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The candidates coming through Ohio 

keep wondering: What do Ohioans care 
about? They care about job creation in 
the United States of America. They 
care about exporting goods, not jobs. 
They care about independence for 
America and the future of good jobs 
with good wages. 

The favorite question of political pollsters is 
the benchmark right direction/wrong direction 
question. ‘‘Do you think the country is headed 
in the right direction or wrong direction.’’ 

This year, most people say ‘‘wrong direc-
tion,’’ and the reason is because our jobs are 
headed in the wrong direction. 

There’s a new report out by the American 
Manufacturing Trade Action Coalition 
(AMTAC) that details the extent of the job loss 
in Ohio since 2000. 

The job washout in Ohio over the past 7 
years is the worst since the Great Depression. 

The damage to Ohio’s economy has been 
concentrated in the manufacturing sector. Our 
farmers are currently enjoying record high 
prices for corn, soybeans, wheat and eggs. 

But manufacturing is a different story. It’s 
the story of lost strength and the loss of inde-
pendence. It is the story of one of America’s 
largest states, teetering on the precipice. (And 
the situation in Michigan is even more dire.) 

Our Nation has lost 3.4 million jobs in man-
ufacturing and another 700,000 in the informa-
tion sector since the beginning of the Bush ad-
ministration. 

In the past 7 years, total non-farm employ-
ment in Ohio has declined by 3.7 percent, a 
loss of 209,400 jobs, according to Dr. Charles 
McMillion, author of the report. 

In the manufacturing sector, Ohio has lost 
236,000 jobs—many of them good paying jobs 
with good benefits. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, manufacturing employment in Ohio 
dropped from 1.01 million jobs at the end of 
2000 to 777,200 at the end of 2007. That loss 
of 236,000 manufacturing jobs represents a 
23.3 percent decline in employment. 

Put another way, almost a quarter of the 
manufacturing jobs in Ohio have disappeared 
in the past seven years. 

Only three of Ohio’s metropolitan areas 
added jobs over the past 3 years and none of 
them even matched the 4.3 percent overall 
U.S. job growth (which, by the way, is the 
weakest 7-year period since the mid–1940’s 
demobilization from World War II). 

Akron has the best recent record in Ohio, 
adding 4.1 percent to its job base. Then came 
Cincinnati and Columbus (2 percent or less). 

Here are the job casualties in Ohio by Met-
ropolitan Statistical Area: 

Cleveland/Elyria/Mentor: 48,800 manufac-
turing jobs; Cincinnati/Middletown: 27,100 
manufacturing jobs; Dayton: 25,100 manufac-
turing jobs—one of the worst hit cities; Colum-
bus: 24,700 manufacturing jobs; Toledo: 
14,100 manufacturing jobs; Youngstown/War-
ren: 14,000 manufacturing jobs; Canton/ 
Massillon: 13,200 manufacturing jobs; Akron: 
10,100 manufacturing jobs; Springfield: 6,000 
manufacturing jobs—the hardest hit city in 
Ohio; Mansfield: 4,300 manufacturing jobs; 
Lima: 3,900 manufacturing jobs; Steubenville/ 
Weirton, West Virginia: 3,800 manufacturing 
jobs; and Sandusky: 3,500 manufacturing 
jobs. 

There you have it. 
That’s why people in Ohio say the country’s 

headed in the wrong direction. 
And why is this happening? Why has Ohio 

lost more than a quarter of a million manufac-
turing jobs? 

The main reason, according to Auggie 
Tantillo, executive director of AMTAC, is the 
Bush administration’s failed trade policies and 
a flood of imported products from China and 
other low-wage countries. 

The U.S. imported $1.37/trillion in manufac-
tured goods in 2007, according to the report. 

The U.S. incurred a trade deficit in manufac-
turing of $499 billion. That is not the hallmark 
of a strong economy. That is not the char-
acteristic of an independent people. 

And Communist China accounted for more 
than 50 percent of that half-trillion-dollar deficit 
in manufactured goods. 

According to AMTAC, America can’t keep 
running up its ‘China credit card’ to buy for-
eign manufactured goods. We need to make 
things here. We need to be a production econ-
omy, not just a finance economy. We have to 
restart our manufacturing engine. 

According to Dr. McMillion, author of the 
AMTAC report: 

The jobs data tell only one important part 
of Ohio’s past seven year economic story. 
Yet these record job losses bare strong wit-
ness to the depressing effects of record trade 
deficits and the loss of US production that 
they represent. Another key part of Ohio’s 
past seven year economic history is the un-
precedented levels of household and federal 
debt stimulus that—even in Ohio—played a 
vital role in moderating the effects of import 
competition, outsourcing and job loss. With 
the soaring engine of household debt now 
sputtering and debt service payments rising, 
strong industrial and trade policies seem ur-
gently needed to halt Ohio’s further de-
cline.’’ 

f 

AGENTS RAMOS AND COMPEAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, today is day 404 of in-
carceration for two former United 
States Border Patrol agents. Agents 
Ramos and Compean were convicted in 
March of 2006 for shooting a Mexican 
drug smuggler who brought 743 pounds 
of marijuana across our border into 
Texas. 

These two decorated Border Patrol 
agents who were doing their duty to 
protect the American people from an 
illegal alien drug smuggler have now 
served more than a year of their 11- 
and 12-year prison sentences. 

On December 3, 2007, the Fifth United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals in New 
Orleans heard oral arguments for the 
agents’ appeal. During the hearing, one 
of the three judges on the case, Judge 
E. Grady Jolly, said, ‘‘It does seem to 
me that the government overreacted 
here. For some reason, this one got out 
of hand.’’ A ruling on their appeal is 
now expected any day, and the Amer-

ican people are anxiously awaiting the 
result. 

Many of us in Congress and millions 
of American citizens feel that the 
United States Attorney’s Office in the 
Western District of Texas was not jus-
tified in indicting these agents. 

Nothing can erase the suffering these 
agents have undergone and the many 
months they have spent in prison away 
from their families. However, a judg-
ment in favor of Ramos and Compean 
in this appeal would be the first act of 
justice these agents have seen since 
their arrest. 

Madam Speaker, the injustice of this 
case should not go unexamined. A num-
ber of days ago, I hand-delivered a let-
ter to JOHN CONYERS, the chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee and a 
man I greatly respect, to request a 
hearing on this case. There have been 
many letters sent to the White House 
by Members of Congress and the Amer-
ican people calling on the President to 
pardon these agents. As of this time, 
the White House has not even re-
sponded to any of these calls from the 
American people. That is why it is crit-
ical that Chairman CONYERS hold hear-
ings to examine the injustice. The 
comments by the appeals judge are jus-
tification enough for the House Judici-
ary Committee to review this case to 
determine exactly why this case ‘‘got 
out of hand.’’ 

Madam Speaker, as the American 
people eagerly await a ruling by the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, my 
prayers are with the agents and their 
families. It is my hope that the judge’s 
decision will rectify this gross mis-
carriage of justice, and faith in our ju-
dicial system may be restored. 

Madam Speaker, before I close to-
night, I would like to say to the fami-
lies of Agents Ramos and Compean 
that many of us here in the House of 
Representatives of both parties have 
not forgotten this injustice that has 
befallen your families, and we promise 
to do our best to see the injustice be-
come a justice for the Compean and 
Ramos families. 

f 

b 1945 

TEN AMERICANS SHOWING AMER-
ICA’S BEST FACE FROM THE 
10TH DISTRICT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I’d like 
to talk about 10 Americans showing 
America’s best face from the 10th Con-
gressional district. Today I rise to 
honor 10 very special individuals from 
my congressional district who are 
making a difference for the United 
States overseas. These ‘‘Ten for the 
Tenth’’ go beyond dedicating them-
selves to building a stronger commu-
nity here, but also show the best face 
and values of America overseas. 
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