
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 22474 February 26, 2008 
the work ahead for the remainder of the 
110th Congress. 

Sincerely, 
JIM JORDAN, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEES ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES, EDUCATION AND 
LABOR, AND SMALL BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committees on 
Natural Resources, Education and 
Labor, and Small Business: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 22, 2008. 
Speaker NANCY PELOSI, 
The Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 
Minority Leader JOHN BOEHNER, 
The Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI AND MINORITY LEAD-
ER BOEHNER: This letter serves as my intent 
to resign from the House Natural Resources 
Committee, Education and Labor Com-
mittee, and Small Business Committee, ef-
fective Monday, February 25th, 2008. If you 
have any questions regarding this matter, 
please feel free to contact me. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
DEAN HELLER, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

PUBLIC HOUSING ASSET MANAGE-
MENT IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 
2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 974 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3521. 

b 1348 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3521) to 
improve the Operating Fund for public 
housing of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, with Mr. 
SERRANO in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SIRES) and the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. ROSKAM) each will control 30 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Chairman, I am very 
happy to be here debating this bill to 
help public housing authorities across 

this Nation. Let me start by thanking 
Chairman BARNEY FRANK for his sup-
port on this bill and his leadership in 
the committee. 

Let me start by explaining why I in-
troduced this bill. Shortly after I was 
sworn in, I received a letter from the 
Jersey City Housing Authority in my 
district. They told me they had laid off 
34 employees because of asset manage-
ment. When I looked into this, I 
learned that Jersey City was not 
unique. Over 800 public housing au-
thorities had their operating budgets 
cut because of the way asset manage-
ment was implemented by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. At the same time, the Depart-
ment limited the amount of flexibility 
given to public housing authorities to 
make ends meet. 

I knew something had to be done. 
With the support of Chairman FRANK, 
Chairwoman WATERS, and others, I in-
troduced H.R. 3521, the Public Housing 
Asset Management Improvement Act 
of 2007. You will note that the title in-
dicates that the bill improves asset 
management. It does not, and I repeat, 
it does not put an end to asset manage-
ment. That is because I feel strongly 
that the goals of the asset management 
are worthwhile. By making public 
housing authorities run more effi-
ciently, asset management has the po-
tential to improve the lives of all those 
who live in public housing in this coun-
try. 

My bill simply makes four improve-
ments to the asset management rule. 
First, it requires renewed negotiations 
over the management fee. A little 
background in this is probably helpful. 
In 1998, Congress passed the Quality 
Housing and Work Responsibility Act 
of 1998, which called on the Department 
to replace the old funding system with 
a new, more efficient system. In 2004, a 
negotiated rulemaking committee 
gathered to decide how to implement 
this new system known as asset man-
agement. One key piece was the man-
agement fee, and Congress required 
that the fee be reasonable. The nego-
tiators never discussed the manage-
ment fee, and industry groups have ar-
gued that it was set arbitrarily by the 
Department in its final rule because it 
lacked input from the negotiated rule-
making committee. My bill requires 
new negotiations to establish a reason-
able fee and allows public housing au-
thorities to revert back to their old 
funding mechanism until final imple-
mentation of asset management on 
January 1, 2011. 

Second, my bill reaffirms current law 
by allowing public housing authorities 
to transfer funds between their oper-
ating fund and their capital fund. This 
provision prevents the Department 
from prohibiting such transfers. This 
flexibility is vital to agencies, particu-
larly since the public housing program 
is underfunded. Housing authorities 

know best where they need funding, 
not Washington. There is wide agree-
ment on this provision. In fact, this 
provision was included in the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act for Fiscal 
Year 2008. That provision, however, is 
only valid for 1 year. My bill would 
make the change permanent. 

Third, my bill increases the exemp-
tion threshold from small to medium- 
sized public housing authorities. The 
Department recognized that small au-
thorities with fewer than 250 units of 
housing would not benefit from the ef-
ficiencies of asset management. The 
final rule exempts public housing au-
thorities with fewer than 250 units of 
housing from implementing asset man-
agement. My bill simply raises this 
threshold to 500 units. Again, there is 
little disagreement on raising the 
threshold. The Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act for Fiscal Year 2008 raised 
the exemption threshold to 400. My bill 
goes a little further to 500 units. The 
impact of this change will only affect 
441 public housing authorities, some of 
whom may not opt out of asset man-
agement because they think it makes 
good sense. Even with this change, over 
two-thirds of all public housing units 
still will be covered by asset manage-
ment rules. 

Finally, my bill restates current law 
in terms of tenant participation. It 
simply says that tenants should be al-
lowed to participate in the decisions 
affecting their homes. It prohibits the 
Department from altering tenant par-
ticipation rights, and it encourages 
public housing authorities to include 
tenants in discussion about asset man-
agement that directly affects their 
home. 

Let me end by talking about who 
supports this bill. We have received let-
ters of support from the Council of 
Large Public Housing Authorities, the 
Public Housing Authorities Directors 
Association, the National Association 
of Housing and Redevelopment Offi-
cials, and the National Training and 
Information Center. 

I submit these letters for the RECORD. 
NATIONAL TRAINING 

AND INFORMATION CENTER, 
Chicago, IL, February 7, 2008. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: The undersigned 
150 democratic grassroots resident orga-
nizing groups and allies would like to convey 
our strong support for protecting the rights 
of public housing residents to organize, as 
delineated in H.R. 3521, the Public Housing 
Asset Management Improvement Act of 2007. 
As the transition to a system of asset man-
agement is one of the most significant shifts 
facing the administration of public housing 
in many years, it is more important than 
ever that public housing residents are in-
volved in the decision-making processes at 
the local and national levels. 

In April of 2007, the National Training & 
Information Center (NTIC) submitted a let-
ter to Congress endorsed by local, statewide, 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:55 Sep 29, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H26FE8.000 H26FE8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T23:34:16-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




