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READY AND ABLE 

As difficult as the Kimball Award is to get, 
it is not difficult to understand how the sta-
tion achieved the honor. Speaking to the 
personnel offers a glimpse of the profes-
sionalism, pride, and dedication which 
courses through the ranks. They understand 
that the award represents more than passing 
an exam on a specific day. They know an en-
gine leak, a poorly maintained pump, or a 
navigation error may mean points deducted 
from the Kimball award grade sheet. ‘‘They 
watch us plot position, lay down courses,’’ 
said Petty Officer Nelligan. ‘‘How we orga-
nize the crew, how we get our boat set up, 
how we’re going to respond. They’re pretty 
much testing everything that could possible 
go wrong.’’ 

The unit also realizes these things can 
mean life or death when it’s not a drill. ‘‘We 
are a search and rescue station,’’ said Petty 
Officer Nelligan. ‘‘It’s the middle of the 
night, it’s the middle of the day, during a 
meal, those are the times you really have to 
snap to and get the boats ready.’’ 

Petty Officer Nelligan joined the Coast 
Guard shortly after the September 11, 2001 
attacks on the World Trade Center in New 
York City. ‘‘I wanted to be involved in some 
branch of the service that I knew was going 
to protect my family, and this country,’’ 
said the Dennis native. 

Petty Officer Robertson, who grew up in 
Wrentham, is a six-year veteran of the Coast 
Guard. He flashes a broad grin when recall-
ing the day Chief Barr told the assembled 
crew that they had won the Kimball Award. 
‘‘Definitely a lot of big smiles and high 
fives,’’ he said. 

Petty Officer Robertson likes the 
Menemsha assignment so much, he asked to 
extend his duty an extra year. ‘‘I like the 
whole Island vibe, the whole atmosphere,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We have a blast in the summer, we 
have a really tight-knit crew here. We work 
hard and play hard.’’ 

The pride carries over to the town of 
Chilmark, which has come to think of the 
station as its own. ‘‘They are an integral 
part of our community,’’ said Chilmark se-
lectman Frank Fenner Jr., who along with 
selectman Riggs Parker, and a large contin-
gent of town officers, police officers, resi-
dents, attended the morning ceremony. ‘‘I’m 
proud that this station is doing so well.’’ 
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HORRIFIC ATTACK ON BAGHDAD 
MARKET 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart. On February 1, 
2008, two young women with developmental 
disabilities walked into a Baghdad market, 
most likely unaware that they were being used 
as walking bombs, about to be remotely deto-
nated. 

In a horrific and coordinated attack, these 
vulnerable women lost their lives, along with 
more than 70 other innocent bystanders. 

As the godfather of a young boy who has 
developmental disabilities and as a strong ad-
vocate for that community, it is my hope that 
we continue to fight against the exploitation of 
these heroic people anywhere in the world. 

This horrific attack is the latest demonstra-
tion of the kind of uncivilized evil that we are 

confronting in the war on terror. We have even 
heard rumors this week that young children 
are being used by these terrorists. What kind 
of human being would stoop to this level to 
achieve their aims? 

Madam Speaker, this event should serve as 
an example why our Nation must continue to 
protect the rights of the innocent and to con-
tinue to preserve freedom for everyone. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEBBIE HALEY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
a longtime civic and political leader from East 
Houston—Debbie Haley of Terrell—who died 
recently at the age of 72. Mrs. Haley was an 
outstanding citizen who devoted a lifetime to 
helping those in her community, and she will 
be missed by all those who knew her. 

Leona Deborah Penn Haley was born on 
February 24, 1935, in Queens, a borough of 
New York City, the daughter of Edward and 
Rella Penn. She was a graduate of Queens 
College. From 1958 to 1966, Haley taught in 
elementary schools in New York and Nash-
ville, TN. In 1968, Haley and her husband, a 
physician, moved to Houston. 

Mrs. Haley emphasized education as the 
key to advancing minority interests. Founder 
of the Texas Black Caucus, in 1976, she was 
a delegate to the Democratic National Con-
vention. 

Debbie Haley was also a president of the 
Cultural Arts Council of Houston and Harris 
County. For years, she also was a board 
member of the United Negro College Fund. 

Madam Speaker, Debbie Haley’s commit-
ment to her community, her legacy of gen-
erosity, and her selflessness serve as an ex-
ample to all Americans. It is people like 
Debbie, working together in communities in 
Texas that make our Nation so great. We can 
celebrate the power of one individual, Debbie 
Haley, by bringing the best out of all us in our 
neighbors, our community, and our Nation. 

In addition to her son Anthony, survivors in-
clude her husband, Ronald Haley of Houston; 
two other sons, Sean Haley of Pearland and 
Kyle Haley of North Hollywood, Calif.; and a 
daughter, Rhonda Sewell of Sugar Land. 

She was well-loved and well-respected in 
Houston and Texas, and she will be missed 
by all those who knew her. Madam Speaker, 
I am honored today to pay a final tribute to 
this outstanding community leader, Debbie 
Haley. 
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HONORING MR. VIC TRUJILLO 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Mr. Vic Trujillo for 
receiving the ‘‘7-Everyday Hero’’ award. I am 

pleased to recognize his service and the many 
contributions he has made to our community. 

For the last 12 years, Lions Club member 
Vic Trujillo and his wife Ida volunteered side 
by side. Their dedication to the community 
blossomed into a program to prevent neigh-
bors from going hungry while empowering 
youth to help others. Mr. Trujillo has continued 
the family’s commitment to community service 
even after his wife’s passing. 

Partnering with schools in the tri-town area 
of Firestone, Frederick, and Dacono, the Tru-
jillos have created a canned-good competition 
in which area schools compete to collect the 
most canned goods. Prairie Ridge Elementary 
School won the most recent competition—col-
lecting well over 4,000 canned food items. 
With the cans from other schools, this pro-
gram fills the tri-town food closets each year— 
providing about 60 families with donated food 
every month. For people who do not have 
homes or food, this service is life-saving. To 
augment the canned resources, Mr. Trujillo 
has also encouraged these schools to sponsor 
a community bingo game. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in congratulating Mr. Vic Trujillo for 
his exceptional community work and to ex-
press our appreciation for his efforts. I’m 
proud to acknowledge his reception of the ‘‘7- 
Everyday Hero’’ award and wish him good 
health, happiness, and success in his future 
endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. HULSHOF. Madam Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 12, 2008, I was unavoidably detained 
and missed votes. Listed below are the votes 
I missed and how I would have voted had I 
been there. 

H. Res. 954, rollcall No. 43—Honoring the 
life of senior Border Patrol agent Luis A. 
Aguilar, who lost his life in the line of duty 
near Yuma, Arizona, on January 19, 2008. 
Had I been here, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

H. Res. 909, rollcall No. 44—Commemo-
rating the courage of the Haitian soldiers that 
fought for American independence in the 
‘‘Siege of Savannah’’ and for Haiti’s independ-
ence and renunciation of slavery. Had I been 
here, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

H. Con. Res. 281, rollcall No. 45—Cele-
brating the birth of Abraham Lincoln and rec-
ognizing the prominence the Declaration of 
Independence played in the development of 
Abraham Lincoln’s beliefs. Had I been here, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING JOHN MIKOLAJCIK, OF 
AMERICAN CANYON, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize John 
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Mikolajcik in honor of his service to the city 
and people of American Canyon, California. 

Mr. Mikolajcik was bom in Cohoes, New 
York, on April 30, 1921. He received his call 
of duty a day after Pearl Harbor. He enlisted 
in the United States Marine Corps, where he 
served 41⁄2 years as a mess sergeant. In 1954 
he built and opened the Mid City Nursery in 
American Canyon, a nursery which has contin-
ued to flourish throughout the years. He began 
his career of public service when he was ap-
pointed to the American Canyon School 
Board, which was consolidated into the Napa 
Valley Unified School District, serving a total 
of 22 years. Thanks to the guidance of Mr. 
Mikolajcik, American Canyon now has three 
elementary schools, two middle schools and a 
high school projected to open in the near fu-
ture. 

Mr. Mikolajcik was a strong proponent of 
American Canyon during his tenure on the 
Napa City Council, where he served two terms 
from 1980 to 1988. Mr. Mikolajcik was at the 
forefront of the negotiations to integrate Amer-
ican Canyon into Napa County, and in 1992 
that goal was achieved. He continued in his 
civic efforts and served one term on the Napa 
County Planning Commission, where he was 
involved in the formation of a volunteer fire de-
partment and a water and recreation district. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we thank John Mikolajcik for his 
years of dedication and service on behalf of 
the Napa Valley. He has been a model citizen 
and leader in American Canyon and his pres-
ence there has enriched the lives of everyone 
in our community. 

f 

COMMENDING DR. KHEM 
AGGARWAL FOR HIS CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate Dr. Khem Aggarwal for 
his outstanding contributions to the field of 
higher education. 

Dr. Aggarwal has been an educator in high-
er education for over 50 years, having served 
in his homeland, India, for 13 years, at the 
University of Wisconsin, Whitewater, Wis., 
from 1983 to 1986, Temple University, Phila-
delphia, Pa., from 1981 to 1983, and currently 
serving as Professor of Mathematics at Lou-
isiana State University at Alexandria, Alexan-
dria, La., where he has been teaching since 
1986. 

Dr. Aggarwal has made a tremendous im-
pact on the achievements and successes of 
students who have enrolled in his college 
courses. His first priority has and continues to 
be ensuring the academic development of his 
students, as evidenced by time spent with 
them both inside and outside of the classroom 
setting. 

Throughout his tenure at Louisiana State 
University at Alexandria, alumnae as well as 
university graduates have consistently re-
ported how Dr. Aggarwal contributed to their 
success in their chosen career fields. More-

over, his colleagues regard him as an excel-
lent professor and deem him a gracious and 
grateful person deserving of recognition and 
honor for his active role in the advancement of 
higher education. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in commending Dr. Khem Aggarwal for his 
exceptional contributions and remarkable influ-
ence on the field of higher education. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GULF COPPER & 
MANUFACTURING 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, on February 
27, the Galveston Chamber of Commerce will 
present its business of the year award to Gulf 
Copper & Manufacturing Corporation, Gulf 
Copper, in recognition of the many contribu-
tions that it has made to the Galveston com-
munity. I am pleased to join my friends from 
the Galveston Chamber of Commerce in pay-
ing tribute to Gulf Copper. 

Gulf Copper is an employee-owned com-
pany that has been in existence for over 50 
years. Originally specializing in the installation 
of copper tubing on marine vessels, Gulf Cop-
per has since expanded into the offshore, mili-
tary marine, petrochemical, and industrial mar-
kets with base services including full topside 
marine repair, steel fabrication, steel and me-
chanical repair, machining, painting, and blast-
ing. These expansions of service are helping 
Gulf Cooper achieve their objective of being 
the preferred provider of marine and industrial 
fabrication and repair services in the Texas 
gulf coast. 

Gulf Copper’s customer list includes most 
major U.S. commercial ship operators as well 
as the U.S. Government Maritime Administra-
tion, Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, and the Military Sealift 
Command. 

Gulf Copper’s success has brought many 
benefits to Galveston. For example, Gulf Coo-
per is responsible for pumping a seven-digit 
revenue stream into the Port of Galveston. 
Gulf Cooper is also a source of employment 
for many residents of Galveston County. In 
June 2007, Gulf Copper Dry Dock and Rig 
Repair added an additional 683 employees to 
its already large staff. Gulf Copper has also 
helped attract London-based Rolls Royce 
Commercial Marine to the Galveston area. 

Gulf Copper also benefits the people of Gal-
veston by serving as a model of corporate 
civic involvement. The company has helped 
promote Galveston’s Oceans of Opportunities 
Job Fair and works with Galveston College to 
promote Workforce Investment Act-funded 
welding and pipe fitting classes. 

Gina Spagnola, president of the Galveston 
Chamber of Commerce, said that Gulf Copper 
deserves this award because: ‘‘They are ac-
tively involved in the Galveston community 
and have made a positive impact on both em-
ployers and workers. This chamber and the 
City of Galveston are grateful for Gulf Cop-
per’s commitment to our community.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to join the 
Galveston Chamber of Commerce in honoring 

the management and staff of Gulf Copper for 
all of their contributions to the economy and 
community of Galveston, Texas. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 43, I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING AN ADVOCATE FOR 
ARMY QUALITY OF LIFE, WIL-
LIAM A. ARMBRUSTER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a tireless public servant who has dedi-
cated much of his career to improving the 
quality of life for our soldiers and their families. 
William A. Armbruster shortly will be retiring 
from the Army as he steps down from his role 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Privatization and Partnerships. 

I first came to know Bill through the Army’s 
collaboration with myself and local officials 
over re-use issues at the former Fort Ord, 
which was closed in a BRAC action in 1991. 
More importantly, Bill was pivotal in shep-
herding plans to privatize Army housing at the 
Presidio of Monterey—now known as the Ord 
Military Community—in one of the most suc-
cessful Residential Community Initiatives ever 
undertaken in the United States. In Monterey 
there is a strong military presence including 
the Army and Navy and related agencies. 
Both services were in dire need of upgrading 
their housing to accommodate growing num-
bers of personnel. Rather than expend millions 
of dollars in rehabbing inadequate barracks 
and family quarters for soldiers and their fami-
lies who are attached to the Defense Lan-
guage Institute, Bill helped craft a first-in-the- 
nation joint RCI project between the Army and 
the Navy using private capital to leverage new 
and improved housing stock. Now not only do 
both the DLI and the Naval Postgraduate 
School have premier housing for their per-
sonnel, they have it at minimal cost to the 
Federal government. 

This is the sort of creative thinker Bill Arm-
bruster is. He uses the power of his office to 
make positive changes in his department and 
for the men and women who serve our mili-
tary. 

Even more recently Bill has been front-and- 
center on negotiating a complicated land swap 
at the former Fort Ord that, again, will result 
in much needed housing for Army personnel 
and for the first time will make available this 
housing to essential personnel attached to the 
DLI and other Federal agencies. This deal, 
colloquially known as the Stilwell Kidney ex-
change, involves the Army, the City of Sea-
side, the California State Parks system and 
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