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missed votes. Listed below are the votes I 
missed and how I would have voted had I 
been there. 

H. Res. 867, rollcall No. 29, Commending 
the Houston Dynamo soccer team for winning 
the 2007 Major League Soccer Cup: Had I 
been here, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

H. Res. 942, rollcall No. 30, Recognizing the 
significance of Black History Month: Had I 
been here, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

H. Res. 943, rollcall No. 31, Remembering 
the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster and 
honoring its crew members, who lost their 
lives on January 28, 1986: Had I been here, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING THE LOUISIANA SBDC 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 25th Anniversary 
of the Louisiana Small Business Development 
Center (Louisiana SBDC). 

For over a quarter century, the Louisiana 
SBDC, a network of nine service centers oper-
ating in Louisiana, has provided communities 
throughout the state with the means to launch 
new businesses and maintain successful exist-
ing businesses through offering consulting, 
business education classes, information re-
sources and other specialized services. 

Just in the last six years, the Louisiana 
SBDC has counseled over 25,000 entre-
preneurs, created nearly 7,000 new jobs, and 
has assisted small businesses in securing 
nearly $359 million dollars in financing. Initia-
tives such as the Louisiana SBDC with its 
track record of success are just what our na-
tion needs during this time of decline in our 
economy. This work is made possible through 
the Louisiana SBDC’s partnership with the 
U.S. Small Business Administration, Louisiana 
Economic Development, participating univer-
sities and economic development agencies. 

With the help of federal funding, The Univer-
sity of Louisiana at Monroe’s College of Busi-
ness in partnership with the Louisiana SBDC, 
is poised to develop the Northeast Louisiana 
Business and Community Development Cen-
ter. This allows the Louisiana SBDC to con-
tinue its mission in Northeast Louisiana and 
provide for greater opportunity for rural busi-
nesses. This center will be a source of entre-
preneurship expertise for rural communities in 
this area, and I expect great things for Louisi-
ana’s 5th Congressional District’s economy to 
emerge from the efforts of this center. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the 25th Anniversary of the 
LSBDC as it continues its commitment to em-
powering local citizens to reach their goals of 
establishing successful new businesses, which 
create not only a stronger Louisiana but a 
stronger national economy. 

HONORING H.O. TANNER 
TEACHERS 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, on February 21 
the Texas Delta Xi Chapter of the Honorary 
Educators Organization Alpha Delta Kappa will 
honor those Texas Delta Xi teachers who at-
tended the H.O. Tanner School in Texas, and 
then returned to teach at H.O. Tanner after 
completing their education. H.O. Tanner was 
constructed in 1900 in order to ensure that 
Texas’ segregation laws did not prevent Afri-
can-American children from obtaining a quality 
education. 

Laws dictating what schools a child can and 
cannot attend, based solely on that child’s 
race, are a shameful aspect of America’s his-
tory. It is hard to think of a better way to cele-
brate Black History Month than by honoring 
those who did not allow the burden of the ‘‘Jim 
Crow’’ laws stop them from obtaining an edu-
cation, and then used their education to serve 
the children of their community by devoting 
their lives to teaching. 

It is therefore with the greatest pleasure that 
I join Texas Delta Chapter of Alpha Delta 
Kappa in honoring Geneva Barrett, Cora 
Mack, Berniece Smith, and Sister Julia Mack, 
who taught kindergarten at the ‘‘new’’ Henry 
O. Tanner; Sister Mary Crecy, Geneva Barrett 
(both of whom will be honored posthumously), 
and Mary Dixon who taught at the original 
Henry O. Tanner School; and Sisters Julia and 
Cora Mack who attended classes on the 
‘‘new’’ H.O. Tanner campus. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 44 I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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A TRIBUTE TO JILL THOMPSON 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Jill Thompson. Mrs. 
Thompson, a registered nurse, was adminis-
trator of the Lafayette County, Missouri, Health 
Department. Sadly, Mrs. Thompson lost her 
fight with cancer on January 26, 2008. 

Mrs. Thompson was an employee at the La-
fayette County Health Department for 29 
years. She also served two terms as the rural 
health department representative from the 
Northwest District on the Partnership Council, 
was president of the Missouri Association of 
Public Health Agencies, and served on the 
board of the West Central Missouri Area 

Health Education Center. She is fondly re-
membered by her colleagues as someone 
who was incredibly dedicated to public health 
and passionate about serving her community. 

Further recognizing her commitment to pub-
lic health, Mrs. Thompson was a founding 
member of the Sounds of the Heart organiza-
tion, which raised money to place automated 
external defibrillators in locations throughout 
the community. She was also a member of the 
Cancer Assistance Relief organization. This 
organization provides cancer patients with 
rides to doctors’ appointments and hospitals. 

Friends and family will never forget her 
warm personality, dedication, and intelligence. 
Mrs. Thompson is survived by her husband 
Larry, three children, and two grandchildren. 
I’m sure Members of the House will join me in 
paying tribute to the life of Jill Thompson for 
her vision and leadership in the field of public 
health in the State of Missouri. 
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HONORING THE DEDICATION OF 
THE MARY E. SMITHEY PACE 
LEARNING CENTER 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I wish to 
honor the dedication and renaming of the 
PACE School to the Mary E. Smithey PACE 
Learning Center in Duncanville, Texas. 

On Sunday, February 17, 2008, a ceremony 
will be held honoring Mary E. Smithey for her 
many years as a teacher in the Duncanville 
school system. When Mrs. Smithey began 
teaching in Duncanville in 1946, she was one 
of eight teachers who served 287 students in 
grades one through twelve in one school 
building, now known as Central Elementary. 
Mrs. Smithey was the first retiree of the 
Duncanville Teachers Association and spoke 
highly of her career, particularly of her stu-
dents. 

Mary E. Smithey was an exemplary teacher 
who was loved and respected by her students, 
their families and her peers. Mrs. Smithey, 
along with her husband, Grady Sr., have held 
long careers in public service in their commu-
nity and the tradition continues as three of 
their grandchildren are teachers. The 
Smithey’s two sons, Grady Jr. and Gary Ervin, 
are Duncanville school graduates. 

The Mary E. Smithey PACE Learning Cen-
ter is an alternative school for students, 
grades 9 to 12, who need additional assist-
ance in their education. The smaller class 
sizes and individual learning available at this 
campus help young people gain confidence 
and success. Students study a core cur-
riculum, along with electives, on a flexible 
schedule allowing them the opportunity to 
achieve a high school diploma. 

I am honored to pay tribute to Mary E. 
Smithey and the Duncanville Independent 
School District in the dedication and renaming 
of the PACE School in her memory. The ob-
jectives of the PACE Learning Center will per-
petuate Mrs. Smithey’s legacy in education for 
many years to come. I am privileged to rep-
resent the Duncanville ISD in the 24th District 
of Texas. 
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