
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 22164 February 13, 2008 
He was a member of the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion’’ and served his country with distinction 
and honor in World War II in the European 
Theatre. 

Mr. Sparks has been a resident of St. Jo-
seph, Michigan for more than 80 years. To 
say that Tom Sparks is a man who has been 
active in his community would be a gross un-
derstatement. Mr. Sparks has rarely missed a 
meeting of the St. Joseph City Commission 
over the last eight decades. He was first elect-
ed to serve on the St. Joseph City Commis-
sion in 1948 and served as Mayor of his 
adopted hometown from 1955 to 1963. Even 
into his 90s—his name appeared on the ballot 
seeking a seat on the City Commission. 

Mr. Sparks retired from the City of Benton 
Harbor as assistant to the superintendent and 
a building inspector in 1975 at the age of 67. 
As part of his birthday celebration, it is fitting 
he is being recognized by City Commissioners 
in St. Joseph. 
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FREEDOM FOR CARLOS MARTÍN 
GOMEZ 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to remind my 
colleagues about Carlos Martı́n Gomez, a po-
litical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba who con-
tinues his struggle to bring human rights and 
dignity to the people of Cuba. 

In 2000 Cuban regime thugs arrested Mr. 
Martı́n for ‘‘desecrating’’ the thug-in-chief Fidel 
Castro. How exactly does one desecrate a ty-
rannical despot? In Mr. Martı́n’s case by going 
to the Jose Martı́ Airport and calling out loud 
for the end of Fidel Castro’s oppression of the 
Cuban people. Such a brave act earned Mr. 
Martı́n a 4-year sentence in the gulag. 

The regime may have thought they could 
quiet Mr. Martı́n’s calls for the end to the dicta-
torship by throwing him into a prison to suffer 
under unbearable conditions. But Mr. Martı́n 
would not let the walls of the gulag suffocate 
his continued calls for a free Cuba. Because 
of his continued crusade to bring freedom to 
the Cuban people, the regime added some-
where between 14 years and 37 years to his 
sentence. 

Now the dictatorship is trying a different tac-
tic to silence Mr. Martı́n, they are refusing to 
provide him with adequate medical care after 
a fish bone got caught in his throat. According 
to his sister, Mr. Martı́n has lost considerable 
weight as he is only able to ingest liquids due 
to his untreated throat condition. 

Despite the gangster tactics and heinous 
threats against him, Mr. Martı́n refuses to back 
down and be silenced by the totalitarian re-
gime. He still bravely continues to demand 
human rights and dignity for the Cuban peo-
ple. On November 5, 2007, Mr. Martı́n re-
leased the following statement for the Cuban 
people from his prison: 

Cuba is a big prison which the regime has 
filled with prisons, poverty, famine and dis-
ease. The communist thugs have subjected 
us to this for 48 years. Hopefully, soon we 

will see freedom in the beautiful land of our 
birth, and that nobody has to flee . . . I reit-
erate my affection, respect and love, from 
the No. 3 cell of the Melena del Sur prison, 
in Havana province, to all who in one form 
or another, struggle for the independence 
and freedom of Cuba. 

Madam Speaker, it is unconscionable that 
Carlos Martı́n Gomez is locked in a filthy dun-
geon for calling for human rights and freedom 
for the Cuban people. My colleagues, we must 
demand the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Carlos Martı́n Gomez and every polit-
ical prisoner in totalitarian Cuba. 
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HONORING DELMER WALLEN, SR. 

HON. DAVID DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the memory 
and life of Delmer Wallen, Sr., a true asset to 
the First Congressional District of Tennessee, 
who passed away January 28, 2008. 

Delmer Wallen, Sr. lived a life of service 
and entrepreneurship, and was known by all 
for his compassion to all those around him. 

He was born in Kyles Ford, Hancock Coun-
ty, Tennessee and lived in Kingsport for most 
of his life. Mr. Wallen was employed as presi-
dent and general manager of Kingsport Gro-
cery Company 32 years. He was in the whole-
sale grocery business for 40 years managing 
multiple companies. 

A great community leader, Delmer Wallen, 
Sr. served on numerous boards including 
Holston Valley Community Hospital and the 
Salvation Army in Kingsport, Tennessee. 

In 1986 Delmer served as president of the 
Harlan County, Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce and Chairman of the Sullivan County 
Republican party which further shows his com-
mitment to the community that he lived in. 

Delmer was also a 50-year member of the 
American Legion and served this great country 
in the Korean War as a member of the U.S. 
Army Corp of Engineers. 

Delmer also showed his commitment to his 
faith by regularly attending West View Primi-
tive Baptist Church. During his time spent with 
West View Primitive Baptist Church, Delmer 
served in various positions such as church 
treasurer and adult Sunday school teacher. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that the House join 
me this evening in offering our sympathies to 
the family and friends of Delmer Wallen, Sr. 
He was a dedicated member of the commu-
nity, the church, and the United States and a 
true friend of the First District. His service is 
greatly treasured and he will be deeply 
missed. 
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HONORING RETIRING WEST SEN-
ECA TOWN COUNCILMAN CRAIG 
HICKS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the public career of Craig Hicks. 

As a councilman to the Town of West Sen-
eca, a thriving community of 46,000 hard- 
working residents, Craig spent a great deal of 
time protecting their ideals and values. During 
his tenure the town continued its rich heritage 
and continues to develop into a town of great 
commercial growth, providing a kind atmos-
phere to live, work and raise a family. This re-
mained possible as a result of all of the hard 
work of the town’s public officials, and Craig’s 
efforts as a member of the town board dem-
onstrate that commitment. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that this Congress 
join me in extending appreciation to Craig 
Hicks for his dedicated service and commit-
ment to his community. We wish Craig and his 
entire family only the very best of health and 
happiness long in the future. 
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COMMEMORATING THE OPENING 
OF THE STEVEN E. COPELAND 
GOVERNMENT CENTER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the grand opening of 
the Steven E. Copeland Government Center in 
Cross Roads, Texas in Denton County. The 
grand opening for this new facility is Friday, 
February 22, 2008. 

The center is named in honor of the late 
Steven Everett Copeland, an enthusiastic em-
ployee of Denton County Road and Bridge 
East. Mr. Copeland is remembered by his fel-
low workers and supervisors as a person who 
took pride in a job done well and was dedi-
cated to giving his best to the citizens of Den-
ton County. This center is dedicated to honor 
both his memory and his contributions to the 
local community. 

This center will provide the citizens of Den-
ton County increased access to county serv-
ices and local government officials, including 
the County Commissioner for Precinct 1, Con-
stable, County Clerk, Justice of the Peace, 
Tax Assessor, Probation Officers, and the 
Denton County Sheriff. Many local officials 
have already moved into the new facility, say-
ing it allows them to be closer to their constitu-
ents and provides more efficient access for 
the public. Local residents are able to pay 
county taxes, register vehicles, and receive 
new license plates for their vehicles. 

Along with these government offices, the 
Steven E. Copeland Government Center will 
also house a community room which is avail-
able to the public for use. Denton County has 
committed itself to providing the best for its 
citizens, and this new center is a shining ex-
ample of that commitment. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I congratulate Denton County Commissioner 
Cynthia White and the Commissioners Court 
on the opening of this facility. I am proud to 
represent Denton County in the 26th District of 
Texas and look forward to seeing the positive 
effects this center will have on the community. 
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