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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, March 5, 2008 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 5, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable GWEN 
MOORE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord our God, Father of all, at times 
You seem to be that infinite horizon 
that the human heart is drawn to. In 
our desire to establish justice for all 
and a peaceful landscape where human 
life and family values may flourish, 
You draw us upward and onward. 

In our work and prayer for this Na-
tion, its protection and its security, 
You inspire the Members of this Cham-
ber and all Americans to be rooted in 
the truth and filled with compassion 
and care, especially for the most vul-
nerable in our society. Yet each day, 
holy mystery that You are, You reach 
out to us in every situation of our lives 
as individuals and as a Nation. 

To the extent that we are able to ac-
cept Your holy inspiration and freely 
offer personal gifts and common re-
sources in response to Your hope and 
desire for us do we find full satisfaction 
in the work before us. 

Be with us again this day as we as-
pire with all our hearts to better this 
Nation and accomplish Your holy will, 
now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HOLT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR 
SECURE ELECTIONS ACT 

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, so far 
this primary season elections have 
been conducted in 14 States that still 
use unauditable voting machines, pure-
ly electronic. I have shared in letters 
to my colleagues information about in-
cidents in a number of States, one 
where 90 percent of the machines were 
not functioning in one county when the 
polls opened; and another State, where 
results from the internal paper tapes 
did not match results on the cor-
responding memory cartridges; another 
State, where six voting machines in a 
county had faulty memory cards; in a 
polling place in Chicago, where no 
touch screen machines were working; 
and at a polling place in Atlanta, 
where only one in five was working. 

In counties where there are no paper 
records verified by their voters, the 
irregularities cannot be resolved. Ma-
chine failures elsewhere would have 
prevented voters from voting had back- 
up paper ballots not been available. 
Some jurisdictions where paper ballots 
are required allow voting data to be 
verified by the voters and then used to 
confirm the results despite the failure 
of electronic memory. 

There is still time before November 
to secure our electoral system. The 
Emergency Assistance for Secure Elec-
tions Act, if enacted, will provide lo-
calities what they need to do this. 
Please support this legislation. 

f 

FISA 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, it has 
now been nearly 3 weeks since the 
Democrat majority allowed the Protect 
America Act to expire, and we have yet 
to address the resulting gap in our in-
telligence. That is 18 days that our in-
telligence professionals have been de-
nied the information that according to 
the Director of National Intelligence is 
needed to keep our country safe. 

I believe that most Members on the 
other side of the aisle share my con-

cern although, sadly, there are others 
who do not. So, here we are in a polit-
ical year, working Tuesday through 
Thursday, and one of the most impor-
tant pieces of legislation is blocked 
from this floor. Why? Because it will 
pass. 

In 2001, we asked the telecommuni-
cations industry to assist our intel-
ligence experts in tracking terrorist 
movements, but now an army of trial 
lawyers are waiting to sue them for 
their patriotic acts. 

It is time the Democrat leadership 
moves this bill and gives our intel-
ligence community the tools they need 
to protect America. 

f 

ON FISA, PRESIDENT AND REPUB-
LICANS PLAY POLITICS WITH 
NATIONAL SECURITY 

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speak-
er, while President Bush and congres-
sional Republicans sit on the sideline 
demanding that this House rubber- 
stamp the Senate-passed FISA bill, 
House and Senate Democrats are doing 
exactly what’s expected of us, working 
to iron out differences between dif-
ferent FISA bills passed earlier in the 
two Chambers. 

Last November, the House passed the 
RESTORE Act that modernizes the 
FISA law by giving the intelligence 
community the tools it needs to track 
terrorists while protecting the con-
stitutional rights of innocent Ameri-
cans. 

The Bush administration objects to 
our legislation because we oppose giv-
ing blanket immunity to telecommuni-
cations companies who turned over in-
formation about their customers. 
Today, our committees continue to re-
view telecom documents so that we can 
ensure the companies’ actions are thor-
oughly reviewed and they are held ap-
propriately accountable. 

Madam Speaker, despite the fear- 
mongering from the President, his own 
administration says the intelligence 
community still has access to all the 
information it did last month. We have 
time to get this critical legislation 
right, and that’s exactly what we plan 
to do. 
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