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RECOGNIZING DR. MARTINEZ OF 
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, dreams 
of higher education have become increasingly 
elusive for thousands of well-qualified students 
from low-income and disadvantaged back-
grounds. On February 7, 2008, the House 
passed the College Opportunity and Afford-
ability Act, legislation that will move our Nation 
one step closer to expanding higher education 
opportunities for all. I rise today to celebrate 
this achievement and recognize the role that 
Dr. Maria Martinez, the University of Connecti-
cut’s director of the Center for Academic Pro-
grams, has served in delivering higher edu-
cation outreach services to Connecticut’s most 
vulnerable communities. 

For the past four decades, TRIO programs, 
including Talent Search, Upward Bound, and 
Student Support Services, have facilitated ac-
cess to higher education opportunities for dis-
advantaged students in Connecticut and 
across the Nation. Dr. Martinez is charged 
with implementing TRIO and similar programs 
at the University of Connecticut. On March 22, 
2007, in light of pending reauthorization of 
these programs under the College Opportunity 
and Affordability Act, Dr. Maria D. Martinez 
testified before the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. 

Perhaps the most poignant of her 
testimonials included a reference to one of 
UConn’s TRIO alumni, Dr. Franklin Chang- 
Diaz. She stated that Franklin struggled with 
English in high school and was recruited into 
UConn’s Student Support Services program. 
Upon completing his undergraduate degree, 
Franklin earned a doctorate in plasma physics 
at MIT, was recruited by NASA, and became 
America’s first Hispanic astronaut. He cur-
rently holds the world record for most space 
missions flown. 

The College Opportunity and Affordability 
Act strengthens these programs and brings 
hope to thousands of students just like Frank-
lin. In Dr. Chang-Diaz’s words, ‘‘TRIO is one 
of the ways this country really becomes the 
land of opportunity.’’ 

Madam Speaker, education systems form 
the pillars for potential prosperity and health of 
any society. Our Nation must remain vigilant 
of these systems and continue to improve 
them until they reflect our highest aspirations. 
Continuing to support programs like TRIO is 
necessary to ensure these worthy objectives. 
I ask my colleagues to join with me and my 
constituents in recognizing the importance of 
TRIO programs and Dr. Martinez’s role in de-
livering these services to underprivileged stu-
dents in Connecticut. 

REGARDING THE PRESIDENT’S 
BUDGET AND IRAQ 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, this 
week, the Washington Post listed a number of 
existing programs that would be eliminated in 
President Bush’s budget. These are programs 
that make a real difference in people’s lives 
but have gotten less attention than the major 
cuts in his budget. 

For example, the President’s budget pro-
poses to eliminate the Commodity Supple-
mental Food Program, which provides food 
packages for about 500,000 low-income elder-
ly persons, women, and children each month. 
The program received $140 million in 2008. 
To put that in context, $140 million is the cost 
of funding 10 hours of the war in Iraq. 

During this economic downturn, the Presi-
dent’s budget eliminates the Community Serv-
ices Block Grant and other community serv-
ices programs. These programs, which were 
funded at $698 million in 2008, reduce poverty 
and provide assistance for individuals dealing 
with housing, health, nutrition, energy, and 
substance abuse problems. $698 million is the 
cost of a little more than 2 days of the war in 
Iraq. 

At a time of soaring energy prices and 
record oil company profits, the President’s 
budget eliminates Weatherization Assistance 
to help Americans lower their energy bills by 
making improvements to their home’s energy 
efficiency. At $227 million, these program cuts 
would provide to funding for a little more than 
16 hours of the war in Iraq. 

The President’s budget also eliminates the 
COPS program, which provides grants and 
other assistance to help communities hire, 
train, and retain police officers and to improve 
law enforcement technologies. In 2008 it re-
ceived $587 million, the cost of about a day 
and a half in Iraq. 

The President’s budget eliminates the Man-
ufacturing Extension Partnership, which helps 
small U.S. manufacturers by providing re-
sources to help them create jobs, leverage pri-
vate-sector investment, and be more competi-
tive. These cuts would reduce private-sector 
investment in U.S. manufacturing by an esti-
mated $1.5 billion, and lead to the loss of ap-
proximately 37,000 jobs which could be cre-
ated or retained. The MEP only cost $87 mil-
lion in 2008, the cost of a little more than 6 
hours in Iraq. 

The budget eliminates $1.2 billion in funding 
for career and technical education in high 
schools and vocational colleges. This would 
withdraw assistance for approximately 8 mil-
lion students who are currently supported by 
the program—at a cost of approximately 31⁄2 
days in Iraq. 

Finally, the President’s budget eliminates 
Medicaid funding for the Graduate Medical 
Education program, which provides physician 
training programs to pediatricians to address 
the major shortfall in pediatric specialists. The 
policy reduces funding to the program by $302 
million—the cost of a little less than 1 day for 
the war in Iraq. 

Taken together, all of these programs, 
which benefit millions of Americans, would pay 
for a little more than a week in Iraq. President 
Bush’s budget represents a sad continuation 
of his failed fiscal policies. With this budget, 
the President is telling us that he believes that 
America should slash investments that help 
the families across the Nation who are strug-
gling to make ends meet, and that we should 
instead waste billions of dollars on a mis-
guided war and on tax cuts for his wealthy 
friends. 

I hope that my colleagues reject these cuts 
and reject any budget that makes funding the 
war in Iraq a higher priority than meeting the 
needs of American families. 

f 

HONORING MARGARET 
GALLAGHER-ZELLEY-SCHMIT 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life of Margaret Mary Gal-
lagher-Zelley-Schmit as she celebrates her 
90th birthday. Her family and friends will gath-
er on Sunday, February 24, in Grand Blanc, 
Michigan. 

Born on February 21, 1918, in Boyne City, 
Michigan, Margaret Gallagher graduated from 
St. Joseph High School in Escanaba, Michi-
gan, in 1936. She attended the Chicago Busi-
ness School and married LeRoy Zelley. LeRoy 
became a licensed funeral director in 1938 
and the couple started Zelley Funeral Home 
on the east side of Flint, Michigan in 1953. 
The funeral home quickly became an institu-
tion and landmark in the Flint community. The 
couple had four sons: LeRoy III, Glen, Michael 
and Joseph. 

Margaret obtained her college degree from 
Wayne State University and funeral director’s 
license in 1967. Margaret and LeRoy provided 
funeral services to over 4,000 families before 
LeRoy passed away in 1976. Margaret retired 
in 1987 and married Roy ‘‘Bud’’ Schmit in 
1989. In 2004, Bud passed away. 

Margaret spends her time organizing her 
photos and memorabilia for a book she is 
planning to write about her life. She also cele-
brates and promotes her Irish heritage and in 
2006 was the Flint St. Patrick’s Day Irish 
Mother of the Year. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Mar-
garet Mary Gallagher-Zelley-Schmit as she 
turns 90 years old. I would like to extend best 
wishes for her upcoming birthday and for 
many, many more. May her coming year be 
filled with happiness and good health. 

f 

HONORING EDWARD E. MUNGER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 15, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of BG Edward E. 
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