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the cultural and historical significance 
of the Chinese New Year, held annually 
on the first day of the first lunar 
month of the Chinese calendar. 

For the approximately 3.5 million 
Chinese-Americans currently living in 
the United States, the Chinese New 
Year represents one of the most impor-
tant times for families and friends to 
get together and celebrate their rich 
cultural history. In my home county, 
Clark County, NV, thousands of Chi-
nese-Americans, and Asian-Americans 
of various nationalities and ethnicities, 
recently celebrated the inception of 
the Year of the Rat. 

In fact, February 7, 2008, of our cal-
endar, the date on which the Year of 
the Rat began, marked the beginning 
of year 4705 of the Chinese calendar. I 
am so proud to recognize and offer my 
best wishes to all those Nevadans and 
Americans who have followed in the 
footsteps of so many past generations 
to observe this 2-week long festival, 
which culminates in the Lantern Fes-
tival to be held on the fifteenth day of 
the first lunar month. 

Throughout this 15-day celebration, 
many members of Nevada’s Chinese- 
American community will take this 
opportunity to spend time with their 
families and engage in traditional ac-
tivities, such as the dragon and lion 
dances. To all of my friends back in 
Clark County, and throughout Nevada 
as a whole who observe this holiday, I 
wish you a joyous and prosperous New 
Year. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
and any statements related to the reso-
lution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 457) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 457 

Whereas the Chinese New Year is cele-
brated on the second new moon following the 
winter solstice; 

Whereas February 7, 2008, marks the first 
day of the Chinese New Year for 2008, also 
known as the Year of the Rat or the Year of 
Wu Zi; 

Whereas the Chinese New Year festivities 
begin on the first day of the first lunar 
month and end 15 days later with the cele-
bration of the Lantern Festival; 

Whereas there are approximately 3,500,000 
Chinese-Americans in the United States, 
many of whom will be commemorating this 
important occasion; 

Whereas this day will be marked by cele-
brations throughout our country as Chinese- 
Americans gather to watch the dragon and 
lion dances; and 

Whereas the United States Postal Service 
will debut a new stamp series for the 12 ani-
mals in the Chinese calendar on February 9, 
2008, with the series continuing through 2019: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the cultural and historical 

significance of the Chinese New Year or 
Spring Festival; 

(2) in observance of the Chinese New Year, 
expresses its deepest respect for Chinese- 
Americans and all those throughout the 
world who will be celebrating this signifi-
cant occasion; and 

(3) wishes Chinese-Americans and all those 
who observe this holiday a happy and pros-
perous new year. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONAL AD-
JOURNMENT OR RECESS OF THE 
HOUSE AND SENATE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to 
the immediate consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 293. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows. 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 293) 

providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 293) was agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 293 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday, 
February 14, 2008, on a motion offered pursu-
ant to this concurrent resolution by its Ma-
jority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 2 p.m. on Friday, February 15, 
2008, or until the time of any reassembly pur-
suant to section 2 of this concurrent resolu-
tion, whichever occurs first; that when the 
House adjourns on the legislative day of Fri-
day, February 15, 2008, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, February 
19, 2008, or until the time of any reassembly 
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; that when the 
House adjourns on the legislative day of 
Tuesday, February 19, 2008, on a motion of-
fered pursuant to this concurrent resolution 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, it 
stand adjourned until noon on Thursday, 
February 21, 2008, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first; 
that when the House adjourns on the legisla-
tive day of Thursday, February 21, 2008, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on 
Monday, February 25, 2008, or until the time 
of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of 
this concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 
first; and that when the Senate recesses or 
adjourns on any day from Friday, February 
15, 2008, through Friday, February 22, 2008, on 
a motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-

ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until 
noon on Monday, February 25, 2008, or such 
other time on that day as may be specified in 
the motion to recess or adjourn, or until the 
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
pursuant to section 5 of title I of Divi-
sion H of Public Law 110–161, appoints 
the following Senator as vice chairman 
of the U.S.-Japan Interparliamentary 
Group conference for the 110th Con-
gress: the Senator from Alaska, Mr. 
STEVENS. 

The Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic Leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 110–161, appoints 
the following individuals to serve as 
members of the National Commission 
on Children and Disasters: Mark Shriv-
er of Maryland and Sheila Leslie of Ne-
vada. 

The Chair, on behalf of the President 
pro tempore, pursuant to the provi-
sions of 2 U.S.C. Sec. 1151, as amended, 
appoints the following individual to 
the Board of Trustees of the Open 
World Leadership Center: the Senator 
from Mississippi, Mr. WICKER. 

The Chair, on behalf of the President 
pro tempore, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 100–702, reappoints 
the following individual to the Federal 
Judicial Center Foundation Board: 
John B. White, Jr., of South Carolina. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
REPORT 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that Senate committees may report 
legislative and Executive Calendar 
business, notwithstanding a recess or 
adjournment of the Senate, on Friday, 
February 22, 2008, from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT AUTHORIZATION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that notwithstanding 
the recess or adjournment of the Sen-
ate, the President of the Senate, the 
President of the Senate pro tempore, 
and the majority and minority leaders 
be authorized to make appointments to 
commissions, committees, boards, con-
ferences, or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by 
order of the Senate. 
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