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the people of Burma as they continue 
their struggle for democracy and jus-
tice. 

By awarding Suu Kyi the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, we are letting the 
Burmese military junta and the world 
know that the people of America will 
continue to speak out in favor of mean-
ingful reform in her country. 

It is particularly fitting that today, 
February 13 is the birthday of Suu 
Kyi’s father. Aung San helped lead the 
struggle for Burmese independence 
after World War II, but was assas-
sinated just before its achievement. 
What could be a more fitting way to 
honor the memory of a man who fought 
for freedom than by rewarding his 
noble daughter for continuing his leg-
acy? In so doing, we reward them both 
with the promise that the United 
States will remain committed to the 
same cause, that of a peaceful and free 
Burma. 
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EAST TIMOR 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Madam President, I 
would like to take a moment to note 
the violent attacks which took place 
earlier this week on the President and 
Prime Minster of East Timor, or 
Timor-Leste as it is also called. The 
people of East Timor have experienced 
far too much violence for such a small 
nation and it is time, once again, for 
the world to renounce violence as a 
means to achieving any political agen-
da. I condemn such acts and urge all 
parties to seek legitimate peaceful— 
and political—means to ensure their 
voices are heard. 

Earlier this week, President Jose 
Ramos Horta was shot by rebel sol-
diers. This band of rebels, led by the in-
famous Alfredo Reinado, attacked 
President Ramos-Horta outside his 
house. As a longstanding advocate of 
East Timor’s self-determination, I have 
met President Ramos-Horta and am 
very troubled by this attempt to take 
his life and to undermine East Timor-
ese stability and independence. Presi-
dent Ramos Horta is a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and is known for his lead-
ership of a nonviolent struggle against 
the Indonesian occupation. It is pre-
cisely because of these honorable prin-
ciples that he has espoused, in the face 
of repeated violence, that I am doubly 
concerned by this recent attack. I am 
also worried that this violent act could 
affect the stability and progress of this 
young country and am pleased that 
Australia has agreed to send additional 
soldiers and police officers to address 
any unrest that might occur in the 
aftermath of this heinous attack. 

I have followed East Timor’s ongoing 
transformation very closely since the 
disastrous crisis in the late 1990s and 
have been so pleased to see its success-
ful transition from Indonesian occupa-
tion to a U.N. administration to an 
independent nation over the years. Cer-

tainly East Timor’s path forward has 
not been free from challenges but it 
has moved consistently in the right di-
rection. I have long supported a robust 
U.N. peacekeeping mission there, I 
pressed the administration to take a 
hard line with the Indonesia military 
as a result, in part, of its actions in 
East Timor, and I spoke out against 
the renewed unrest in 2006 which led to 
a collapse of many key institutions and 
once again required the international 
community to step in and play a key 
role in security reform. 

We cannot overlook the significance 
of these attacks in East Timor as the 
country stands to chart a course for 
emerging democracies around the 
world. A stable East Timor sends a sig-
nal that the international community 
can work collaboratively and consist-
ently for the betterment of a nation— 
and a people. East Timor has received 
significant multilateral support over 
the years and if it fails to develop into 
a fully functioning and stable democ-
racy, we will need to reexamine what 
kinds of commitment our nation truly 
makes to young democracies striving 
to succeed. For these reasons, I hope 
this incident is little more than a blip 
on the radar for Ramos-Horta and that 
his recovery is a speedy one so he can 
return to the helm of leadership and 
finish his term as President. 
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CELEBRATING OREGON’S BLACK 
HISTORY 

Mr. SMITH. Madam President, each 
Congress I rise to honor February as 
Black History Month. Each February 
since 1926, we have recognized the con-
tributions of Black Americans to the 
history of our Nation. This month I 
want to celebrate some of the contribu-
tions made by Black Americans in my 
home State of Oregon. 

The story of Abner Hunt Francis, a 
merchant from Buffalo, NY, is particu-
larly moving. Francis, a man who 
gravitated to leadership, co-founded 
the Buffalo City Anti-Slavery Society 
in 1838 and organized local colored con-
ventions throughout the 1830s and ’40s 
in his native state. In 1851 he left the 
East Coast for the City of Portland in 
the Oregon Territory, expecting to en-
counter freer country on the American 
frontier. 

Francis was disappointed to discover 
that despite the progressive attitude of 
its settlers, racist laws still encum-
bered Oregon Territory. It was not long 
after opening a boardinghouse that 
Francis’s brother, O. H. Francis, was 
arrested. O. H. was detained in Port-
land on the grounds that men and 
women of color were not legally al-
lowed in Oregon Territory, pursuant to 
an existing ‘‘exclusion’’ law. The case 
went immediately before a lower court, 
where it was decided that O. H. would 
have 6 months to vacate the territory. 
Unsatisfied that the judge had given O. 

H. ample time to leave, the complain-
ant in the case appealed and the mat-
ter was elevated to the Territorial Su-
preme Court. 

Abner Francis was incensed by the 
fact that such a law existed in the so- 
called free territory of Oregon. He de-
scribed the plight of his brother and de-
tailed the case made before the Su-
preme Court in a letter to his friend 
and fellow civil rights advocate, Fred-
erick Douglass. When Judge Orville 
Pratt ruled against the defense, giving 
O. H. 4 months to leave the territory, 
Abner engaged Col. William M. King, 
then the representative of Portland’s 
district in the State legislature. Rep-
resentative King agreed to try to re-
peal the law outright. The law was not 
repealed until 1926, but a group of out-
raged Portlanders, led by Abner, suc-
cessfully petitioned for an exemption 
for O. H. 

Douglass wasted no time in pub-
lishing Francis’s letter. Many aboli-
tionists and civil rights leaders were 
learning of racial injustices in the un-
developed West for the first time when 
they read of O. H. Francis’s case. 

Outspoken men and women like 
Abner Francis forced Oregonians and 
the Nation to acknowledge that the 
bitter struggle for equality was to be 
fought not just in the East, but also in 
the farthest reaches of the American 
West. Francis must be recognized as 
one of the first vocal advocates for ra-
cial equality in Oregon. Today, I honor 
Abner Hunt Francis for his contribu-
tions. 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Madam President, 
today I attended the funeral of Connie 
Karr, my neighbor and city council-
woman in Kirkwood, MO, which is my 
home. Connie Karr died in a tragic at-
tack on the Town Hall of Kirkwood. I 
was therefore unable to be present for 
two rollcall votes taken by the Senate. 
Had I been, I would have voted aye on 
the motion to invoke cloture on the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 
2082, the Intelligence Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2008. I would have 
further voted aye on final passage of 
H.R. 2082. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING DEBRA BROWN 
STEINBERG 

∑ Mr. COLEMAN. Madam President, 
today I want to recognize the accom-
plishments of Ms. Debra Brown Stein-
berg. Last year, Ms. Steinberg received 
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor from 
the National Ethnic Coalition of Orga-
nizations for her services in rep-
resenting the families of noncitizen 
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