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tragedy, when on February 25–26, 1992, the 
town of Khojaly in the Nagorno Karabagh re-
gion of Azerbaijan was brutally attacked by Ar-
menian forces. The town of Khojaly, which 
was home to 7,000 people, was completely 
destroyed; a total of 613 people were killed, of 
which 106 were women and 83 were children, 
and 56 of whom are purported to have been 
killed with extreme cruelty and torture. Addi-
tionally, 1275 were taken hostage, 150 went 
missing; 487 people became disabled (76 of 
whom are teenagers); 8 families were wiped 
out; 25 children lost both of their parents, and 
130 children lost one of their parents. 

The Khojaly massacre was not an isolated 
incident. In fact, the level of brutality and the 
atrocities committed at Khojaly set a pattern of 
destruction that Armenian troops would adhere 
to for the remainder of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
War. 

No one has been prosecuted for the crimes 
committed in Khojaly and, unfortunately, the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict still remains. 

On January 21, 2008, Azerbaijan’s Foreign 
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov noted in the 
Wall Street Journal that it has been almost 14 
years since the Armenia-Azerbaijan war ended 
in a Russian-mediated ceasefire, but Arme-
nian troops remain on Azerbaijan’s territory. 

Minister Mammadyarov opined: ‘‘The so- 
called Minsk process, an OSCE-led effort to 
find a peaceful, negotiated settlement to this 
conflict, has been helpful in providing the 
framework for dialogue between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. It also gives an international di-
mension to this conflict. But we need to ur-
gently conclude this process. Maintaining the 
status quo is just too costly.’’ 

Foreign Minister Mammadyarov contends 
that diplomacy is Azerbaijan’s preferred solu-
tion. The resolution of this issue would not 
only improve bilateral relations between Azer-
baijan and Armenia, it could also improve Ar-
menia’s relationship with Turkey. 

The resolution of the conflict would ensure 
regional security and economic growth. As 
Azerbaijan looks forward, it is also important 
to look back. While not forgetting the past, 
Azerbaijan is ready to resolve the conflict and 
move into the future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, on February 
25, 2008, I missed votes because my flight 
was delayed. Southwest Flight 1357, sched-
uled to depart BHM at 1:20 p.m. and arrive at 
BWI at 4:10 p.m., did not depart BHM until 
3:15 p.m. and arrived at BWI at 6 p.m. 

TRIBUTE TO MR. VERDERY 
ROBERSON 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2008 

Mr. CRAMER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to an outstanding individual from 
my district, Mr. Verdery Roberson. 

Mr. Roberson is a World War II Navy vet-
eran and a graduate of Paine College. In 
1988, he retired to Huntsville, Alabama, after 
thirty-eight years as a civilian Electronics Fire 
Control Specialist with the U.S. Army at the 
Augusta Arsenal in Augusta, Georgia, and the 
Anniston Army Depot. 

Mr. Roberson is most well known for his life- 
long membership and continuing commitment 
to the Boy Scouts of America. In 1944, four 
years after joining the Boy Scouts, he became 
the first African-American in the Georgia-Caro-
lina Council of Boy Scouts to receive a 
Scout’s highest rank, Eagle Scout. 

Mr. Roberson has passed on his extensive 
scouting knowledge and beliefs to countless 
young men as an adult leader, mentor, and 
member of the Eagle Board of Review. He is 
the founder and former Cub Master for the 
Cub Scout Pack 314 at the Center Grove 
United Methodist Church, as well as a found-
ing member of the Urban Emphasis Scout 
Leaders Council. The Council is an urban and 
rural Scout outreach, or Scout Reach, organi-
zation for the Huntsville-Madison County com-
munity. 

For his lifetime of inspirational service and 
outreach with the Boy Scouts, Mr. Roberson 
was one of the first recipients from North Ala-
bama to receive the Whitney Young Service 
Award. This award is presented nationally to 
those nominated by their local councils who 
have provided Scouting opportunities for 
young men from rural and low-income urban 
backgrounds. 

On Friday, February 22, 2008, Mr. 
Roberson’s family and friends celebrated his 
life, his contributions to the Boy Scouts, and 
his selfless devotion to the positive develop-
ment of numerous young men. I rise to join 
them in their tribute and to thank Mr. 
Roberson for his many years of service to our 
community. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 

printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2008 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

FEBRUARY 27 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the current 
and future worldwide threats to the na-
tional security of the United States; 
with the possibility of a closed session 
in S–407 following the open session. 

SD–106 
Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 2232, to 
direct the Secretary of Commerce to 
establish a demonstration program to 
adapt the lessons of providing foreign 
aid to underdeveloped economies to the 
provision of Federal economic develop-
ment assistance to certain similarly 
situated individuals. 

SR–485 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to review veterans’ dis-
ability compensation, focusing on ex-
pert work on post-traumatic stress dis-
order and other issues. 

SH–216 
9:45 a.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Stanley C. Suboleski, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy (Fossil Energy), and J. Gregory 
Copeland, of Texas, to be General 
Counsel, both of the Department of En-
ergy. 

SD–366 
10 a.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2009 for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

SD–406 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider S. 579, to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to authorize the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences to make grants for the 
development and operation of research 
centers regarding environmental fac-
tors that may be related to the eti-
ology of breast cancer, S. 1810, to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to increase the provision of scientif-
ically sound information and support 
services to patients receiving a posi-
tive test diagnosis for Down syndrome 
or other prenatal and postnatal diag-
nosed conditions, S. 999, to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to improve 
stroke prevention, diagnosis, treat-
ment, and rehabilitation, S. 1760, to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
with respect to the Healthy Start Ini-
tiative, H.R. 20, to provide for research 
on, and services for individuals with, 
postpartum depression and psychosis, 
and S. 1042, to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to make the provision of 
technical services for medical imaging 
examinations and radiation therapy 
treatments safer, more accurate, and 
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