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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 

MEET 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 5, 2008, at 
9:30 a.m., in open session, In order to 
receive testimony on the Department 
of the Air Force in review of the De-
fense authorization request for fiscal 
year 2009 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate in order to 
conduct a business meeting on Wednes-
day, March 5, 2008, at 11:15 a.m., in 
room SD366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. At this mark-up, the 
Committee will consider the nomina-
tion of J. Gregory Copeland to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of En-
ergy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate in order to 
conduct a hearing on Wednesday, 
March 5, 2008, at 3 p.m., In room SD366 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 
At this hearing, the Committee will 
hear testimony regarding the Impacts 
of the capability of the United States 
to maintain a domestic enrichment ca-
pability as a result of the recently ini-
tialed amendment between the United 
States and the Russian Federation of 
the Agreement Suspending the Anti-
dumping Investigation on Uranium 
from the Russian Federation. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. Without ob-
jection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 5, 2008, at 
9:30 a.m in order to hold a hearing on 
strengthening national security 
through smart power. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet in 
executive session during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 5, 2008 
at 9:30 a.m. in SD–430. 

Agenda 
S. 1810, Prenatally and Postnatally 

Diagnosed Conditions Awareness Act; 
S. 999, Stroke Treatment and Ongoing 
Prevention Act of 2007; S. 1760, Healthy 
Start Reauthorization Act of 2007; H.R. 
20, Melanie Blocker-Stokes 
Postpartum Depression Research and 
Care Act; and S. 1042, Consistency, Ac-
curacy, Responsibility, and Excellence 
in Medical Imaging and Radiation 
Therapy Act of 2007. 

National Board for Education 
Sciences, Jonathan Baron, Frank 
Handy, Sally Shaywitz; National Foun-
dation on the Arts and Humanities, 
Jamsheed Choksy, Gary Glenn, David 
Hertz, Marvin Scott, Carol Swain; Na-
tional Museum and Library Science 
Board, Julia Bland, Jan Cellucci, Wil-
liam Hagenah, Mark Herring; Truman 
Scholarship Foundation, Javaid 
Anwar; Assistant Secretary of Labor 
ODEP, Neil Romano. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, in 
order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The Climbing Costs of Heating 
Homes: Why LIHEAP is Essential’’ on 
Wednesday, March 5, 2008. The hearing 
will commence at 10:30 a.m. in room 430 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, March 5, 2008, at 9:30 
a.m. in order to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Census in Peril: Getting the 2010 
Decennial Back on Track.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, in order to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’’ on Wednesday, 
March 5, 2008 at 10 a.m. in room SD-106 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

Witness list 

The Honorable Robert S. Mueller, III, 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, United States Department of Jus-
tice, Washington, DC. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PERSONNEL SUBCOMMITTEE 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Personnel 

Subcommittee of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 5, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., 
in open session in order to receive tes-
timony on the findings and rec-
ommendations of the Department of 
Defense Task Force on Mental Health, 
the Army’s Mental Health Advisory 
Team reports, and Department of De-
fense and service-wide improvements 
in mental health resources, including 
suicide prevention, for servicemembers 
and their families. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-

AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, FED-
ERAL SERVICES, AND INTERNATIONAL SECU-
RITY 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Federal Financial Management, Gov-
ernment Information, Federal Serv-
ices, and International Security be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 5, 
2008, at 2:30 p.m. in order to conduct a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘The State of the 
U.S. Postal Service One Year After Re-
form’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet tomorrow, Wednesday, March 5, 
2008 from 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. in Dirk-
sen 562 for the purpose of conducting a 
hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that a fellow from my of-
fice, Gemma Weiblinger, be granted the 
privileges of the floor for this speech 
and the budget presentation next week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Bruce 
Fergusson, a fellow in the office of Sen-
ator BAUCUS, be granted the privilege 
of the floor during consideration of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CALLING FOR PEACE IN DARFUR 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Foreign 
Relations be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 455 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The clerk will report the resolution 

by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 455) calling for peace 

in Darfur. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and that any statements relating to 
this measure be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 455) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 455 

Whereas, during the past 4 years in Darfur, 
hundreds of thousands of innocent victims 
have been murdered, tortured, and raped, 
with more than 2,000,000 people driven from 
their homes; 

Whereas some but not all of the parties to 
the conflict in Darfur participated in the 
first round of a United Nations-African 
Union peace process launched in October 2007 
in Sirte, Libya; 

Whereas the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment (CPA) reached between the Govern-
ment of Sudan and the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) in January 
2005 has not been fully or evenly imple-
mented; 

Whereas the Government of Sudan has con-
tinued to obstruct the deployment of a joint 
United Nations-African Union peacekeeping 
force to Darfur that would include non-Afri-
can elements; 

Whereas elements of armed rebel move-
ments in Darfur, including the Justice and 
Equality Movement (JEM), have made vio-
lent threats against the deploying peace-
keeping force; 

Whereas 13 former world leaders and cur-
rent activists, including former president 
Jimmy Carter, former United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan, Bangladeshi 
microfinance champion Muhammed Yunus, 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, have called 
for the immediate deployment of the peace-
keeping force; and 

Whereas, while these and other issues re-
main pending, it is the people of Darfur, in-
cluding those living in refugee camps, who 
suffer the continuing consequences: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls upon the Government of Sudan 

and other signatories and non-signatories to 
the May 5, 2006, Darfur Peace Agreement to 
declare and respect an immediate cessation 
of hostilities, cease distributing arms to in-
ternally displaced persons, and enable hu-
manitarian organizations to have full unfet-
tered access to populations in need; 

(2) calls upon the Government of Sudan to 
facilitate the immediate and unfettered de-
ployment of the United Nations-African 
Union peacekeeping force, including any and 
all non-African peacekeepers; 

(3) urges all invited individuals and move-
ments to attend the next round of peace ne-
gotiations and not set preconditions for such 
participation; 

(4) calls upon the diverse rebel movements 
to set aside their differences and work to-

gether in order to better represent the people 
of Darfur and end their continued suffering; 

(5) encourages the participation in future 
talks of traditional Arab and African leaders 
from Darfur, women’s groups, local non-
governmental organizations, and leaders 
from internally displaced persons (IDP) 
camps; 

(6) condemns any intimidation or threats 
against camp or civil society leaders to dis-
courage them from attending the peace 
talks, whether by the Government of Sudan 
or rebel leaders; 

(7) condemns any action by any party, gov-
ernment or rebel, that undermines or delays 
the peace process in Darfur; and 

(8) calls upon all parties to the Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement (CPA) to support and 
respect all terms of the agreement. 

f 

HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS 
99TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Judiciary Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
of H. Con. Res. 289, and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the concurrent 
resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 289) 

honoring and praising the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
on the occasion of its 99th anniversary. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and any statements relating to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 289) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
f 

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS 
WEEK 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Judiciary Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. Res. 462, and the Senate proceed 
to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 462) designating the 

week of April 2008 as ‘‘National Asbestos 
Awareness Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and any statements relating to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 462) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 462 

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted; 

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage; 

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems; 

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take 
10 to 50 years to present themselves; 

Whereas the expected survival time for 
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months; 

Whereas generally little is known about 
late stage treatment and there is no cure for 
asbestos-related diseases; 

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis; 

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos 
yet continues to consume almost 2,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation; 

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have 
killed thousands of people in the United 
States; 

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and 
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases; 

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer; 

Whereas thousands of workers in the 
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure; 

Whereas thousands of people in the United 
States die from asbestos-related diseases 
every year; 

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed 
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards; 

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975; 

Whereas people in the small community of 
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the 
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the 
national average; and 

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National 
Asbestos Awareness Week’’ would raise pub-
lic awareness about the prevalence of asbes-
tos-related diseases and the dangers of asbes-
tos exposure: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the first week of April 2008 

as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’; 
(2) urges the Surgeon General, as a public 

health issue, to warn and educate people 
that asbestos exposure may be hazardous to 
their health; and 

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Surgeon General. 

f 

NATIONAL SUPPORT THE TROOPS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES DAY 

Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 473, submitted earlier 
today by Senator STABENOW. 
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