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I urge all my colleagues to not only remem-

ber Rafiq Hariri and his sacrifice but to speak 
out in support of the legitimate democratic as-
pirations of the people of Lebanon. They want 
only what we enjoy every day—a free, sov-
ereign and democratic state, the servant only 
of its own people and the master of its own 
destiny. It’s worth fighting for. 
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HONORING THE HIROSHIMA- 
NAGASAKI A-BOMB EXHIBITION 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Hiroshima-Nagasaki A- 
bomb Exhibition at the Wisconsin Capitol ro-
tunda. Because of the dedicated efforts of a 
coalition of Madison organizations, the Hiro-
shima-Nagasaki A-bomb Exhibition Com-
mittee, and the Hiroshima Peace Culture 
Foundation, this exhibition has made an in-
credibly important contribution toward edu-
cating Wisconsinites and our country about 
the devastation in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
caused by nuclear weapons. 

I am heartened by the mission of these or-
ganizations to spread peace and international 
understanding and grateful to the citizens of 
Madison who helped bring this vital message 
to our Capitol. I further commend the Exhibi-
tion’s goal to raise awareness about abol-
ishing nuclear weapons. This is an issue that 
demands our close attention. 

I want to take this opportunity to reaffirm my 
support for nonproliferation strategies de-
signed to eliminate weapons of mass destruc-
tion from U.S. and worldwide arsenals. I 
strongly support the Treaty on the Non-
proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which 
sets forth objectives to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons and weapons technology 
and further the goal of achieving nuclear disar-
mament. I also believe we need to terminate 
efforts to enhance U.S. military capabilities of 
the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

My thanks go out to the citizens and organi-
zations of Wisconsin who have dared to imag-
ine peace and help make it a reality. 
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CONGRATULATING ROB COGORNO 
ON HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Rob Cogorno, who will 
soon be leaving his Congressional career here 
in the House of Representatives for new op-
portunities off of Capitol Hill. 

Rob’s formal title is Floor Director for the 
Majority Leader, but he is truly a servant of 
this institution. Rob has worked for several 
Members of Congress over his 25-year Capitol 
Hill career, but the reality is that he has truly 
served both this institution and the ideals that 
make it what it is. 

As a former Congressional staffer, I recog-
nize the value of our staff. We would not be 
who we are and our country would not be 
where it is without, in part, our dedicated, 
smart and hardworking staff. Throughout his 
career in the House, Rob has served both the 
individual Members of Congress he worked for 
and all the Members of Congress of this insti-
tution. 

Rob is a strategist. He’s a master of the 
procedures that make the House run. He 
knows what makes the Democratic Caucus 
tick. He knows how the various groups that 
make up our Caucus think. He did more than 
make the trains run on time or make sure that 
we, as Members of Congress, had an outlet 
for our various requests. He gave us his un-
varnished opinion, in his calm, easy-going, 
unflappable way, and at times, he was on the 
receiving end of some very ‘‘spirited’’ rants 
and complaints from Members of Congress 
and their staff. But he always behaved profes-
sionally and always worked for what he 
thought was right. 

Rob’s knowledge and experience will not be 
easily filled. But more importantly, there will 
not be another Rob Cogorno in this institution. 
Yes, there will be other staffers who will fill his 
role, but Rob cannot be replaced. 

The House is losing one of its own—some-
one who loves and respects this institution; 
someone who not only believes in the ideals 
that make up the Democratic party but also 
believes in fairness for all who make up this 
body; and someone who has worked every 
single day to make our country and this world 
a better place. 

Rob—you will be missed, but you won’t be 
forgotten. I appreciate what you’ve done for 
this institution and for the Nation, and I thank 
you for your hard work and dedication. Good 
luck in the next phase of your professional life. 
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HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NAGORNO 
KARABAKH FREEDOM MOVE-
MENT 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, I join today 
with many of my colleagues in extending my 
congratulations to the people of Nagorno 
Karabakh on the anniversary of the Nagorno 
Karabakh Freedom Movement. 

On February 20, 1988, the people of 
Nagorno Karabakh officially petitioned the So-
viet government to reunite with Armenia and 
reverse the injustice perpetrated by the Soviet 
dictator, Joseph Stalin. 

This peaceful and legal request was met 
with violent reaction by the Soviet and Azer-
baijani leadership and escalated into full mili-
tary aggression against Nagorno Karabakh. 
The people of Nagorno Karabakh bravely de-
fended their right to live in freedom on their 
ancestral land. 

Today, Nagorno Karabakh continues to 
strengthen its statehood with a democratically 
elected government, a capable defense force, 
and an independent foreign policy. 

I stand with the people of Nagorno 
Karabakh in celebrating their continuing free-
dom and democracy. 
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HONORING STEVEN J. BREEZE 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Centralia, Illinois native Steven J. 
Breeze on being awarded the United States 
Air Force Distinguished Flying Cross and upon 
his promotion to Lieutenant Colonel. 

Lt. Col. Breeze was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross for his role in a March 
22, 2003 mission during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. His low level flight lasted 3 hours, cov-
ering 590 miles. His skills saved 58 lives and 
delivered an assault force on time to their des-
tination. 

I am proud to recognize Lt. Col. Breeze for 
his service to the United States of America. I 
join a grateful Nation in thanking him for his 
service and congratulating him on this award. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBIN HAYES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, on February 
13, 2008, I was unable to participate in the fol-
lowing votes. If I had been present, I would 
have voted as follows; 

Rollcall vote 43, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
Rollcall vote 44, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
Rollcall vote 45, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
regret that I was unavoidably absent yesterday 
afternoon, February 13, on very urgent busi-
ness. Had I been present for the five votes 
which occurred yesterday, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 976, rollcall vote No. 48; I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 976, roll-
call vote No. 49; I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
H. Res. 976, rollcall vote No. 50; I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 976, rollcall vote No. 
51; and I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on Motion to 
Adjourn, rollcall vote No. 52. 
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COMMEMORATING THE OPENING 
OF THE DENTON COUNTY AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN MUSEUM 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the opening of the 
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