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those. What I am going to get into and 
simply respond to these observations is 
that we believe the country is pro-
tected. We believe that in terms of all 
of those al Qaeda objects that you 
make reference to, I hope and presume, 
I do not know, I have no secret infor-
mation that I’m disclosing, but I would 
be shocked and dismayed and deeply 
disappointed if at this point in time 
the administration did not have in 
place orders that covered at least from 
now until August of this year, which is 
when we last authorized this bill, the 
Protect America Act, and under which 
the administration could have gotten 
authority which would have lasted for 
a full year. So those orders are still in 
place, they will not lapse, and it will be 
no impediment to further interception 
of those communications. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Reclaiming 
my time, and I appreciate those com-
ments. There’s clearly a difference of 
opinion. Just to set the record 
straight, it’s important that this House 
and the Nation know that 34 of your 
Members voted not to extend for 21 
days, a little greater number than the 
21. 

Mr. HOYER. If the gentleman will 
yield, a lot of them didn’t believe that 
the act ought to be in place, you under-
stand, at all. 

Mr. PRICE or Georgia. I appreciate 
that, because I was about to make that 
point. The objection to the extension 
comes from both the left and the right. 
It’s not that we thought you would 
blink. We could not believe that the 
majority would not live up to its pri-
mary responsibility, which we perceive 
as making certain that this Nation is 
protected. That’s what we believed. 

This House, Mr. Speaker, has adopted 
billions and trillions of dollars worth of 
spending in less time than it would 
have taken this week to come to con-
ference and reach an agreement. We’re 
here on Friday. We’re ready to go. We 
are ready to go, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. HOYER. I believe the gentleman 
is speaking about when you were in 
charge, passing those trillions of dol-
lars in very short periods of time. We 
took a longer time, as you may recall. 
I think you were responsible, as a mat-
ter of fact, for some of that time that 
we spent. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. And I appre-
ciate that, Mr. Leader. We slowed that 
down a little bit and hopefully we 
spent a little less. 

Mr. HOYER. Right. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I appreciate 

that. But our side looks at the world 
and sees Hezbollah challenging Israel 
to open war. We look at the world and 
we see al Qaeda threatening to assas-
sinate the Filipino President. We look 
at the world in, I believe, realistic 
eyes, and we cannot believe that this 
House will leave this Nation exposed to 
threats in this time in our history. It 
just is astounding to us. 

And so I rise, Mr. Speaker, to reserve 
the right to object, because I believe 
strongly that the majority of Members 
of this House, if given the opportunity, 
would support the bill that came from 
the Senate. 

I am pleased to yield under the res-
ervation to my friend from California. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. To underscore that point, as the 
gentleman from Maryland knows, a let-
ter was sent by 21 Members on your 
side of the aisle to the Speaker asking 
that the Senate bill be presented and 
stating that they would support it in 
whole if it were presented on the floor. 
Now, again, I’m not a math major, but 
21 on your side and virtually everyone 
on our side perhaps, with the exception 
of three, certainly adds up to a major-
ity in this House. 

So, if the question is would the House 
be given the time to work its will, the 
statement of support on your side of 
the aisle in written form from your 
membership sufficient to create a ma-
jority in this House shows that we had 
the will if given the opportunity to 
support a bill coming out of the Senate 
which responded affirmatively to the 
presentation made by Admiral McCon-
nell. 

I again understand the gentleman 
from Maryland disagrees with the ad-
miral, disagrees with the assessment, 
but the fact of the matter is a majority 
in this House disagrees with the gen-
tleman from Maryland. They specifi-
cally said in their letter that all of the 
specific aspects of the bill about which 
they were concerned were taken care of 
by the Rockefeller-Bond bill and would 
support it if it were presented here on 
the floor and said a key part of that 
was the inclusion of the immunity for 
those companies who had assisted this 
Nation. And, remember, it’s not a blan-
ket immunity. It is an immunity only 
if they acted in good faith at the re-
quest of the United States Government 
from 9/11 up until the present time. 
That is not a blanket immunity, and 
that’s what we are confronted with 
here, a failure to allow us just to vote 
it on the floor. We could debate it then 
and the gentleman from Maryland and 
his minority of Members, a strong mi-
nority but a minority of Members who 
believe the admiral is wrong would 
have their opportunity to debate and 
attempt to persuade the majority of 
Members who have already indicated 
that they support the admiral’s posi-
tion and believe that we should follow 
on that support with actual legislation. 

So that’s the point I think that 
ought not to be lost here. It’s not that 
we’re not in charge or you’re in charge. 
It’s a question of whether the leader-
ship will allow the majority of the 
House of Representatives to work its 
will on probably the most important 
issue facing the American people at the 
present time. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Reclaiming 
my time, I appreciate that and I appre-
ciate, Mr. Speaker, the indulgence of 
the House in allowing this debate to go 
forward which I think has been impor-
tant. 

I withdraw my reservation. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following 
titles: 

H.R. 1216. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to issue regulations to re-
duce the incidence of child injury and death 
occurring inside or outside of light motor ve-
hicles, and for other purposes. 

H. Con. Res. 293. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 5 of title I of divi-
sion H of Public Law 110–161, the Chair, 
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the following Senator as Vice 
Chairman of the U.S.-Japan Inter-
parliamentary Group conference for 
the One Hundred Tenth Congress: 

The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of title 2, 
United States Code, section 1151, as 
amended, the Chair, on behalf of the 
President pro tempore, appoints the 
following individual to the Board of 
Trustees of the Open World Leadership 
Center: 

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
WICKER). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of Public 
Law 100–702, the Chair, on behalf of the 
President pro tempore, reappoints the 
following individual to the Federal Ju-
dicial Center Foundation Board: 

John B. White Jr. of South Carolina. 
The message also announced that 

pursuant to the provisions of Public 
Law 110–161, the Chair, on behalf of the 
Democratic Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individuals to serve as members 
of the National Commission on Chil-
dren and Disasters: 

Mark Shriver of Maryland and Sheila 
Leslie of Nevada. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Concurrent Resolution 293, 
110th Congress, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 25 minutes 
a.m.), the House adjourned until Tues-
day, February 19, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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