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FIGHTING IDENTITY THEFT AND 
DEFENDING THE HOMELAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
CLARKE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. KIRK) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, accord-
ing to a 2005 GAO study, employers re-
ported the use of 1.4 million Social Se-
curity numbers that did not exist. 
Nearly 1.7 million numbers had been 
used by multiple individuals, some-
times as many as 500 times for the 
same Social Security number. In my 
district, the Waukegan police find that 
at least 20 fake Social Security cards 
are found by law enforcement every 
week. 

Now, upgrading the Social Security 
card should be common sense. It’s 
about seniors. It’s about identity theft. 
It’s about illegal immigration. And it’s 
about keeping Americans safe. 

When we look at today’s Social Secu-
rity card, we find a 1930s design. It 
lacks a picture. It lacks a bar code. It 
lacks a magnetic strip. It poses almost 
no barrier to the thousands of counter-
feiters that make false Social Security 
cards. 

Today, along with my colleague from 
Illinois Peter Roskam, we have intro-
duced legislation to finally give Ameri-
cans the choice between the old 1930s 
design Social Security card and the 
new secure Social Security card. This 
card offers enhanced protections across 
the board. It would replace that flimsy 
and easily counterfeitable Social Secu-
rity card with a 21st century identity 
document that gives seniors real pro-
tection. Our legislation and this design 
is based on the government’s common 
access card. Already the U.S. govern-
ment has issued 10 million of these 
cards, and its protections, in our judg-
ment, we believe, should be offered to 
people in the 21st century against So-
cial Security card counterfeiters. 

We think this legislation is impor-
tant to propose a significant barrier to 
those who would counterfeit Social Se-
curity cards, to help seniors in fighting 
identity theft, and to make sure that a 
person who has that number and this 
card is really who they say it is. 

We saw on September 11 that 18 of 19 
hijackers had valid U.S. IDs during 
their crime of the century. I think it’s 
time to make sure that at least the So-
cial Security card has the 21st century 
protections that we can offer to make 
sure that we protect seniors, to make 
sure that we protect all Americans, 
and to protect the Social Security sys-
tem. That’s why we think that this leg-
islation to create these secure Social 
Security cards is an idea whose time 
has come. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR ADOPTION OF H. 
RES. 979, RECOMMENDING THAT 
HARRIET MIERS AND JOSHUA 
BOLTEN BE FOUND IN CON-
TEMPT OF CONGRESS, AND 
ADOPTION OF H. RES. 980, AU-
THORIZING COMMITTEE ON THE 
JUDICIARY TO INITIATE OR IN-
TERVENE IN JUDICIAL PRO-
CEEDINGS TO ENFORCE CERTAIN 
SUBPOENAS 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–526) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 982) providing for adoption of the 
resolution (H. Res. 979) recommending 
that the House of Representatives find 
Harriet Miers and Joshua Bolten, Chief 
of Staff, White House, in contempt of 
Congress for refusal to comply with 
subpoenas duly issued by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and for the 
adoption of the resolution (H. Res. 980) 
authorizing the Committee on the Ju-
diciary to initiate or intervene in judi-
cial proceedings to enforce certain sub-
poenas, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. MCGOVERN, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–527) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 983) waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules 
and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

THANKING THE HONORABLE LYNN 
WOOLSEY, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS, FOR ALL SHE HAS DONE 
IN TRYING TO CONVINCE CON-
GRESS TO BRING OUR SOLDIERS 
HOME FROM IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, this 
evening I come to the floor to be with 
my friend and colleague Congress-
woman LYNN WOOLSEY as she gives her 
250th speech and Special Order on this 
floor. I come to be with her to com-
mend her for the tremendous leader-
ship that she has provided not only in 
speaking out against the war in Iraq, 
but because she has given numerous 
press conferences, she has been on nu-
merous speaking engagements, she has 
spoken with editorial boards, she has 
written articles, she has done every-

thing that could be done in order to 
provide leadership and to encourage 
and urge the Congress of the United 
States to bring our soldiers home. 

Unfortunately, her messages have 
not always been heard. But there are 
those of us, those of us who work with 
her in the Progressive Caucus, those of 
us who work with her in the Out of Iraq 
Caucus, who have tried to not only give 
support but to do the same kinds of 
things that she has been doing in order 
to end this war. 

The American people are tired of this 
war, and I find it disingenuous for some 
of the pundits to say that somehow 
this is off the radar screen, that this is 
not an issue that the American public 
cares about anymore, that somehow it 
is the economy. Of course it is the 
economy, but you cannot separate 
what is going on within our economy 
from the war. We must look at this war 
for what it is. 

First of all, it is a war that we cer-
tainly should not be in. We were mis-
led. There were never any weapons of 
mass destruction. Saddam Hussein is 
dead. Four thousand of our American 
soldiers have been killed in this war. 
Countless Iraqis, Iraqi civilians, and 
others who have made up the coalition 
forces from other countries are also 
dead. And so here we are, and the pun-
dits are talking about it is not about 
the war, it’s not on the radar screen of 
the American public, that the economy 
is, when, in fact, our economy is in re-
cession because of this mismanaged 
war. 

We have a President of the United 
States who came in as a fiscal conserv-
ative supposedly belonging to the party 
of the fiscal conservatives who have 
been spending, spending, spending on 
this war in Iraq, over $500 billion on 
this war in Iraq, at the same time giv-
ing tax cuts to the richest 1 percent of 
the corporations of America and deny-
ing the dollars that we need to invest 
in our own domestic problems that 
need to be addressed. 

We had a bridge fall down in Min-
neapolis, and people wondered why did 
that happen. And when we took a close 
look at the reviews, the assessments 
that had been done about the state of 
affairs of our bridges and our infra-
structure, we learned that many of our 
bridges in America are in the same po-
sition that that bridge was in, and we 
know that they have been assessed to 
be dangerous, that they need repair. 

Why don’t we have the money to in-
vest in our infrastructure? Why is it we 
cannot create the jobs by investing in 
our infrastructure? Why can’t we re-
pair the bridges and the roads and the 
highways and build credible transpor-
tation systems? It is because this ad-
ministration has decided that we are 
going to spend a disproportionate 
amount of the taxpayers’ dollars on 
this war in Iraq, and we don’t know 
when we are going to get out of this 
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