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HONORING CARMEL REILLY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, Carmel Reilly 
has been a member of the Rockland County 
Ancient Order of Hibernians for 8 years and in 
that relatively brief time has been involved in 
so many activities involving AOH causes that 
she has been named its 2008 Hibernian of the 
Year. 

Carmel is the daughter of Matt and Moira 
Reilly from Blauvelt where she grew up along 
with her three sisters. The family’s Irish herit-
age was incorporated into everyday life and 
Irish step-dancing lessons resulted in Carmel 
being a participant in Rockland County’s first 
ever Feis in 1974. 

Carmel has participated in all things Irish: 
St. Patrick’s Day parades, Irish festivals, and 
Feiseanna, to mention just a few events. 

She joined the Ladies Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians Division 3 in 2001 and quickly joined 
the Rockland County St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee. In 2003, she was part of the newly 
formed Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day com-
mittee. As chairperson of the committee’s 
highly successful Night at the Races, over 
$20,000 was raised for the Rockland County 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade over the next 2 
years. 

As a Ladies AOH member, Carmel was al-
ways ready to volunteer. She has been the 
chair of more than a dozen Christmas and St. 
Patrick’s Day dinners. She has contributed to 
the Rockland AOH/LAOH Feis for several 
years and was a co-chairperson, along with 
Michael O’Sullivan, of the Feis journal for 2 
years. 

In 2004, Carmel began raising funds for the 
Rockland Gaelic Athletic Association, origi-
nating the highly successful Pub Quiz, which 
is in its fifth season. 

Carmel also has the Irish love of horses and 
in 2006 she invested in two racehorses—one 
of which, Tater Tutt, recently won his fifth race 
from his last six starts. 

Carmel, a Dominican College alumna, is 
employed as the Treasury/Budget Manager for 
Common Ground, an organization that helps 
the homeless find housing. 

Working with the Rockland AOH in assisting 
hurricane victims or sending a notice of a 
fundraiser to hundreds of supporters, Carmel 
tirelessly gives her time and energy. Her en-
ergy and devotion have earned her this honor, 
and I join in congratulating her for this recogni-
tion. 

f 

HONORING JAMES RYAN JOE 
TURNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize James Ryan Joe Turner, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-

ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 215, and by earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

James has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. James 
started his journey with the Boy Scouts as a 
tiger cub. Over the years James has been in-
volved in scouting, he has earned 27 merit 
badges, and also completed the achievements 
for his Bronze Palm. For his Eagle Scout 
project, James installed handrails at McMurry 
United Methodist Church. 

Madam Speaker, I would be remiss if I did 
not mention the strong family foundation 
James has supporting him. His proud parents 
Rochelle Fee and James Kelly Turner, as well 
as his grandfather Robert Axtell who was the 
most influential person in James’ scouting life. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending James Ryan Joe Turner 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

MS. MEGAN YEE DISTINGUISHED 
FINALIST PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT 
OF COMMUNITY AWARD 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Ms. Megan Yee, who 
has been selected as a Distinguished Finalist 
for the Prudential Spirit of Community Award, 
which honors young people for outstanding 
acts of volunteerism. The Prudential program 
was created in 1995 to emphasize the impor-
tance our nation places on service to others, 
and to encourage all young Americans to con-
tribute to their communities. 

A senior at Desert Mountain High School in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, Megan organized a series 
of computer classes to teach members of the 
Phoenix area’s Chinese-American community 
how to use word-processing programs, 
spreadsheets, e-mail, and the Internet. Megan 
worked hard to design the curriculum, recruit 
volunteers to teach the classes, prepare all of 
the lesson plans, and teach classes herself. 

Megan should be proud of her accomplish-
ments. Again, I congratulate Megan on her 
award and thank her for a job well done. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LOYOLA SA-
CRED HEART SPEECH AND DE-
BATE 

HON. DENNIS R. REHBERG 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize the continued excellence of 
a speech and debate program in Montana that 
has won 25 state championships in a row. 
With this quarter-century milestone, the Loyola 
Sacred Heart High School speech and debate 
team is building on the longest streak of such 
state championships in United States history. 

Speech and debate is an activity that fosters 
valuable skills such as public speaking, bol-
stering confidence and poise, and critical 
thinking while showing an awareness of cur-
rent events. Students compete in two debate 
events—team debate and Lincoln-Douglas de-
bate—and seven individual public speaking 
events—extemporaneous speaking, im-
promptu speaking, original oratory, memorized 
public address, expository speaking, serious 
oral interpretation of literature, and humorous 
oral interpretation of literature. Team scores 
are accumulated by individual performances in 
each of these events, so just like this cham-
pionship streak is made up of many teams, 
each team is made up of many talented stu-
dents. 

This year’s championship team included five 
individual state champions. Dan Evans won 
the state in Extemporaneous Speaking for an 
unprecedented third time. Nick Corn, Will 
Blair, Emily Mihalic and Emilie Loran also took 
home individual gold for Loyola. They are 
joined by the remainder of the team, Mike 
Tarbert, Kevin Conley, Katie Neher, Mary Cal-
lahan-Baumstark, Matt Eddy, Myles Dauterive, 
Dillon Linhart, Dan Cloninger, Nick Mihalic, 
Lyle Pocha, Laura Snook, Tricia Karsky, Erik 
Kappelman, Mike Evans, Mariah Rys-Sikora, 
Brooke Sauro, Kyle Doyle, Justin Dart, Dylan 
Hyland, Alex Hughes, Ashley Wegener, Ali 
Hege, Erich Dieziger, Erik Dale, Rachel Lee, 
Erik Loran, Shawnae Stanton, Griffin Woodall, 
Alex Ward and Matt Dollar. The team is 
coached by Head Coach Matt Stergios and 
Assistant Coaches Sarah Jennings, Stephanie 
Mansanti, Chuck Hansberry and Theresa 
Stergios. 

I am proud to recognize the achievements 
of this year’s team, building on the shoulders 
of 24 championship teams before them. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ANNETTE SYKORA 
AS CHAIRWOMAN OF THE NADA 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Mrs. Annette Sykora of Slaton, 
Texas, on becoming chairwoman of the Na-
tional Automobile Dealers Association. Annette 
comes from a family of auto dealers and is the 
dealer principal of Smith South Plains Ford/ 
Mercury in Slaton, Texas, and South Plains 
Ford/Lincoln Mercury/Dodge/Jeep/Chrysler in 
Levelland, Texas. 

From an early age, Annette knew her heart 
was in the automobile business. At age 19, 
she told her father of her dream that one day 
she would run his dealership. By age 26, she 
was general manager, and by 29 she had a 
controlling share of the store. 

In addition to running a successful business, 
Annette is also an active leader in her commu-
nity. She is the chair of the finance committee 
of the First United Methodist Church of Slaton 
and serves as board member of the Slaton 
Chamber of Commerce. 

As chairwoman of the NADA, Annette wants 
to strive to help connect domestic dealerships 
with valuable resources that are available 
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