creating good jobs. And, in the recent two 
years, much of her work focused on building 
relationships with local officials and creating 
public support so they too would endorse the 
Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement making 
sure we are stepping up to the challenge of 
global warming. 

In her all-too-short life, she made contribu-
tions that benefited our community, State, and 
world. She lived her life as an example of liv-
ing lightly on the planet, and engaged the peo-
ple and world around her with grace, humor, 
kindness, and respect. Everyone who worked 
with her admired her style, tenacity, and sense 
of purpose, along with her sparkling smile and 
laugh. 

Shannon loved living and working in the 
Northwest. She reveled in the outdoors and 
nothing made her happier than to participate 
in a competitive run or to hike the Northwest’s 
high mountain trails. Her death is a loss for us 
all but her spirit still resides with all of those 
with whom she worked and walked the trails. 
We will remember her as we continue the 
struggle to protect our lands and environment 
and to create a more just and fair world for us 
all. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHIEF JOHN SMOOT 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Chief John Smoot who 
dedicated his life to serving and saving others. 
He died on January 20, 2008 after a long ill-
ness in Kanawha County, WV where he was 
a lifelong resident. 

John served in the U.S. Army during World 
War II and continued his military service for 32 
years in the Army Reserves and in the West 
Virginia National Guard. He also worked for 
DuPont Chemical and retired after 37 years of 
employment. 

He is most remembered for his extraor-
dinary service to the citizens of Kanawha 
County, through his 57 years of involvement 
with first responder services and 50 years as 
chief of the Cedar Grove Fire Department. 

He was a champion of emergency services 
in Kanawha County and in the State of West 
Virginia. He created the Cedar Grove Ambu-
lance Service and helped establish county 
wide ambulance services. He is also the origi-
nal founder of the Kanawha County Fireman’s 
Mutual Aid Association. 

He is survived by his wife, Lois Robinson 
Smoot; his son, John R. Smoot; his 
grandsons, Jonathan and Cody, and his broth-
er; George Smoot. Area fireman paid tribute to 
Chief Smoot by including trucks from all 
Kanawha County Fire Departments in the fu-
neral procession. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in honoring the life of John R. Smoot, 
whose dedication and service is truly admi-
rable. He will be sadly missed. 
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RECOGNITION OF MERCER AND 
MONROE COUNTIES AS BEST 
COMMUNITIES FOR YOUTH 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of two counties in my district, 
Mercer and Monroe, which have again re-
ceived the honor as two of the Nation’s ‘‘100 
Best Communities for Youth 2008’’ by the Alli-
ance for Youth. This is the third such award 
for Mercer County and the second award for 
Monroe County, both of whom were also hon-
ored last year. 

These counties competed against 750 par-
ticipants from more than 300 communities in 
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, who were all 
vying for this unique distinction. 

This award is well-deserved, as these com-
munities have dedicated themselves to fos-
tering a healthy, safe, and caring environment 
for our young people. I share this vision and 
am deeply honored to once again have the 
only two localities in West Virginia recognized 
located in my district. 

I pledge to continue my work to make the 
communities in the Third District a healthy and 
nurturing environment for our children, by sup-
porting legislation and programs that will keep 
our children safe. Last year, I supported full 
funding of both the Drug Free Communities 
grant program and the Safe and Drug Free 
Schools Program against the budget cuts rec-
ommended by the administration. These pro-
grams make a visible difference in our com-
munities and are invaluable when it comes to 
preventing and reducing substance abuse, 
particularly with our teenagers and young 
adults. 

While these programs are effective, it is by 
far not the end of our work. As the folks of 
Mercer and Monroe counties can attest, we 
must not waver from our commitment to our 
youth. As much as we accomplish, we must 
strive to do better. 

West Virginia native and renowned author 
Pearl S. Buck once said, ‘‘If our American way 
of life fails the child, it fails us all.’’ 

These are words to live by, words that Mer-
cer and Monroe counties have once again 
proven they are living by everyday. I again 
commend the entire community—the teachers, 
the civic leaders, the parents, and the children 
as well, who are all so very bright—for the 
hard work they have done and continue to do. 

I encourage other communities in the Third 
District and across West Virginia and our Na-
tion to follow the fine example set by Mercer 
and Monroe Counties in showing what it 
means to keep America’s promise to our 
young people. As the Alliance for Youth said, 
‘‘It is our hope that these 100 Best inspire 
communities across the country to create envi-
ronments where children and families have 
boundless opportunities.’’ 
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SEMPER FI! 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, it’s no big sur-
prise to me that the peaceniks out in Berkeley, 
California don’t know the first thing about 
peace, but their latest attack on the real pro-
prietors of peace has stirred up a firestorm. 
Just in case you haven’t heard, the city of 
Berkeley passed a resolution telling the local 
U.S. Marine Corps recruiting station that is 
was ‘‘not welcome in the city and if recruiters 
choose to stay, they do so as uninvited and 
unwelcome intruders.’’ Mayor Tom Bates said, 
‘‘The Marines don’t belong here, they 
shouldn’t have come here and they should 
leave.’’ The city of Berkeley has even issued 
a permit for the radical anti-military group 
‘‘Code Pink’’ to use the parking spot once re-
served for the Marine Recruiting Station. Code 
Pink has parked a panel truck displaying 
‘‘peace at any price’’ type statements in front 
of the recruiting office. 

Well, let me remind Mr. Bates that he en-
joys the rights and freedoms known only to 
Americans because the Marines are here. And 
as for me and the rest of the freedom loving 
Americans, we hope they never leave. These 
defenders of democracy deserve better than 
Berkeley’s arrogant disapproval. Berkeley’s 
deplorable anti-Marine city leaders must still 

have a 60’s peacenik hippie mentality that 
world peace can occur by sitting around smok-
ing dope and banging on the tambourine. 

Life in la-la land is all daisy chains and 
braids, but it’s just not reality. Reality is that 
freedom doesn’t come free. Twenty-four of 
America’s finest from my 2nd Congressional 
District area in Texas have given their lives 
defending freedom in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Seven of them were Marines. Their bravery, 
dedication, and patriotism will not be tarnished 
by the foolish words of a few. Their sacrifice 
will never be forgotten by their friends, their 
family and freedom-loving peoples throughout 
the world. 

Berkeley’s latest onslaught of the Marines is 
just another attack in a long history on our 
country. It is against Federal law to willfully 
obstruct the recruiting or enlistment service of 
the United States. American taxpayer money 
should not be used to support those cities that 
break our laws. Berkeley should lose all Fed-
eral funding for their smug denouncement of 
the Marine Corps. Patriotic Americans should 
not subsidize cities that tell the Marines to 
‘‘get out of town.’’ 

Now, I am a fierce proponent of the First 
Amendment protecting freedom of speech. 
The city of Berkeley can bash the Marines in 
their resolutions, but freedom of speech is not 
free of consequences. And the consequences 
should be loss of Federal funds appropriated 
to the city. 

I believe that we must respect those that af-
forded us those rights and hold them in the 

highest esteem for their sacrifices. And like it 
or not, it is the U.S. military that has always 
been on the front lines to defend the liberties 
of all Americans, even the hippies in Berkeley. 

February 19th marks the 63rd anniversary 
of the Battle of Iwo Jima. The month long bat-
tle against Imperial Japan resulted in 26,000 
U.S. casualties, mostly young Marines. The 
quiet riverbank of the Potomac is home to the 
Iwo Jima Memorial. It is a solemn reminder 
that the Marines are ‘‘always faithful’’ to the 
United States of America. Joe Rosenthal took 
his famous photograph of five Marines and a 
Navy Corpsman hosting Old Glory above 
Mount Suribachi. Of the six flag-raisers in the 
Memorial, three were killed after the stars and 
stripes were raised above the volcano. One 
was Harlan Block from South Texas. 

The Marines go where others fear to tread, 
and the timid are not found. They fight for all 
American values, including the rights of people 
in Berkeley to say what they want. But the 
few—the noble few—the proud—the Marines 
deserve the honor, respect, and thanks of a 
grateful Nation. 

Ronald Reagan best summed it up when he 
said, ‘‘Some people spend an entire lifetime 
wondering if they made a difference. The Ma-
rines don’t have that problem.’’ And as for the 
unwelcome Marines out in Berkeley: send ’em 
all to Texas! We’ll have a parade, fly the flag 
and the high school band will play the Marine 
Hymn. Oooh Rah! Semper Fi! 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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