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the Boy Scouts of America for some 70 years, 
earning its highest honors ‘‘the silver beaver 
award,’’ for his leading of Troops and service 
on the Boy Scouts Regional Council. Also, 
during the Depression years Judge Torres or-
ganized and directed a charitable homeless 
persons shelter in Trinidad, Colorado, which 
was one of the earliest efforts in the region. 

He provided strong and equal legal rep-
resentation to everyone, including those too 
poor to afford legal representation. He worked 
to secure the rights and interests of the elderly 
poor and defended the Alianza Hispano Amer-
icana in legal cases brought by the State of 
Arizona to take control of that organization. 

Judge Torres organized and was elected 
president of the Colorado Spanish American 
Club, served as president of the Colorado 
State Board of credit unions, was elected vice- 
president of the Colorado Young Democrats, 
and worked as legal counsel to the Las 
Animas County Catholic Church’s Knights of 
Columbus, representing them at national con-
ventions. 

Judge Torres was well known in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, and befriended notable New 
Mexican historians such as Fray Angelico 
Chavez and Orlando Romero and other nota-
ble figures such as Raphael Chacon, Casimire 
Barela, Elfego Baca, and former Congressman 
Bronson Cutting. 

Madam Speaker, Frank Torres was a cru-
sader during his time as an attorney and 
judge, and it is fitting that he is honored for his 
great work and service to the people of Colo-
rado and New Mexico. 
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OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speaker, I 
was pleased to cosponsor and vote for the 
National Ocean Exploration Program Act, H.R. 
1834, which authorizes two excellent and suc-
cessful National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, NOAA, programs, the Natonal 
Undersea Research Program, NURP, and the 
Ocean Exploration program, OE. 

While new technologies have enabled us, 
for example, to create high-resolution maps of 
the sea floor, to measure plate movements, or 
to study ocean processes quantitatively, the 
world’s oceans remain, to a great extent, un-
known. We know so little about the ocean’s 
living creatures, nonliving resources, and proc-
esses. We don’t know enough about the im-
pact of global climate and other environmental 
change on the ocean. Ocean exploration and 
ocean research complement each other. Be-
cause of the importance of our oceans to life 
on earth, we need to step up the pace of both 
exploration and research to be able to make 
informed decisions about issues related to the 
ocean. 

This bill promotes integration of the two pro-
grams, combining their strengths and capabili-
ties, in order to serve our country and NOAA 
more effectively. NURP has maintained a net-
work of regional centers of undersea science 

and technology for 30 years, while OE, when 
established in 2001, began a national effort to 
explore the ocean. Both programs have been 
collaborating in development of innovative 
technologies for exploration, and on voyages 
of exploration, such as an expedition in the 
South Pacific that discovered new marine en-
vironments and ecosystems. 

The complementary relationship between 
the two programs within NOAA will make the 
whole greater than the sum of its parts. The 
bill’s authorization of these programs will help 
provide the best scientific information on 
ocean habitats and other phenomena, and will 
ensure that this information is widely distrib-
uted. We must explore and work to reveal the 
unknown so that we can deepen our under-
standing of crucial oceanic environmental 
issues and inspire scientists, educators, deci-
sion-makers, and the public to learn more 
about the ocean. In the coming years, Amer-
ica’s economic, environmental and national 
security may depend on our knowledge of the 
ocean, and our understanding of how it sus-
tains life on earth. 
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Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to express my support and appreciation for the 
Peace Corps on their 47th anniversary. Since 
1961, more than 190,000 American volunteers 
have served in 139 developing countries 
around the world. Since its founding, the 
Peace Corps has sought to meet its legislative 
mandate of promoting world peace and friend-
ship by sending American volunteers to serve 
at the grassroots level in villages and towns 
abroad, These Peace Corps volunteers live 
and work with local people, helping them im-
prove their lives, and helping them understand 
American culture. The volunteers often work 
as teachers, environmental and agriculture 
specialists, health promoters, and small busi-
ness advisors. 

I have been an extremely strong supporter 
of the Peace Corps ever since President John 
F. Kennedy first proposed it in a speech in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, many years ago. The 
Peace Corps is one of America’s most effec-
tive ways to share our compassion and values 
abroad, and, in many instances, the volun-
teers play the important role of dispelling 
myths about the U.S. I would dearly love to 
see the Peace Corps double or triple in size. 

I also praise and recognize those volunteers 
from the Third Congressional District of Michi-
gan who are currently serving abroad in the 
Peace Corps. My thanks go out to: Chad An-
derson, serving in Uganda; Brent Benner, 
serving in Peru; Edna Bermejo, serving in 
Mauritania; Brendan Brink-Halloran, serving in 
Guatemala; Amanda Collier, serving in Roma-
nia; Christopher De Bruyn, serving in Mon-
golia; Adrienne Gilbert, serving in the Domini-
can Republic; Sara Igleski, serving in Jordan; 
Rachel Jacobs, serving in Zambia; Joshua 
Johnson, serving in Romania; Jeffrey Luehm, 

serving in El Salvador; Elizabeth Smith, serv-
ing in Senegal; Joseph Stevens, serving in 
Bolivia; Daniel Vander Ploeg, serving in 
Kazakhstan; Meredith Vanover, serving in 
Ukraine; Kirstin Webster, serving in Romania; 
Daniel Westerhof, serving in Paraguay; and 
Michael Wilcox, serving in Senegal. 

Again, congratulations to the Peace Corps 
on their 47th anniversary. I thank and com-
mend all of those who so faithfully volunteer to 
serve our Nation abroad. 
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HONORING WIL COOKSEY 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. LEWIS of KENTUCKY. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Wil Cooksey for 
his service to the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
Mr. Cooksey, a resident of Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, recently retired as plant manager of 
the General Motors Bowling Green Assembly 
Plant. 

Mr. Cooksey served as plant manager at 
the ‘‘Home of the Corvette’’ since 1993. The 
Bowling Green facility employs approximately 
1,000 total employees and assembles 35,000 
Chevrolet Corvettes and 4,000 Cadillac XLRs 
per year. Under Mr. Cooksey’s leadership the 
Corvette team has earned more than 70 auto-
motive industry awards since 1997 including 
Motor Trend Car of the Year, JD Power Silver 
Plant Award, JD Power APEAL Award, and 
Car and Driver Top 10. 

Mr. Cooksey has been a successful advo-
cate for building diversity at the Bowling Green 
facility, recruiting qualified minority students 
from schools not used in the past. Mr. 
Cooksey has also been active on the Execu-
tive Advisory Board of Advancing Minorities’ 
Interest in Engineering and 100 Black Men of 
America Inc. For his hard work, Mr. Cooksey 
was recently awarded the Civil Rights Humani-
tarian Award by the State Street Baptist 
Church. 

Mr. Cooksey is also an active member of 
the Greenview Hospital board of directors, the 
boards of the National Corvette Museum, Ten-
nessee State University, Western Kentucky 
University’s College of Education and Behav-
ioral Science, and the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education Advisory Council. 

It is my privilege to honor Wil Cooksey 
today, before the entire United States House 
of Representatives, for his service to the Bowl-
ing Green community. I wish Wil, and his wife 
Elizabeth, a happy and healthy retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speaker, from 
late January 29 through February 7, 2008, I 
was unavoidably detained due to my daugh-
ter’s heart surgery. 

On January 29, I missed rollcall votes Nos. 
27 and 28. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on both votes. 
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