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After working on her first house when she was 
only 13 years old, Kaitlyn has shown up early 
every Saturday morning when projects are 
under way. As a team leader, Kaitlyn has the 
responsibility of guiding and assisting many 
small groups of volunteers on the construction 
site. In addition, Kaitlyn has worked tirelessly 
to educate others about Habitat for Humanity’s 
mission, even recruiting friends and class-
mates to join the effort. She has also per-
suaded her employer, California Pizza Kitch-
en, to provide meals for construction volun-
teers. 

As a state honoree, Kaitlyn will join youth 
from across the country here in Washington 
DC in May. Kaitlyn should be proud of her ac-
complishments. Again, I congratulate Kaitlyn 
on her award and thank her for a job well 
done. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE EARL 
MCNEELY 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of George Earl McNeely of 
McGehee, Arkansas, who passed away Feb-
ruary 8, 2008, at the age of 80. 

I will forever remember George McNeely as 
a good friend, a devoted family man and 
someone who cared deeply about improving 
the quality of life in his community. As a nat-
ural born leader, he was an inspiration to all 
who knew him. After attending high school in 
McGehee and Tillar, he continued his edu-
cation at the University of Arkansas. Mr. 
McNeely then honorably served his country in 
the United States Marine Corps during World 
War II. 

After the war, George McNeely returned 
home to southeast Arkansas to pursue his 
true passion of agriculture. As one of the origi-
nal founders of catfish farming in Arkansas, he 
was a true business pioneer and his contribu-
tions to aquaculture helped revolutionize the 
industry. In his spare time, he dearly loved the 
outdoors and the opportunity to share all of 
the recreational opportunities it offered with his 
friends and family. In addition to catfish farm-
ing, he devoted his time and energy to numer-
ous other passions that included land clearing, 
demolition and ag-aviation. 

Along with his tremendous leadership in the 
field of agriculture, George McNeely was ac-
tive in numerous other worthwhile endeavors 
throughout his community. He was a long-
standing member of the Freemasonry and the 
Shriner’s of North America. Perhaps none of 
his work or involvement as a Shriner was 
more important than all the time he contrib-
uted helping disabled and burned children at 
the Shriner’s Hospital for Children. 

George McNeely will always be known for 
his outstanding service to our country and his 
community. Above all, he will sorely be missed 
as a friend. I extend my deepest condolences 
to his wife, Mary Ann McNeely; his sons, 
David Earl McNeely of McGehee, Arkansas 
and James Allen McNeely of Magnolia, Arkan-
sas; and to his numerous grandchildren, great- 

grandchildren and friends. George McNeely 
will be greatly missed in McGehee, Desha 
County, and throughout the state of Arkansas, 
and I am truly saddened by this loss. 
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HONORING THE LOWER SOUTH-
AMPTON FIRE DEPARTMENT ON 
ITS 77TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
Lower Southampton Fire Department on the 
occasion of its 77th anniversary. The Lower 
Southampton Fire Department has a long and 
commendable history of public service. 

Since receiving its charter on July 31, 1931, 
the Lower Southampton Fire Department has 
supported and protected the residents of our 
community dutifully and honorably. When 
called upon, the firefighters of the Lower 
Southampton Fire Department have not been 
daunted by even the most dangerous of chal-
lenges. Their daily efforts to ensure the safety 
of the people of Lower Southampton are in-
spiring, and that is why I am proud to recog-
nize them on this important anniversary. 

Just recently, several of these firefighters 
once again displayed the courage and her-
oism that has been so characteristic of their 
department. While preparing for an Advanced 
Swift Water Class, the firefighters observed a 
man, alone and without a lifejacket, who had 
flipped his kayak and appeared to be in dis-
tress. Despite the rapid speed and low tem-
perature of the water, the firefighters acted 
quickly, with little concern for their own safety, 
and performed a successful rescue. 

The courageous members of the Lower 
Southampton Fire Department who were in-
volved in this rescue included: Acting Chief 
Steven Krippel, Assistant Chief Stephen 
Brookes, Dive Team and Swift Water Manager 
Lt. James W. McGuire III, Lt. Christopher 
Hawraney, Firefighter/Rescue Diver Marc 
Kaman, Firefighter/Swift Water Operator Nick 
Owarzani, and Firefighter/Swift Water Oper-
ator Adam Noel. In addition, Firefighter/Swift 
Water Operator William Martin, of the South-
ampton Fire Company, participated in the res-
cue. Were it not for the efforts of each of 
these brave men, the victim would likely not 
have survived. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
the Lower Southampton Fire Department and 
all of its members for their consistently out-
standing service and their heroic acts in the 
face of danger. These fine public servants are 
worthy of our commendation, and I am hon-
ored to serve as their Congressman. 
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REMEMBERING THE TRAGEDY OF 
KHOJALY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2008 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, while there 
has been considerable congressional attention 

to tragic events which took place in Somalia, 
Rwanda, Cambodia, Bosnia, Darfur, and else-
where, very little light has shined on what hap-
pened in 1992, less than 20 years ago in the 
Caucasus. 

Everything changed for the small, little 
known Azerbaijani town of Khojaly between 
February 25–26, 1992. Sixteen years later, for 
the people of Azerbaijan and the region, the 
word ‘‘Khojaly’’ stirs up memories of pain and 
sorrow. 

In the middle of the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
conflict, Armenian troops supported by a Rus-
sian infantry regiment razed Khojaly, brutally 
murdering 613 people, annihilating families, 
disabling some 1,000 civilians, capturing 1,275 
persons and leaving 150 people unaccounted 
for. 

This year, as in previous years, those resi-
dents of Khojaly, who survived the massacre, 
are appealing to hold Armenia responsible for 
this crime. ‘‘We appeal to the international 
community with pain and hope,’’ says a state-
ment by survivors of Khojaly. 

Many human rights groups and media out-
lets at the time sought to draw attention to the 
events and solicit international condemnation. 

Human Rights Watch called the tragedy at 
the time ‘‘the largest massacre to date in the 
conflict.’’ The extent of the cruelty of this mas-
sacre against women, children and the elderly 
was unfathomable. 

Memorial, a Russian human rights group, 
reported that ‘‘scores of the corpses bore 
traces of profanation. Doctors on a hospital 
train in Agdam noted no less than four 
corpses that had been scalped and one that 
had been beheaded . . . . and one case of live 
scalping:’’ 

According to the British newspaper The 
Independent (February 29, 1992), ‘‘Elif Kaban, 
a Reuters correspondent in Aghdam, reported 
that after a massacre, Azeris were burying 
scores of people who died when Armenians 
overran the town of Khojaly, the second-big-
gest Azeri settlement in the area. ‘The world 
is turning its back on what’s happening here. 
We are dying and you are just watching,’ one 
mourner shouted at a group of journalists.’’ 

Nearly one month later, TIME magazine 
(March 16, 1992) wrote ‘‘While the details are 
argued, this much is plain: something grim 
and unconscionable happened in the Azer-
baijani town of Khojaly two weeks ago. So far, 
some 200 dead Azerbaijanis, many of them 
mutilated, have been transported out of the 
town tucked inside the Armenian-dominated 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh for burial in 
neighboring Azerbaijan. The total number of 
deaths—the Azerbaijanis claim 1,324 civilians 
have been slaughtered, most of them women 
and children—is unknown.’’ 

On November 29, 1993, Newsweek quoted 
a senior U.S. Government official describing 
the aftermath of Armenia’s occupation, ‘‘What 
we see now is a systematic destruction of 
every village in their way. It’s vandalism.’’ 

Even in far-away Australia, The Age (March 
6, 1992) wrote ‘‘The exact number of victims 
is still unclear, but there can be little doubt 
that Azeri civilians were massacred by the Ar-
menian Army in the snowy mountains of 
Nagorno Karabakh last week.’’ 

Every year religious leaders of Azerbaijan’s 
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities 
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