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This initiative has not only been 

good for our soldiers and their families 
but also for American taxpayers. In the 
last decade, more than $10 billion of 
new private capital has been invested 
under the RCI program, compared with 
roughly $1 billion in government eq-
uity. In other words, RCI has produced 
a ten-fold return on our public invest-
ment. 

With so many of our brave 
servicemembers serving the Nation in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere 
around the world, it is our responsi-
bility to ensure that they and their 
families have all of the support that 
they need and deserve here at home. 
This not only includes the best health 
care available but also modern, clean, 
and comfortable housing choices. I in-
vite my fellow Senators from both 
sides of the aisle to join me in applaud-
ing the Residential Communities Ini-
tiative and its early champions, CHET 
EDWARDS and Mahlon Apgar, for doing 
so much to enhance quality of life for 
our Army families.∑ 
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HONORING FALLEN HEROES 
∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
rise to acknowledge the sacrifice of our 
young men and women in the Armed 
Forces. Yesterday, I was fortunate 
enough to meet my friend, Albert 
Carey Caswell, a respected member of 
the Capitol Guide Service staff, in the 
Halls of the Capitol. He has written a 
poem in honor of Army SGT Jeff 
Mersman from my hometown of 
Parker, KS. Sergeant Mersman died in 
Afghanistan while on his fourth tour of 
duty with the 2nd Battalion, 503rd, Air-
borne Infantry Regiment, 173rd Air-
borne Brigade Combat Team. I ask to 
have printed in the RECORD Mr. 
Caswell’s poem in memory of SGT Jeff 
Mersman and all those heroes like him 
who gave their lives so valiantly for 
our country. 

We owe them a debt which can never 
be repaid. 

The poem follows: 
WHO WILL GO? 

Who Will Go? 
And who will live, and who will die? And not 

ask why! a Mother cries, as her sweet 
child has died. . . Who will go? A Moth-
er cries! 

Who will lead? 
So that we all can so live in peace. Who will 

die, and who will bleed? 
Who will go, so that we all can so succeed? 

Who will serve? 
Who will hear that call, that cry. . .those 

most solemn words? 
Who will bring a better world? Who will go? 

Out into the face of hell, with but their 
magnificent flags unfurled! 

So our children can awake. . . 
In a better world, with but smiles in their 

hearts and souls. . .as their first steps 
they so take! 

Who will go? 

Who will leave, their loved ones behind so? 
With brothers and sisters in arms, together 

bonding into such an angelic glow. . . 

Who will go? 

Who will leave all that they so love? 
Out there into the darkest of all evils, to so 

rise above! 
Who will go? 

Who will give up their fine young lives? 
To Save The World, all in their most mag-

nificent short lifetimes so unfurled? 
Who will go? 

All we have. . . 
Are but moments in time! 
In our short lives! To grab hearts, to Heaven 

rise. . .To Make A Difference. . .in all 
our short lives! 

Who will give? 
Give up their arms and legs, their bright 

eyes and faces so have all of they! And 
take up that charge? 

To so make our world, a better place to live? 
Who will go? 

What families shall live? 
With such heartache, because to this country 

their fine sons and daughters lives did 
so give! 

Who will cry? And who will go? 

Who up to Heaven shall so rise? 
All of those fine patriots, whom have so 

died. . . and all of those loving moth-
er’s now with tears in eyes! 

And all of those fine families, All of these, 
and all of those! 

To Heaven, They Will Go! They will go! 
Amen!∑ 
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IDAHO TEENS RAISE AWARENESS 
OF DATING VIOLENCE 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, during 
the first full week of February this 
year, we recognized the third annual 
National Teen Dating Violence Aware-
ness and Prevention Week. In addition 
to the U.S. Senate, close to 50 national, 
State, and local agencies and organiza-
tions and many Governors also partici-
pated in the awareness efforts this 
year. Domestic violence and legal ad-
vocates, education and child advocacy 
organizations, public officials and law 
enforcement have joined this nation-
wide effort to raise awareness of teen 
dating violence. I am pleased to report 
that Idaho students, under the guid-
ance of the Idaho Coalition Against 
Sexual and Domestic Violence, are 
among the Nation’s leaders in this 
campaign. Members of the Idaho Teen 
Advisory Council, a coalition of Idaho 
teens from cities and towns statewide, 
have volunteered to be the first voices 
speaking out against dating violence 
and emotional abuse in their respective 
communities and schools. 

As we look back on another success-
ful Teen Dating Violence Awareness 
and Prevention Week, I would like to 
call public attention to the following 
Idaho students who work to promote 
healthy relationships among their 
peers not just during the awareness 
week but all year long: 

Sarah Marie Grigg from Pinehurst; Kath-
erine Kilbourne from Osburn; Tiffany 
Delphous from Elk River; James Walker 
from Orofino; Benjamin Allen from Kooskia; 
Kyle Conger from Kooskia; Samantha Larsen 
from Weiser; Megan Keller from Kuna; 
Kelsey Eldridge from Boise; Katie Seale from 

Boise; Christi Avery from Boise; Challis 
Lewis from Jerome; Bronwen Kate Raff from 
Hailey; Erika Ramirez from American Falls; 
Monique Betty from Pocatello; Natalie Mil-
ligan from Idaho Falls; Jordyn Bochenek 
from Rexburg; Jaden Cook from Rexburg/ 
Madison High, and Haley Nord from 
Caldwell. 

I proudly and publicly honor these 
students today for their selfless and 
committed contribution to reducing 
teen dating violence and emotional 
abuse in Idaho.∑ 
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LEAP YEAR CAPITAL OF THE 
WORLD 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize Anthony, NM, today for 
being the Leap Year Capital of the 
World. A leap year only occurs once 
every 4 years, and is something to be 
celebrated. Anthony has taken this 
unique day and made it a staple cele-
bration for their community. 

Twenty years ago in Anthony, two 
neighbors who shared a common birth-
day, February 29, decided they should 
find other people with the same unique 
situation and have a giant birthday 
party; after all, it only happens once 
every 4 years. Mary Ann Brown and 
Birdie Lewis created the Worldwide 
Leap Year Birthday Club which now 
has almost 500 members. Because of the 
popularity of the birthday club, they 
have also created the Worldwide Leap 
Year Anniversary Club for couples who 
celebrate their anniversaries on this 
special day. 

The Anthony Chamber of Commerce 
has planned several events this year for 
those with leap year birthdays and an-
niversaries and also for those with 
birthdays on the other 365 days of the 
year. The Worldwide Leap Year Fes-
tival will be kicked off with a parade, 
and then those attending will enjoy a 
leap year birthday dinner complete 
with birthday cake. Also in attendance 
will be Josephine Concho Abeita, a true 
New Mexico native, born in 1908, 4 
years before New Mexico was even a 
State. Ms. Abeita will celebrate her 
100th birthday and her 25th actual leap 
year birthday. I want to commend the 
citizens of Anthony and the creative 
way they have designed to promote 
their city. I wish them much success 
for this year’s celebration.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DIANE WOLF 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 
sadly, I wish to pay tribute to Diane 
Wolf, who died January 10 at the age of 
53. Diane was someone many of us in 
the Senate knew well. She was un-
abashed in her interest in government 
and worked tirelessly to improve the 
world in which we live. She was willing 
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