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Roll No. 45, on H. Con. Res. 281—Cele-

brating the birth of Abraham Lincoln and rec-
ognizing the prominence the Declaration of 
Independence played in the development of 
Abraham Lincoln’s beliefs; had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF BLACKS WHO 
HAVE CHANGED THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Black History Month and to enter into 
the RECORD an editorial from New York 
CaribNews for the week ending February 19, 
2008, ‘‘Blacks Who Helped Change the 
Course of History and Improved the Quality of 
People’s Lives Everywhere.’’ 

This editorial makes mention of many 
Blacks who have contributed to American his-
tory, with deeds that have benefited the lives 
of all Americans. Some of these pioneers 
have familiar names—other names are not as 
familiar, however, their contributions are im-
portant all the same. They include: Oscar 
DePriest, the first Black Congressman of the 
20th century; Mary McLeod Bethune, educator 
and White House advisor; A. Philip Randolph, 
the trade union leader; and Dr. Charles Drew, 
the pioneer of blood plasma. This editorial 
highlights the many accomplishments of Black 
Americans in religion, the arts, education, and 
science. It would take years to complete a list 
of all the accomplishments Blacks have made 
in America, which have transformed our own 
lives, as well as those of people around the 
world. 

[From the New York Carib News, Feb. 19, 
2008] 

BLACKS WHO HELPED TO CHANGE THE COURSE 
OF HISTORY AND IMPROVED THE QUALITY OF 
PEOPLE’S LIVES EVERYWHERE 

‘‘Ask historians about Oliver Cromwell and 
they would quickly point to the man who be-
came Lord Protector of England, Ireland and 
Scotland between 1653–58. 

But there was another Oliver Cromwell, 
who was born in Burlington County in New 
Jersey, exactly a century after the gen-
tleman who essentially was a dictator turned 
down the English crown. 

While the American is often ignored by the 
chroniclers of the nation’s past, the fact of 
the matter is that he made his presence felt 
when George Washington crossed the Dela-
ware River on the Windy night of December 
25, 1776 to attempt to capture the British 
garrison at Trenton. Actually, the Black 
man was among 2,400 hand picked troops who 
caught the unsuspecting mercenaries of the 
British unawares. It was a much needed vic-
tory that did much to lift the spirits of colo-
nists and boost people’s morale. The rest, as 
they say, is history. George Washington and 
his forces eventually went on to victory in 
the battle for independence stretched over a 
number of years after the river Crossing. 

This episode is important because what it 
demonstrates once again is the role which 
Blacks played in fighting for America’s free-
dom. They were present at the creation of 
the nation and have been working assidu-

ously ever since. In almost every major bat-
tle in America’s history, whether military or 
civil, Blacks have shouldered their share of 
the burden and took up the challenge of de-
fending or building the country. 

They persisted against all odds. 
Today, their names litter the pages of his-

tory, covering everything from religion, 
science, the arts, health, education make 
such a long list of Black pioneers that it 
would take years to complete. 

Some like the Benjamin Banneker, a 
mathematical wizard; Prince Hall, the fra-
ternal leader; Paul Cuffee, a late 18th cen-
tury ship builder and owner; Elijah McCoy 
and Granville Wood, inventors; George Wash-
ington Carver, the savior of southern agri-
culture; Daniel Hale Williams, the first suc-
cessful heart surgeon; and Charles Drew, the 
pioneer in blood plasma. In their different 
ways these Blacks helped to transform our 
lives, making them better for every one. 

But the list doesn’t end there. Harriet Tub-
man, the liberator of slaves; Sojourner 
Truth, a pilgrim of freedom; Madame C.J. 
Walker, the cosmetics manufacturer; Paul R. 
Williams the architect, and A.G. Gaston, the 
shining light for free enterprise who showed 
the way forward towards success in com-
merce are also among them. 

How about the contributions of Oscar 
DePriest, the first Black Congressman of the 
20th century; A. Philip Randolph, the pre- 
eminent trade union leader; Edward W. 
Brooke, the U.S. Senator from Massachu-
setts who represented a new breed of politi-
cians in Washington, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., the great humanist and civil rights lead-
er of the 20th and any century; Mary McLeod 
Bethune, the cotton-picker, educator and 
White House adviser; and Congressman 
Charles Rangel, the long serving Democrat 
from Harlem and Chairman of the Ways & 
Means Committee of the House of Represent-
atives, an eloquent voice for reason and so-
cial justice? They are but a small sampling 
of the voices for the multitude. 

Think of the persons who helped to widen 
the entrance to education and Carter Wood-
son, the father of Black History Month, Ar-
thur Schomburg, the bibliophile and anti-
quarian, Alain Locke, the Rhodes Scholar 
and philosopher, and John Hope Franklin, 
the historian spring quickly to mind. 

James Weldon Johnson, the gentleman of 
letters, Gwendolyn Brooks, a Pulitzer Prize 
winner and Paul Lawrence Dunbar, the peo-
ple’s poet are among the tellers of troubled 
or delightful tales. 

These Black American contributors helped 
to ease our pain, bring smiles to our faces 
and opened human civilization to new vistas. 

In the process they became worthy of the 
praise being showered on them and many 
more African-Americans during Black His-
tory month. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. ANTHONY’S 
SCHOOL IN HEREFORD, TEXAS 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, I 
proudly congratulate St. Anthony’s School on 
the occasion of its 90th anniversary. The 
school’s 90th anniversary was celebrated 
along with Catholic Schools Week from Janu-
ary 27–February 2, 2008. 

St. Anthony’s began providing Catholic edu-
cation in 1914 with the purpose of supplying 
children with knowledge of the Catholic faith, 
as well as a strong foundation for future learn-
ing. In 1917–1918, continuous classes were 
introduced. St. Anthony’s moved to its current 
location in 1955 where 14 classrooms, a li-
brary, a meeting room, a cafeteria and a gym 
now make up the school. 

Throughout its history, several orders of reli-
gious nuns have staffed the school. Presently, 
the Franciscan Sisters of Mary Immaculate 
make up the faculty. They have taught and 
maintained St. Anthony’s since the 1987–1988 
school year. 

St. Anthony’s provides classes from pre- 
school through sixth grade. The school re-
mains focused on teaching the Catholic faith 
while also providing the opportunity for stu-
dents to acquire the skills needed to achieve 
high honors upon entering the Hereford Inde-
pendent School District upper grades. Stu-
dents participate in acts of service, the Accel-
erated Reading Program and after-school ac-
tivities such as sports or choir. The six-mem-
ber board of education along with Principal 
Ann Lueb and Rev. John Valdez govern the 
school and determine policies. 

During the 90th anniversary celebration, Do-
lores Loerwald Brorman was presented with 
the 2008 National Catholic Education Associa-
tion Distinguished Graduate Award. The award 
recognizes individuals who have made a sig-
nificant contribution to American society and 
the Catholic Church and has been presented 
to a deserving graduate of St. Anthony’s 
School every year since 1993. 

I applaud St. Anthony’s school for providing 
quality education and developing knowledge-
able and honorable students for 90 years. 
Also, I congratulate Dolores Loerwald Brorman 
on receiving the 2008 Distinguished Graduate 
Award and making such a mark in her com-
munity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. ELMER D. 
SAXTON, SR. 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and pay tribute to the late Elmer 
D. Saxton, Sr. Mr. Saxton passed away 
peacefully at the age of 87 on Monday, Feb-
ruary 18, 2008, surrounded by his family. For-
merly, Mr. Saxton served as the State of Dela-
ware Service Officer for the Veterans of For-
eign Wars organization. 

Mr. Saxton was born in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania. He was preceded in death by his 
wife of 50 years, Agnes, in 1993. A career sol-
dier, Mr. Saxton proudly served our country as 
a member of the United States Army in both 
World War II and the Korean War. He was 
recognized for his service in various artillery 
and ordinance corps by several commendation 
medals. Following his retirement from active 
duty, Mr. Saxton worked for the University of 
Delaware and the United States Postal Serv-
ice before taking his position at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. 
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Upon his retirement from his position as 

Delaware’s VFW Service Officer, Mr. Saxton 
continued to put forth tireless effort in assisting 
those in need. As a member of the American 
Legion and the Knights of Columbus, as well 
as an ongoing member of the VFW, he de-
voted himself to ensuring that flags were 
placed on all veterans’ graves and that mem-
bers of the honor guard served for fallen com-
rades. In addition, Mr. Saxton was instru-
mental in the establishment of the Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery and the Veterans Nursing 
Home in Milford, Delaware. As a founder and 
faithful member of Holy Family Church for 
many years, he enthusiastically participated in 
community outreach and service projects, in-
cluding the collection and distribution of food 
with Val’s Needy People fund and the delivery 
of emergency and holiday groceries. Mr. 
Saxton faced all challenges with one goal in 
mind: to help another. 

Mr. Saxton, or ‘‘Pop’’, as he was called by 
his family, will be lovingly remembered by his 
three children, nine grandchildren, and eleven 
great-grandchildren. They will remember him 
as a man who loved to solve crossword puz-
zles, loved to root for his beloved Philadelphia 
Eagles and Phillies and Wilmington Blue 
Rocks, and loved to help others. His super-
lative example of heroism, dedication, and 
selflessness will serve as an inspiration to all 
those who knew him. 

f 

HONORING THREASA MILLER 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
dedication and tireless service of Threasa Mil-
ler. Threasa will be retiring from her position 
as Executive Director of the PACE Center for 
girls in Immokalee, Florida on March 7th of 
this year. 

Threasa has served troubled girls in Collier 
County at the PACE Center for 10 years. The 
Practical Academic Cultural Education pro-
gram initially served 20 at-risk girls and has 
grown to reach over 75 girls each year. More 
than 500 girls have completed the PACE pro-
gram in Collier County and have become suc-
cessful young women in our community. 

All who know Threasa know she has a spe-
cial place in her heart for children. Before join-
ing PACE fulltime, Threasa had a career in 
social services with the Department of Chil-
dren and Families and the Department of Ju-
venile Justice. Her life-long commitment to 
children has not gone unnoticed. I am very 
grateful for her contribution to our community 
and honored to call her my friend. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROL P.W. 
WEATHERINGTON 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to Carol P.W. 

Weatherington on the occasion of her retire-
ment from the Miami-Dade County Public 
School System (MDCPS) after over 30 years 
of service and dedication. 

Mrs. Weatherington’s original ambition was 
to serve her community in the healthcare field 
as a nurse. Yet, after she interned as a teach-
er for the MDCPS she quickly realized that 
she had a gift in uplifting and building positive 
relationships with young people in an effort to 
prepare them for a bright future. 

A native Miamian, she grew up in Coconut 
Grove and attended George Washington 
Carver Senior High School. After graduating 
from high school, she decided to break her 
family’s tradition of attending Florida Agricul-
tural & Mechanical University and matriculated 
to Bethune-Cookman College. She then ob-
tained her master’s degree in education from 
Nova Southeastern University. 

She complimented her educational achieve-
ments with her involvement in various organi-
zations such as Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Incorporated, Miami Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, Edu-
cational Excellence School Advisory Com-
mittee (EESAC), Language Arts Chairperson, 
Eighth Grade Team Leader/Eighth Grade Ac-
tivities Advisor, and President of the Miami- 
Dade Chapter of the Bethune-Cookman Uni-
versity Alumni Association. 

She began her career as a Language Arts 
teacher at Brownsville Middle School. During 
her 15 years at Brownsville Middle, she wit-
nessed her students’ reading level scores soar 
dramatically. Today, many of her students 
continue to thank her for teaching them their 
reading fundamental skills. Following her ten-
ure at Brownsville Middle, she went on to con-
tinue teaching at Rockway Middle School 
where she received numerous accolades, in-
cluding a nomination for ‘‘Teacher of the 
Year’’. Presently, she is teaching Language 
Arts and Reading at Charles R. Drew Middle 
School, and is successfully meeting the chal-
lenge of educating the needs of her commu-
nity’s young people. 

This public servant has shared over 20 
years of marriage bliss with Major Arnie 
Weatherington, and has one daughter, 
Argatonia. She has been a diligent and dedi-
cated steward at Greater New Bethel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church where she devotes 
countless hours to the Youth Ministry, as a 
Sunday school teacher and assisting with 
other church activities and projects. 

It is an honor to have the privilege of know-
ing this valued educator and leader of the 
Miami-Dade County community and beyond. I 
salute Mrs. Carol P.W. Weatherington on be-
half of a grateful community that she truly 
loves and cares for. Now, in retirement, she 
embarks upon new challenges in life and I am 
certain her legacy of greatness will only grow 
and develop as she enters this new phase of 
life. I wish her every happiness and success. 

IN HONOR OF ONE OF AMERICA’S 
LONGEST MARRIED COUPLES 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I am 
thrilled to rise today and congratulate an 
amazing Minnesota couple from White Bear 
Lake. 

Clarence and Mayme Vail, ages 101 and 
99, just celebrated their 83rd anniversary, 
making them perhaps the longest married cou-
ple in the Nation. 

Sixty years ago their marriage was almost 
cut tragically short when Clarence became se-
verely ill. 

But Mayme made a promise to God that if 
Clarence recovered she would go to Mass 
every single day. Sure enough, Clarence got 
well, and Mayme kept her promise. 

Clarence and Mayme’s marriage has 
brought much joy to the world and touched 
many lives—including six children, 39 grand-
children, 101 great-grandchildren, and 40 
great-great grandchildren. 

Their amazing relationship is a profound 
testament to love, faith, and the cherished in-
stitution of marriage. Madam Speaker, I ask 
that this body join me in honoring Clarence 
and Mayme for what is truly a moving and in-
spiring achievement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL ROGERS OF 
CHARLTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and pride that I rise today to 
recognize Paul Rogers. Paul is an outstanding 
asset to the entire community and has spent 
over 50 years sharing his passion for horti-
culture with the people of Massachusetts. This 
weekend, Paul is being honored by the Stock-
bridge Alumni Association with their pres-
tigious ‘‘S’’ Award and this year’s annual Cen-
tral Massachusetts Flower Show Dinner has 
been named ‘‘A Tribute to Paul Rogers.’’ 

An alumnus of the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at UMASS, Paul Rogers received 
an associates degree in horticulture. Mr. Rog-
ers took time away from school to serve dur-
ing the Korean War from 1951 to 1954, when 
he was stationed in East Africa. Upon return-
ing to the United States, Paul Rogers contin-
ued his education and earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Clark University in Worcester. 

Following his education, he served as a 
landscape superintendent at Holy Cross Col-
lege for 20 years. He began his own green-
house, Stonehenge Gardens, and served as a 
horticultural consultant throughout the area. 
He was nominated as the president of the 
Worcester Horticultural Society, the Massa-
chusetts Horticultural Society and the Horti-
cultural Club of Boston and was the only per-
son ever to hold all three of these positions. 

Currently, Mr. Rogers can be found in a 
number of places throughout the State, teach-
ing horticulture and inviting others to share in 
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