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In conclusion, Madam Speaker, allowing for 

competing currencies will allow market partici-
pants to choose a currency that suits their 
needs, rather than the needs of the govern-
ment. The prospect of American citizens turn-
ing away from the dollar towards alternate cur-
rencies will provide the necessary impetus to 
the U.S. government to regain control of the 
dollar and halt its downward spiral. Restoring 
soundness to the dollar will remove the gov-
ernment’s ability and incentive to inflate the 
currency, and keep us from launching uncon-
stitutional wars that burden our economy to 
excess. With a sound currency, everyone is 
better off, not just those who control the mon-
etary system. I urge my colleagues to consider 
the redevelopment of a system of competing 
currencies. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 7, 2008, I was unavoidably detained and 
was not able to record my votes for rollcall 
Nos. 32–42. 

Had I been present I would have voted: 
Rollcall No. 32—‘‘yes’’—Providing for con-

sideration of the bill (H.R. 4137) to amend and 
extend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and 
for other purposes. 

Rollcall No. 33—‘‘yes’’—Providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 4137) to amend and 
extend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and 
for other purposes. 

Rollcall No. 34—‘‘yes’’—Calling for a peace-
ful resolution to the current electoral crisis in 
Kenya. 

Rollcall No. 35—‘‘yes’’—To extend for one 
year parity in the application of certain limits to 
mental health benefits, and for other purposes. 

Rollcall No. 36—‘‘yes’’—Petri of Wisconsin 
Amendment No. 4. 

Rollcall No. 37—‘‘yes’’—Petri of Wisconsin 
Amendment No. 5. 

Rollcall No. 38—‘‘yes’’—Davis of Illinois 
Amendment. 

Rollcall No. 39—‘‘no’’—To amend and ex-
tend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and for 
other purposes. 

Rollcall No. 40—‘‘yes’’—To amend and ex-
tend the Higher Education Act of 1965, and for 
other purposes. 

Rollcall No. 41—‘‘yes’’—Congratulating Lee 
Myung-Bak on his election to the Presidency 
of the Republic of Korea and wishing him well 
during his time of transition and his inaugura-
tion on February 25, 2008. 

Rollcall No. 42—‘‘yes’’—Recovery Rebates 
and Economic Stimulus for the American Peo-
ple Act of 2008. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF MARY ISAAK 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise today to recognize 

the passing of Mary Isaak, a Petaluma activist 
who was committed to the noble struggle of 
helping the less fortunate overcome homeless-
ness. Mary died of congestive heart failure last 
month at the age of 88, leaving an enduring 
legacy to the people of Petaluma, California 
through the establishment of COTS—the 
Committee on the Shelterless. 

After receiving a music degree from the Uni-
versity of Oregon, Mary moved to Berkeley, 
where she met her future husband, who later 
tired of the area and moved his family to what 
was then rural California—to the egg basket of 
the State, Petaluma. There, Mary raised five 
children and taught at Live Oak High, the 
small school she started on their 22-acre 
ranch. 

Mary’s life of community service continued 
in the late 1980s, when she and Laure 
Reichek noticed the increasing number of 
homeless in the area and determined to obvi-
ate the problem. In 1988, they founded COTS. 
I was on the Petaluma City Council during this 
time and had the good fortune to work with 
Mary and Laure in facilitating the establish-
ment of this incredible organization, dedicated 
to housing homeless families. 

‘‘It eventually took on a life of its own,’’ says 
John Records, COTS current executive direc-
tor. ‘‘It activated something in the community 
and it gave people the opportunity to help. It 
offered a way to get involved.’’ 

In a town of 55,000 residents, the nonprofit 
registered more than 50,000 volunteer hours 
last year alone. These volunteers helped pre-
pare and serve more than 100,000 meals be-
sides working on other programs the facility 
offers. 

The community embraced COTS because 
Mary set an example, volunteering for count-
less tasks and remaining on the board of di-
rectors. 

‘‘Even as she aged and became less strong, 
she continued to be involved,’’ Records notes. 

In 2004, COTS recognized Mary’s vision 
and commitment by naming its new housing 
facility in her honor—the Mary Isaaks Center. 
The center houses beds for 300, provides be-
tween 50,000 and 100,000 bed-nights per 
year, and its kitchen offer more than half a 
million pounds of food each year to the hungry 
and homeless of Petaluma. Other programs 
thrive, as well. For example, recently COTS 
added an innovative pilot trauma center to its 
services. 

Madam Speaker, it is impossible to measure 
the impact Mary Isaak’s work has had on the 
individuals—both homeless and volunteers— 
and on the community of my hometown of 
Petaluma. She leaves to the community a leg-
acy of compassion and involvement that the 
world would do well to follow. She will be 
greatly missed. 
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INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO 
UPGRADE THE SECURITY OF 
THE SOCIAL SECURITY CARD 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, along 
with my colleague Mr. ROSKAM, I am intro-

ducing legislation requiring the Social Security 
Administration to develop secure Social Secu-
rity cards to combat the rising problem of iden-
tity theft and immigration fraud. 

Since Social Security started in 1935, more 
than 450 million Social Security cards have 
been issued. Over the years, we’ve had 50 
card variations, but all have one common ele-
ment—they are too easy to counterfeit. 

According to a 2005 Government Account-
ability Office report, employers reported the 
use of 1.4 million Social Security numbers that 
don’t exist. Additionally, nearly 1.7 million 
numbers have been used by multiple individ-
uals, some as many as 500 times or more. 

In 2006, U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) officials made 1,272 arrests 
for identity and benefit fraud. While there is no 
central database for confiscated fraudulent So-
cial Security card statistics, regional illegal 
document rings illustrate a systemic problem. 

Last April, Federal agents arrested 23 indi-
viduals and broke up an illegal document ring 
in the Little Village neighborhood of Chicago. 
Officials estimated that up to 100 fake Social 
Security cards were issued each day at the lo-
cation. According to the Northern Illinois U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, the enterprise netted $3 mil-
lion per year for a violent Mexico-based crime 
syndicate. 

ICE broke up a similar ring in the same 
neighborhood in December 2005. Last Octo-
ber, Cook County Sheriff’s detectives arrested 
two individuals for manufacturing hundreds of 
fake identification documents in Chicago’s 
West Lawn neighborhood. Outside of the Chi-
cago area, one ICE raid in Washington, DC, 
netted 880 fake Social Security cards. 

In Waukegan, police raids discovered nu-
merous crimes of identity theft, including crimi-
nals purchasing homes and cars with stolen 
Social Security numbers. For as little as $100, 
an individual in Waukegan can purchase a 
fake Social Security card. 

It’s time we upgrade Social Security cards 
with photos and biometric data like a finger-
print to protect seniors from identity theft and 
prevent draining of Social Security trust funds. 

Many government agencies already use se-
cure IDs, including the Department of De-
fense. An ID with a bar code embedded with 
biometric data, as well as a picture, will help 
prevent counterfeiting. We have the tech-
nology now—there is no excuse to use a doc-
ument that anyone can forge at a Kinkos. 

To protect seniors, fight identity theft and 
defend our homeland, I urge my colleagues to 
join this effort. 
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HONORING TOM H. SPARKS 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and pay tribute to Tom H. Sparks of St. 
Joseph, Michigan, who is celebrating his 100th 
birthday. 

Mr. Sparks was born in a log cabin with a 
dirt floor and sod roof in Oklahoma in 1908. 
He was taken out of school at the age of 14 
when he went to work to support his family. 
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