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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
CONGRATULATING DR. PATRICK 

KERRIGAN ON THE OCCASION OF 
BEING NAMED ‘‘MAN OF THE 
YEAR’’ BY WILKES-BARRE 
FRIENDLY SONS OF ST. PATRICK 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to Dr. Patrick J. Kerrigan, D.O., of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pennsylvania, who was named 2008 
‘‘Man of the Year’’ by the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick of Greater Wilkes-Barre. 

Dr. Kerrigan’s contribution to the field of 
medicine in northeastern Pennsylvania has 
been truly impressive. Since 1986, he has 
been engaged in the private practice of family 
medicine in Wilkes-Barre. He is a provider of 
geriatric medical care at several nursing 
homes in the greater Wilkes-Barre area. He is 
also active in sports medicine, having served 
as team physician at the little league, high 
school and college levels. 

Dr. Kerrigan has also been active in medical 
education with the Philadelphia College of Os-
teopathic Medicine. For 2 years, he served as 
a member of the board of directors for the 
Luzerne County Medical Society. Dr. Kerrigan 
has also lectured extensively over the years at 
nursing homes, institutions of higher learning 
and before the general public on topics that in-
cluded AIDS, managed care, common ortho-
pedic injuries, heart disease, preventive medi-
cine and physician career choices. 

Dr. Kerrigan was appointed medical director 
of the Heritage House, a skilled nursing facil-
ity, in 2003. In 2006, he became medical di-
rector of Erwine’s Home Hospice Group. Dr. 
Kerrigan was named president-elect of the 
medical staff of the Wyoming Valley Health 
Care System in January, 2007, where he also 
serves as chairman of the medical executive 
committee and as a member of the board of 
directors. 

In 2006, Dr. Kerrigan was awarded the ‘‘Key 
to the City of Wilkes-Barre’’ for 20 years of 
community service. 

Dr. Kerrigan is a member of the Luzerne 
County, Pennsylvania and American Medical 
Societies. He is also a member of St. Mary’s 
of the Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic 
Church where he served as a lector. He is 
also a former member of the board of direc-
tors of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of 
Greater Wilkes-Barre. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Kerrigan on this auspicious oc-
casion. Dr. Kerrigan’s determination and com-
mitment to benefit his home town is entirely 
evident in the vast contributions he has made 
over the years to improve the quality of life for 
his fellow citizens. His selection as ‘‘Man of 
the Year’’ is a well deserved honor. 

COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ABOLITION OF 
THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE 
TRADE 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 200th anniversary of 
U.S. abolition of the slave trade, which marked 
a historic turning point in our Nation’s history. 

On March 2, 1807, President Thomas Jef-
ferson signed a bill, which became effective 
January 1, 1808, abolishing the transatlantic 
slave trade. The issue of slavery had long 
been a contentious issue that divided Ameri-
cans, with those in favor of abolition and those 
against struggling to reach a compromise. The 
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade was 
one step in the quest to end slavery, but the 
path to full social, political, and economic 
equality for African Americans would be a long 
upward battle that would not be reached for 
over 100 years. 

While our forefather’s move to formally end 
the U.S. participation in the transatlantic slave 
trade was a giant leap toward racial equality, 
the ‘‘color line,’’ as W.E.B. Dubois has called 
it, still divides America. Even though it has 
been over a hundred years since the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, the remnants of slavery 
still exist in the black community, and in Amer-
ica as a whole. 

African Americans in the underclass of our 
cities and the rural areas of the South con-
tinue to battle challenges including a dearth of 
affordable housing, unemployment and a lack 
of educational attainment. These problems 
continue to shake the foundations of the black 
community. African American men and women 
still bring home smaller paychecks than their 
white counterparts, African American children 
still suffer from a lack of qualified teachers and 
educational resources when compared with 
their privileged white peers and African Amer-
ican neighborhoods are still under siege from 
street violence and urban crowding. These 
problems are not only representative of the 
pervasive social and economic injustice be-
tween the races; these problems are tearing at 
the threads of the American social fabric. 

Despite these challenges, African Ameri-
cans have made considerable progress. With 
advancements such as the 14th and 15th 
Amendments, the Voting Rights and Civil 
Rights Acts, African Americans began to par-
ticipate more fully in American life. Since the 
hard-fought accomplishments of the 20th cen-
tury, African Americans are now participating 
in the political, economic, and cultural life of 
America more than ever before. The com-
memoration of the bicentennial of the U.S. 
abolition of the slave trade will allow us to take 
time to reflect on how far America has come 

in reaching its dream of racial equality, but it 
should also serve as a reminder that as a na-
tion we still have work to do before we can fi-
nally erase the color line that divides us. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THOMAS PATRICK 
BECK RECIPIENT OF THE 2008 
DONALD WRIGHT AWARD 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Thomas Patrick Beck upon receiving 
the prestigious Donald Wright Award for distin-
guished service to the community from the 
Pasadena Bar Association. 

Mr. Beck is a founding partner of Thon, 
Beck & Vanni, formerly known as Thon & 
Beck, a highly rated and respected law firm in 
Pasadena, California, that is celebrating thirty 
years of existence. Thon, Beck & Vanni spe-
cializes in representing seriously injured tort 
victims. 

A member of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, Tom is enthusiastically involved in 
all aspects of his profession. He is a past 
president of the Pasadena Bar Association, a 
former board of trustee member of the Los 
Angeles County Bar Association, and was on 
the Los Angeles Superior Court Bench and 
Committee. He is a former president of the 
Irish American Bar Association and is a found-
ing member of the Cowboy Lawyers Associa-
tion. 

Mr. Beck’s professional accomplishments in-
clude being a three-time nominee for Los An-
geles Trial Lawyers Association’s (now known 
as Consumer Attorneys Association of Los An-
geles) Trial Lawyer of the Year, and his recent 
election as a Fellow of the American College 
of Trial Lawyers. 

Tom is an active participant in many com-
munity organizations. Some of his past volun-
teer affiliations include the Pasadena Tour-
nament of Roses Association, Loyola 
Marymount University Alumni Association 
board of directors, and coaching for Little 
League, YMCA Basketball and the American 
Youth Soccer Organization. In 2006, he re-
ceived the Lasallian Volunteer of the Year 
Award from LaSalle High School in Pasadena. 

Currently, Tom is the chairman of the Meth-
odist Hospital of Southern California Founda-
tion Board, chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee of the St. Thomas More Society of Los 
Angeles, a mentor/benefactor of San Miguel 
Catholic School, and a member of Helps Inter-
national. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me in 
congratulating Thomas Patrick Beck upon re-
ceiving the Pasadena Bar Association’s 2008 
Donald Wright Award and wish him continued 
success. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 

OF THE SETTLEMENT MUSIC 
SCHOOL 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the 100th birth-
day of Settlement Music School, the largest 
community school of music in the United 
States. Settlement Music School originated in 
1908 at the College Settlement House, a so-
cial service center for newly arrived immi-
grants in south Philadelphia when two young 
women volunteers, Jeannette Selig and 
Blanche Wolf, offered piano lessons for a 
nominal fee. Their effort grew into an inde-
pendent community school of the arts. Today, 
there are six Settlement branches serving 
every zip code in the Greater Philadelphia re-
gion. The Jenkintown and Kardon-Northeast 
branches of Settlement Music School are lo-
cated in my Congressional District, serving 
residents of Montgomery County and north-
east Philadelphia. 

Since its inception, the mission of Settle-
ment Music School has been to provide com-
munity-based music and arts instruction and 
activity to students of all ages, races, religions, 
economic standings, talent levels and music 
preferences. In addition to the school’s core 
program, it offers educational and enrichment 
programs for disabled children and adults, pre- 
school programs for low-income inner-city chil-
dren, and a Teacher Training Institute to dis-
seminate best practice techniques to the 
broader educational community. Settlement 
Music School tuition fees have remained mod-
est with over 60 percent of the student popu-
lation receiving financial aid. 

Annually, close to 15,000 students partici-
pate in music, dance and visual arts programs 
guided by a faculty of experienced and 
credentialed musicians. Settlement Music 
School is the largest employer of musicians in 
Pennsylvania, providing a source of income 
for many freelance musicians. Since its open-
ing, Settlement Music School has served over 
300,000 students. Today there are Settlement 
graduates in every major symphony in the 
United States, as well as alumni who have 
distinguished themselves in the worlds of 
opera, theater, popular music, and jazz. Set-
tlement Music School has produced Pulitzer 
prize-winning composers and former students 
have served as Mayor of Philadelphia, Phila-
delphia City Council member, Pennsylvania 
Senator and Representative, and Member of 
Congress. 

Settlement Music School will celebrate this 
milestone centennial year with banquets, con-
certs and recitals featuring alumni and 
present-day students. Settlement Music 
School will honor the ‘‘Settlement 100’’—a ros-
ter of diverse Settlement alumni whose experi-
ences at Settlement Music School helped to 
shape their lives. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating Settlement Music 
School’s centennial milestone and wishing the 
alumni, students, teachers, and board direc-
tors much continued success. 

TRIBUTE TO THE 162ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF METROPOLITAN AME 
ZION CHURCH 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
join me as I rise to acknowledge the Metro-
politan African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church in Jersey City, New Jersey, on the 
celebration of its 162nd anniversary. Metro-
politan AME Zion Church, established in 1846, 
has a long and rich history as the oldest Afri-
can-American congregation in Jersey City. 

Metropolitan AME Zion Church grew out of 
the John Street Methodist Church, established 
in 1796 near the African Burial Ground Na-
tional Monument in New York City. Since its 
founding in Jersey City 19 years before the 
United States abolished slavery, the church 
has occupied several locations in Jersey City 
and thrived under the leadership of a long line 
of dedicated pastors. 

On March 27, 1968, Metropolitan hosted 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., for what 
would be one of his final speeches. He ad-
dressed an overflow crowd of more than 2,000 
people promoting his ‘‘Poor People’s march on 
Washington.’’ 

The deep history of Metropolitan AME Zion 
Church is a story of strong faith and pas-
sionate work on behalf of the surrounding 
community. Theirs is a journey that we hope 
will continue for many years to come. I am 
pleased to congratulate the Metropolitan 
Church and its current pastor Reverend Na-
thaniel B. Legay on this momentous occasion. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues join 
me in wishing the Metropolitan African Meth-
odist Episcopal Zion Church of Jersey City a 
joyous anniversary and best wishes for the fu-
ture. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO 
PERCY JULIAN, JR. 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor the life of Mr. Percy Julian, 
Jr., a pioneering civil rights and civil liberties 
attorney from my home State of Wisconsin. 
My friend, Percy Julian, Jr., passed away on 
February 24, 2008, at the age of 67. 

Mr. Percy Julian, Jr. helped to make the civil 
rights laws passed in the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. era real tools for justice. He became best 
known for representing University of Wis-
consin-Madison students charged in the Dow 
Chemical demonstrations in the 1960s, and 
further for handling pioneering employment 
discrimination and voting rights class action 
suits across the United States, often in co-
operation with the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund. 

Percy Julian, Jr. grew up in the Chicago 
area but made Wisconsin his home. He was 

son to Percy Julian, Sr., an acclaimed scientist 
of the 20th century. A 2-hour documentary on 
Julian Sr., ‘‘Forgotten Genius,’’ which aired 
last year, not only highlighted his enormous 
contributions as a chemist, but also detailed 
how racism had hampered his career. Julian, 
Jr. said of his father in the documentary, ‘‘My 
father took advantage of the country’s promise 
of equality, but was in some ways undone by 
the country’s failure to live up to that promise.’’ 
Julian Jr. spent much of his legal career insur-
ing the country met its promises. 

Percy Julian, Jr. was both a fierce advocate 
and a model for other attorneys in promoting 
the importance of civility. While serving as a 
State senator in Wisconsin, I called upon 
Percy Julian, Jr. to utilize his expertise on vot-
ing rights and civil rights issues. His presence 
often caused the other side to retreat rather 
than face his formidable knowledge base. 

He is survived by his wife, Jan Blackmon; 
daughter, Kathy Julian; and sister, Faith Ju-
lian. Wisconsin and our country have lost a 
valuable leader and a civil rights and civil lib-
erties pioneer. Percy Julian, Jr.’s work in the 
areas of fair housing, voting rights, school de-
segregation, and first amendment issues have 
proved invaluable in preserving the rights of all 
people in our State and our Nation. I extend 
my condolences to his family and friends on 
this tremendous loss. Madam Speaker, for 
these reasons, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Percy Julian, Jr. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE JOSE 
FRANCISCO ‘‘FRANK’’ TORRES 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Judge Jose 
Francisco ‘‘Frank’’ Torres, a native of southern 
Colorado and until his passing a resident of 
the 3rd Congressional District of New Mexico. 

Judge Frank Torres was a crusader for civil 
rights who upon retirement lived in New Mex-
ico, the home of his ancestors, for 21 years. 
He was descended from the original Spanish 
colonists that arrived with General Juan De 
Onate in 1598 to establish the first European 
settlement in the United States. He was mar-
ried to Crusita Kimball Torres, who was a de-
scendant of the first territorial Governor of 
New Mexico. His daughter, Eva Torres 
Ashenbrenner, is my constituent, renowned for 
her involvement in the community and for her 
love and commitment to New Mexico and its 
cultural heritage. She continues her father’s 
tradition of community involvement and public 
service. 

Judge Torres practiced and taught good citi-
zenship throughout his life and brought the 
highest moral values and standards not only 
to each position he occupied, but to his private 
life as well. 

Judge Torres was an accomplished man 
who despite adversity became one of the first 
Hispanic attorneys in Colorado. Among his 
many accomplishments, Judge Torres strongly 
opposed the activities of the Ku Klux Klan, or-
ganized the first credit unions in southern Col-
orado in 1938, and was actively involved in 
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