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carried out through youth opportunity 
grants, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. ISAKSON: 
S. 2649. A bill to allow an income tax ex-

ception to limitations on personal casualty 
losses for losses occurring in tornado dis-
aster areas; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mrs. 
DOLE, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. 
CORNYN, Ms. STABENOW, and Mrs. 
HUTCHISON): 

S. 2650. A bill to provide for a 5-year 
carryback of certain net operating losses and 
to suspend the 90 percent alternative min-
imum tax limit on certain net operating 
losses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. INHOFE: 
S. 2651. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act 

to make technical corrections to the renew-
able fuel standard; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. VITTER, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs. 
DOLE, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. ALEX-
ANDER): 

S. 2652. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Defense to make a grant to the National 
World War II Museum Foundation for facili-
ties and programs of America’s National 
World War II Museum; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr. 
BINGAMAN): 

S. 2653. A bill to further United States se-
curity by restoring and enhancing the com-
petitiveness of the United States for inter-
national students, scholars, scientists, and 
exchange visitors and by facilitating busi-
ness travel to the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, and Mr. CHAMBLISS): 

S. 2654. A bill to provide for enhanced reim-
bursement of servicemembers and veterans 
for certain travel expenses; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. SPECTER, 
and Mr. BROWN): 

S. Res. 454. A resolution designating the 
month of March 2008 as ‘‘MRSA Awareness 
Month’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
BIDEN, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. Res. 455. A resolution calling for peace 
in Darfur; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. SUNUNU): 

S. Res. 456. A resolution directing the 
United States to undertake bilateral discus-
sions with Canada to negotiate an agreement 
to conserve populations of large whales at 
risk of extinction that migrate along the At-
lantic seaboard of North America; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. REID: 
S. Res. 457. A resolution recognizing the 

cultural and historical significance of the 
Chinese New Year or Spring Festival; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 60 
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 60, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide a means 
for continued improvement in emer-
gency medical services for children. 

S. 702 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
702, a bill to authorize the Attorney 
General to award grants to State 
courts to develop and implement State 
courts interpreter programs. 

S. 791 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 791, a bill to establish a 
collaborative program to protect the 
Great Lakes, and for other purposes. 

S. 911 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 911, 
a bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to advance medical research 
and treatments into pediatric cancers, 
ensure patients and families have ac-
cess to the current treatments and in-
formation regarding pediatric cancers, 
establish a population-based national 
childhood cancer database, and pro-
mote public awareness of pediatric can-
cers. 

S. 1010 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1010, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
courage guaranteed lifetime income 
payments from annuities and similar 
payments of life insurance proceeds at 
dates later than death by excluding 
from income a portion of such pay-
ments. 

S. 1277 

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 1277, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to clarify the treatment of 
payment under the Medicare program 
for clinical laboratory tests furnished 
by critical access hospitals. 

S. 1328 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1328, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to eliminate dis-
crimination in the immigration laws 
by permitting permanent partners of 
United States citizens and lawful per-
manent residents to obtain lawful per-
manent resident status in the same 
manner as spouses of citizens and law-
ful permanent residents and to penalize 

immigration fraud in connection with 
permanent partnerships. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1382, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for the estab-
lishment of an Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Registry. 

S. 1418 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1418, a bill to provide assistance to im-
prove the health of newborns, children, 
and mothers in developing countries, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1430 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1430, a bill to authorize State and local 
governments to direct divestiture 
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000 
or more in Iran’s energy sector, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1499 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1499, a bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to reduce air pollution from ma-
rine vessels. 

S. 1846 
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name 

of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1846, a bill to improve defense coopera-
tion between the Republic of Korea and 
the United States. 

S. 1906 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1906, a bill to understand 
and comprehensively address the oral 
health problems associated with meth-
amphetamine use. 

S. 1907 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1907, a bill to amend title 
I of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to understand 
and comprehensively address the in-
mate oral health problems associated 
with methamphetamine use, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1921 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1921, a bill to amend the American 
Battlefield Protection Act of 1996 to ex-
tend the authorization for that Act, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1926 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1926, a bill to establish the National In-
frastructure Bank to provide funding 
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for qualified infrastructure projects, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2045 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2045, a bill to reform the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to provide 
greater protection for children’s prod-
ucts, to improve the screening of non-
compliant consumer products, to im-
prove the effectiveness of consumer 
product recall programs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2136 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2136, a bill to ad-
dress the treatment of primary mort-
gages in bankruptcy, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2182 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2182, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to 
mental health services. 

S. 2209 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2209, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen-
tives to improve America’s research 
competitiveness, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2218 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2218, a bill to provide for the 
award of a military service medal to 
members of the Armed Forces who 
were exposed to ionizing radiation as a 
result of participation in a test of 
atomic weapons. 

S. 2369 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2369, a bill to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide that certain 
tax planning inventions are not patent-
able, and for other purposes. 

S. 2401 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2401, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a refund 
of motor fuel excise taxes for the ac-
tual off-highway use of certain mobile 
machinery vehicles. 

S. 2543 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2543, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit taking minors 
across State lines in circumvention of 
laws requiring the involvement of par-
ents in abortion decisions. 

S. 2550 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2550, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to prohibit the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs from col-
lecting certain debts owed to the 
United States by members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans who die as 
a result of an injury incurred or aggra-
vated on active duty in a combat zone, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2578 
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2578, a bill to temporarily 
delay application of proposed changes 
to Medicaid payment rules for case 
management and targeted case man-
agement services. 

S. 2580 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2580, a bill to amend the High-
er Education Act of 1965 to improve the 
participation in higher education of, 
and to increase opportunities in em-
ployment for, residents of rural areas. 

S. 2595 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2595, a bill to create a national li-
censing system for residential mort-
gage loan originators, to develop min-
imum standards of conduct to be en-
forced by State regulators, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2596 
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2596, a bill to rescind funds appro-
priated by the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2008, for the City of Berke-
ley, California, and any entities lo-
cated in such city, and to provide that 
such funds shall be transferred to the 
Operation and Maintenance, Marine 
Corps account of the Department of 
Defense for the purposes of recruiting. 

S. 2618 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) and the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. CLINTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2618, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
for research with respect to various 
forms of muscular dystrophy, including 
Becker, congenital, distal, Duchenne, 
Emery-Dreifuss Facioscapulohumeral, 
limb-girdle, myotonic, and 
oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophies. 

S. 2625 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2625, a bill to ensure that 
deferred Department of Veterans Af-

fairs disability benefits that are re-
ceived in a lump sum amount or in pro-
spective monthly amounts, be excluded 
from consideration as annual income 
when determining eligibility for low- 
income housing programs. 

S. 2627 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2627, a bill to provide for a biennial 
budget process and a biennial appro-
priations process and to enhance over-
sight and the performance of the Fed-
eral Government. 

S. 2633 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2633, a bill to provide for the 
safe redeployment of United States 
troops from Iraq. 

S. 2634 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2634, a bill to require a report 
setting forth the global strategy of the 
United States to combat and defeat al 
Qaeda and its affiliates. 

S. RES. 439 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 439, a resolution ex-
pressing the strong support of the Sen-
ate for the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization to enter into a Membership 
Action Plan with Georgia and Ukraine. 

S. RES. 449 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 449, a resolution 
condemning in the strongest possible 
terms President of Iran Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s statements regarding 
the State of Israel and the Holocaust 
and calling for all member States of 
the United Nations to do the same. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3893 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3893 proposed to S. 
1200, a bill to amend the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act to revise and 
extend the Act. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3896 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK) and the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 3896 proposed to S. 1200, a bill 
to amend the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act to revise and extend the 
Act. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3967 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
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(Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
3967 intended to be proposed to S. 2483, 
a bill to authorize certain programs 
and activities in the Forest Service, 
the Department of the Interior, and the 
Department of Energy, and for other 
purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4023 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS), the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. HARKIN), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from 
New York (Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4023 proposed to S. 1200, a bill to amend 
the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act to revise and extend the Act. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. KOHL: 
S. 2638. A bill to change the date for 

regularly scheduled Federal elections 
and establish polling place hours; to 
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration. 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today I 
rise to introduce the Weekend Voting 
Act. This legislation will change the 
day for Congressional and Presidential 
elections from the first Tuesday in No-
vember to the first weekend in Novem-
ber. This legislation is nearly identical 
to legislation that I first proposed in 
1997. 

Currently, we are in the midst of the 
most serious business of our democ-
racy—the primary elections to select 
the nominees to be our next President. 
We all want every eligible voter to par-
ticipate and cast a vote. But recent 
elections have Shown us that unneeded 
obstacles are preventing citizens from 
exercising their franchise. The debacle 
of defective ballots and voting methods 
in Florida in the 2000 election galva-
nized Congress into passing major elec-
tion reform legislation. The Help 
American Vote Act, which was enacted 
into law in 2002, was an important step 
forward in establishing minimum 
standards for States in the administra-
tion of Federal elections and in pro-
viding funds to replace outdated voting 
systems and improve election adminis-
tration. However, there is much that 
still needs to be done. 

With more and more voters needing 
to cast their ballots on election day, 
we need to build on the movement 
which already exists to make it easier 
for Americans to cast their ballots by 
providing alternatives to voting on just 
one election day. Twenty-eight States, 
including my own State of Wisconsin, 
now permit any registered voter to 

vote by absentee ballot. These States 
constitute nearly half of the voting age 
citizens of the U.S. Thirty-one States 
permit in-person early voting at elec-
tion offices or at other satellite loca-
tions. The State of Oregon now con-
ducts statewide elections completely 
by mail. These innovations are critical 
if we are to conduct fair elections, for 
it has become unreasonable to expect 
that a Nation of 300 million people can 
line up at the same time and cast their 
ballots at the same time. And if we 
continue to try to do so, we will en-
counter even more reports of broken 
machines and long lines in the rain and 
registration errors that create barriers 
to voting. 

That is why I have been a long-time 
advocate of moving our Federal elec-
tion day from the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November to the 
first weekend in November. Holding 
our Federal elections on a weekend 
will create more opportunities for vot-
ers to cast their ballots and will help 
end the gridlock at the polling places 
which threaten to undermine our elec-
tions. 

Under this bill, polls would be open 
nationwide for a uniform period of time 
from 10 a.m. Saturday eastern time to 
6 p.m. Sunday eastern time. Polls in all 
time zones would in the 48 contiguous 
States also open and close at this time. 
Election officials would be permitted 
to close polls during the overnight 
hours if they determine it would be in-
efficient to keep them open. Because 
the polls would be open on both Satur-
day and Sunday, they also would not 
interfere with religious observances. 

Keeping polls open the same hours 
across the continental U.S. also ad-
dresses the challenge of keeping results 
on one side of the country, or even a 
State, from influencing voting in 
places where polls are still open. Mov-
ing elections to the weekend will ex-
pand the pool of buildings available for 
polling stations and people available to 
work at the polls, addressing the crit-
ical shortage of poll workers. 

Most important, weekend voting has 
the potential to increase voter turnout 
by giving all voters ample opportunity 
to get to the polls without creating a 
national holiday. There is already evi-
dence that holding elections on a non-
working day can increase voter turn-
out. In one survey of 44 democracies, 29 
held elections on holidays or weekends 
and in all these cases voter turnout 
surpassed our country’s voter partici-
pation rates. 

In 2001, the National Commission on 
Federal Election Reform recommended 
that we move our federal election day 
to a national holiday, in particular 
Veterans Day. As expected, the pro-
posal was not well received among vet-
erans and I do not endorse such a 
move, but I share the Commission’s 
goal of moving election day to a non-
working day. 

Since the mid 19th century, election 
day has been on the first Tuesday of 
November. Ironically, this date was se-
lected because it was convenient for 
voters. Tuesdays were traditionally 
court day, and landowning voters were 
often coming to town anyway. 

Just as the original selection of our 
national voting day was done for voter 
convenience, we must adapt to the 
changes in our society to make voting 
easier for the regular family. We have 
outgrown our Tuesday voting day tra-
dition, a tradition better left behind to 
a bygone horse and buggy era. In to-
day’s America, 60 percent of all house-
holds have two working adults. Since 
most polls in the United States are 
open only 12 hours on a Tuesday, from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m., voters often have only 
one or two hours to vote. As we have 
seen in recent elections, long lines in 
many polling places have kept some 
voters waiting much longer than one or 
2 hours. If voters have children, and are 
dropping them off at day care, or if 
they have a long work commute, there 
is just not enough time in a workday 
to vote. 

With long lines and chaotic polling 
places becoming the unacceptable 
norm in many communities, we have 
an obligation to reform how our Nation 
votes. If we are to grant all Americans 
an equal opportunity to participate in 
the electoral process, and to elect our 
representatives in this great democ-
racy, then we must be willing to reex-
amine all aspects of voting in America. 
Changing our election day to a week-
end may seem like a change of great 
magnitude. Given the stakes—the in-
tegrity of future elections and full par-
ticipation by as many Americans as 
possible—I hope my colleagues will rec-
ognize it as a common sense proposal 
whose time has come. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2638 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Weekend 
Voting Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CHANGE IN CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION 

DAY TO SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
Section 25 of the Revised Statutes (2 U.S.C. 

7) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 25. The first Saturday and Sunday 

after the first Friday in November, in every 
even numbered year, are established as the 
days for the election, in each of the States 
and Territories of the United States, of Rep-
resentatives and Delegates to the Congress 
commencing on the 3d day of January there-
after.’’. 
SEC. 3. CHANGE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

DAY TO SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
Section 1 of title 3, United States Code, is 

amended by striking ‘‘Tuesday next after the 
first Monday’’ and inserting ‘‘first Saturday 
and Sunday after the first Friday’’. 
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