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from Virginia Commonwealth University, Doug-
las worked briefly for the Virginia Department 
of Social Services in Richmond, Virginia, be-
fore returning back to his native roots in south-
west Virginia. 

For the past 36 years, Douglas has been 
the director of the Washington County, Vir-
ginia, Department of Social Services. His of-
fice administers and provides annually over 
$40 million in services to citizens of Wash-
ington County. In fiscal year 2007–2008, the 
Washington County Department of Social 
Services will touch the life in some way of 
over 16,000 county citizens. Over the years, 
Douglas has served on numerous State and 
local task forces and committees that focused 
on improving the quality of life and opportuni-
ties for rural Virginians. Currently he is in-
volved in several southwest Virginia regional 
initiatives that are focused on improving the 
job skills, employment opportunity, health care 
access, and educational attainment of area 
citizens. 

Through his advocacy and public policy de-
velopment work, Douglas has worked exten-
sively with the Virginia General Assembly and 
has done some work at the Federal level. He 
has been recognized as a leader in his field 
and has received numerous awards. In 1994, 
Douglas received the President’s Award, the 
Distinguished Service Award, and a Certificate 
of Appreciation from the Virginia League of 
Social Service Executives for his work. 

Douglas’ rural upbringing has helped form 
his strong work ethic, values and community 
spirit. His warmth and eternal optimism bright-
en the lives of his family and friends. 

In 2005, Douglas graduated from the nation-
ally renowned University of Virginia’s 
Sorenson Political Leadership Institute. After 
retiring from a 43-year career in social serv-
ices, Douglas has not ruled out running for a 
political office or continuing, in some way, his 
commitment to public service. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
distinguished career of Douglas Meade and 
the outstanding public service he has given to 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 45 I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, on Thursday, February 7, 
2008, I was unavoidably detained in my Con-
gressional district. I would have voted as fol-
lows: 

Rollcall No. 32: ‘‘yes,’’ on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question; rollcall No. 33: ‘‘yes,’’ On 

Agreeing to the Resolution; rollcall No. 34: 
‘‘yes,’’ on Motion to Suspend the Rules and 
Pass H. Con. Res. 283; rollcall No. 35: ‘‘yes,’’ 
on Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass 
H.R. 4848; rollcall No. 36: ‘‘yes,’’ on Agreeing 
to the Amendment; rollcall No. 37: ‘‘yes,’’ on 
Agreeing to the Amendment; rollcall No. 38: 
‘‘yes,’’ on Agreeing to the Amendment; rollcall 
No. 39: ‘‘no,’’ on Motion to Recommit; rollcall 
No. 40: ‘‘yes,’’ on Passage of H.R. 4137; roll-
call No. 41: ‘‘yes,’’ on Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass H. Res. 947; rollcall No. 42: 
‘‘no,’’ on Agreeing to the Senate Amendment 
to H.R. 5140. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER-
FRONT BROWNFIELDS REVITAL-
IZATION ACT 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
am proud to introduce the Waterfront 
Brownfields Revitalization Act. This bill will au-
thorize a much-needed grant program to as-
sist communities that are overcoming the 
unique challenges of waterfront brownfields 
and foster innovative approaches to remedi-
ation. 

America’s industrial heritage was estab-
lished along the banks of its rivers, lakes, and 
coasts. Our Nation’s vast and interconnected 
natural water system helped provide the 
power that fueled our rise to international 
prominence, and allowed us to move our man-
ufactured goods efficiently to all corners of the 
country. However, that legacy also includes 
many decades of environmental contamination 
on the waterfront. Abandoned factories, dilapi-
dated mills and underutilized ports can be 
found along the shores of many metropolitan 
areas. As localities seek to reconnect with 
their waterfronts and revitalize their down-
towns, brownfield barriers threaten to derail 
community efforts to create jobs, promote rec-
reational opportunities, restore the ecology, in-
crease tourism, and grow their tax base. 

Waterfront brownfields present challenges 
beyond typical environmental assessment and 
cleanup projects. Hydrology, water quality, 
wetlands, endangered species, habitat, 
dredged materials, flooding, environmental in-
frastructure, navigation, and other consider-
ations must be carefully addressed so as not 
to exacerbate existing site contamination. 
Typically, waterfront brownfields require the in-
volvement of multiple governmental agencies. 
As such, waterfront brownfields require special 
attention and resources to overcome their 
larger hurdles. 

In my own district, the city of Rochester, 
NY, is currently working to revitalize its beau-
tiful waterfront, while attempting to cope with 
the unique challenges that waterfront 
brownfields present. The city is undertaking a 
major community revitalization strategy to re-
develop its port and waterfront area into a 
mixed use development, which will include 
housing, commercial, retail, and educational 
uses, enhanced recreation, new parks and 
open space, and improved public access to 

Lake Ontario, the Genesee River and the sur-
rounding ecosystem. However, because the 
Port of Rochester was used extensively for in-
dustrial purposes from the late 1800s into the 
first half of the 20th century, significant envi-
ronmental remediation will be required prior to 
redevelopment. 

Initial investigations have found that more 
than 10 acres of the site contain up to several 
feet of slag from a former iron works. Portions 
of the site are impacted from petroleum re-
leases and unsuitable fill materials. Old Gen-
esee River deposits on the site and bank sedi-
ments have been shown to contain high levels 
of heavy metals cadmium and silver as well as 
pesticides and furans. The marina must also 
be dredged. Before the waterfront reuse can 
proceed, the Port of Rochester must first ad-
dress an estimated $500,000 in environmental 
assessment issues related to contaminated 
sediments, beneficial reuse of sediments, 
groundwater contamination, and waste charac-
terization related to the construction of the ma-
rina—and an unknown level of remediation. 

Madam Speaker, Rochester is not alone in 
facing these types of complicated and expen-
sive challenges to redevelopment. Cities all 
across the country are dealing with similar 
roadblocks as they try to engage incorporate 
waterfront real estate into their redevelopment 
plans, from Yuma, AZ, and Portland, OR, in 
the west, to Savannah, GA, and Philadelphia, 
PA, in the east, and almost everywhere in be-
tween where lakes and rivers exist. 

My bill recognizes that the Federal Govern-
ment can be an effective partner to commu-
nities interested in reconnecting with their wa-
terfronts. Specifically, this legislation would au-
thorize the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to establish a waterfront brownfields 
pilot demonstration program to provide local-
ities and other eligible entities with up to 
$500,000 to assess and clean up waterfront 
brownfields. The bill would also establish an 
interagency taskforce on waterfront 
brownfields restoration to identify barriers and 
potential solutions to waterfront brownfields re-
vitalization, and seek methods for Federal 
interagency collaboration on such projects. 

As cities across the country struggle to 
thrive in a changing global economy, and as 
our domestic manufacturing continues to di-
minish, it is imperative that Congress do all 
that it can to help these cities redevelop and 
succeed. Industrialization and manufacturing 
helped make this country the power that it is 
today, but as manufacturing has moved over-
seas it has not only taken jobs and changed 
the economic base of many industrial cities, it 
has also left behind decades of contamination. 
This legislation will give these cities the sup-
port they need to redevelop in an environ-
mentally safe way, and utilize their waterfront 
as an incredible economic asset. 
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